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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
phm. and read pravers,

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1, Aets Amendment {Allowances
Salaries Adjustment).

and

2, Building  Operations  and  Duilding
Materials Control Aet Amendment
and Continuanee.

Tntraduced by the PPremier and read
a first time,

[ASSEMBLY.]

BANKING, NATIONALISATION.

Prime Minister’s Reply to Parlicineni's
Resolution.

The PREMIER: I bave here a eopy of a
letter reeeived from the Prime Minister of
Australia in reply to the resolution passed
by the Parliament of Western Australia
with regard fo the Nationalisation of Bank-
ing Bill, T move—

That the paper de lie upon the Table of the
House.

Question put and passed.

QUESTIONS.

NORTH-WEST.
{a) As to Residence for Sehoolleachers
«t Marble Bar.

Av. HEGNEY (on notice)
Minister for Kducation:

asked the

(1) Ts he aware that there is no residence
provided by the Edueation Depariment for
schoolteachers in Marble Bar!

(2} Will he favourably consider the
matter of provision of suitable accommoda-
tion for sueh teachers as soon as possible?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Yes.

(2} It has been the practice of the de-
partment to plaee bachelor teachers at
Marble Bar. The present teacher married
during the year and s living at the Comet
Mine, where acecommodation is avatlabire,
travelling daily to Marble Bar in the mine
convevance which brings the Comet children
tn schaol. There is a possibility, however,
that aecommodation may be found for the
teacher at Marble Bar.

(b) .ls to Subsidy for Children Attending
Metropolitun Schools,

AMr. HEGNEY (on notiee)
Minister for Edueation:

(1) Has anv decizion yet been made in
conneetion with my reeent inquiry relative
to inereasing the subsidy of £30 per annum
pavable Lo pavents residing in the North-
Weet who have childven attending metro-
pelitan scheols?

{2) Tf the matter has been dealt with,
will he announee the deeision?

(3) T not, can he indieate when a de-
cision is likely to be reached?

lhe

asked
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The MINISTER replied:
(1) No,

(2) and (3) 1t is uniikely that any in-
crease will he made this financial year.

(¢) .ls to Water Schemes, Port Hedland
and Marble Bar.

Mr. HEGXEY (on notice)
Minister for the Novth-West:

(1} I+ he aware that the vesidents of
Port Hediand are indignant uvver the de-
lay in construeting the water scheme for
the township?

asked the

t2) Will he state the definite reason or
reasons for sueh delay?

(3) Will he give an assarance that his
Governnent will proeceed with the scheme
whether his request to the Commonwealth
Governnent for finaneial assistanee in con-
nection with the project is acceded to or
not !

(4) Will he favourably consider redue-
ing the price of the fresh water now sup-
plied {e the people from 3s. Gd, to 1s. Gd.
per 100 gallons?

{3) Can he mive any indication of the
approXimate date on which the proposed
water seheme for Marble Bar will be eom-
pleted ?

() What is the estimated cost of such
seheme ?

« The MINISTER replied:

(1} The Chairman, Port Hedland Road
Board, has asked to he advised the Giov-
criment’s  intention  vegarding a wafer
<cheme for the township of Port Hedland.

{2) Tn view of the hizgh estimated cost
of €30,000 for a supply for a town of 300
persons, the Government has requested the
Commt nwealth Governmeni to
the scleme on a ponnd-for-pound basis.

(3} The Government will give the matter
further consideration when a reply has
been received from the Prime Minister,

{(4) Answered by No. (3).

(3) Tenders bave been called for all
materials verquired for Marble Bar Water
Scheme and work will be completed as
matervials eome to hand.

(6) £1,700,

subsidise -
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TRAFFIC OBSTRUCTION.
dy to Cherges Laid in Country Towns.

Hon. E, H. H, HALL {on notice) asked
the Minister for Police: ‘

What wumber of {raffic obstruetion
oftences, Tor which charges have heen laid,
have oecurred in ecach of the following
towns i=—Northam,  Geraldton, Bunbury,
Collie, Kalgoorlie, for the year ended the
3Uth November, 1947!

The MINISTER replied:

Northaw, 1; Geraldten, 23; Bunbury, 47;
Callie, nils Kalgoorlie, 143.

LLECTRICITY SUPPLY.

As by Poles for Bunbury-Boyaitup Line,

Mr. MURRAY (on nolice) asked the Min-
ister for Works:

(1) Were tetders called for the supply
of polas Lor the Electricity Commission line
from Bunbury to Boyanup?

(2} It the veply is in the afinnative, will
he navie the various tenderers and respective
prives?

{3) If the reply is in the negative, will
he ensure that {enders are called for any
tulure supply?

The MINISTER replied:

{1 Yes.

(2) C. E. Parsons, Brookhampton; Smith
& Davis, Dunsborough; R. 0. Williams,
Armailale; P. . Payne, Bunbury; A. H.
Mewett, Bussclion: L. Lomasin, North
Collie. Lowest tender aecepted in cach item,

(2) Answered by (1)
BUNBURY HARBOUR DREDGING
As to Availability of Power Barges.

Mr., MURRAY (on notice) asked the
Minister for Works:

Will he inquire into the availability of
power barges which could be uvsed in con-
junction with the dredge now operating ai
Bunbury ?

The MINISTER replied:
Yes,

/
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PRESTON RIVER.
As 1o Measures 1o Overcome Flooding,

My, MURRAY (on notiee) asked the
Minister for Works:

In view of the proposed early start with
work in regard to Preston River levees, can
he now satisfactorily inform the House—

(1) What action is propoesed in regard to
the removal of heavy siltnge?

{2) What action will be taken to remove
the elay bar at Johnston’s Bridge?

(3) Wili he make available to me copies
of reports by engineer Angrove, Surveyor
Wincheombe and overall reports of Hydrau-
lic Engincer Edwards? -

The MINISTER replied:

It is impossible to give the information
required by way of answer to a parliament-
ary question.  The plans and veports will
be made available to the hon. member, at his
convenience, at the Public Works Depart-
ment.

BILL—ELECTORAL DISTRICTS.
Point of Order—As to Fair Print.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I seek a ruling. You,
Mr. Speaker, may or may not remember
that in the small hours of Friday morning
Iast, a Bill was presented in bits and pieees,
after having been amended several times,
The amendments were either pasted or writ-
ten in and the Bill, as amended, was ac-
cepted as a fair print. You will recollect
that the Premier anticipated that he might
finish the session this week. We have a very
heavy notice paper serionsly eongested for
reasons which perhaps I had betler not
state.

This congestion will necessitate, if many
lengthy Bills are greatly amended, the writ-
ing in of the amendments by the Clerk or
his assistant. T have no doubt that they
will write in such amendments legibly. The
Bills will then be presented to you for ap-
proval. My point of order is this: So that
this side of the House may know what to
cxpect, will it be possible—if Bills are sub-
stantially amended in Committee and thero
is no possibility of reprinting them and
therefore they are unlikely to be a fair
print—for Yon to streteh the Standing
Orders to accept them as fair prints of the
Bills?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Speaker: The answer to the question
of the Leader of the Opposition is really

. the answer given the other rnight, namely,

that when suspension of Standing Orders
ocours, they are suspended to enable third
readings to be taken at the same sitting. [
think that is part of the actual wording of
the motion for the suspension of Standing
Orders. The only thing I wish to add is
that I would urge the Premier, where pos-
sible on these oceasions, to delay the third
rending until a few items on the notice paper
have been dealt with, so as to enable the
Clerk and also the Chairman of Committees
to he sure that the alterations are correct.
T think, therefore, that the praetice is in
order.

BILL—DRIED FRUITS.
Report ete.
Report of Committee adonted.

Bill read .a third time and returned to
the Council with amendments,

BILL—SUPERANNUATION AND
FPAMILY BENEFITS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 2nd Decem-
ber.

HON. F. J. 8. WISE (Gascoyne) [4.43]:
This Bill was explained very clearly hy
the Attorney General and, as stated by
him, it~ contains two main prineiples,
which are the provision for an increase in
the superannuation payments and the pro-
vision for ensuring a return of 334 per cent.
to the fund. Many other minor matters
are denlt with which it has, beeause of
the passing of time and the experience of
the board, been found necessary to in-
clude in the measure,  The opportunity
was therefore taken of rectifying them at
the first chanee. It will be remembered
that a few years agoe very grave doubts
were cast on the actuarial soundness of
the superannuation scheme, and it was
found necessary to make increnses in the
contributions and also drastically to
amend the parent Act to ensure that on
the one hand contributions were eommen-
surat® with the risk as actuarially exam-
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ined and attested, and on the other hand. statutory approval of some things which

that locpholes which provided opportuni-
ties for unfair charges on the fund should
be closed.

The 3ill proposes a contribution of
£4,000 n year to make the 334 per cent.
return for the fund safe. The actuary who
did such pgreat work in conneetion with
this fund—I refer to Mr. Gawler— advised
that there is no risk and that actuarially
the furd was sound, even with the pro-
posed £3 per cent, increase in payments
to bring the fund into line with Com-
monweslth law. If T interpret the re-
marks of the Attorney General aright, it
is extremely unlikely that there will be
any nezessity for an increase in the con-
tributicns. I understand that the Attorney
General has been so advised and, that he-
ing so, the increase for which the Bill
provides is entirely warranted quite apart
from following the standard set hy the
Eastern States. Invalidity is a grave risk
to these funds.

Members will recall that when the
quéstion of female pensions and charges
on the fund were mentioned in this Cham-
ber on several oceasions, the hoard itself
was anxious that that aspect should he
closely examined. I was eonsequently in-
terested to note the faet that the board
obviously has advised the Government, in
that connection, that there is still no need
to take any violent exception to the pres-
ent stute of affairs. If there is to be any
alteration in the ease of early retirement
of females, which was mooted at one time,
that would permit of and require very
serions examination of the fund.

The provision for a reserve units ac-
count is plainly a good one, so that a per-
son who is earning & salary entitling him
to take out additional units may, if he is
of an age appropriate to contribute at a
greater rate than he is obliged to contri-
bute under the Aet, pay into the reserve
units account so that when his salary per-
mits jnore units may be taken out by him,
and Fe will have a reserve fund from
which to meet the payments. The provi-
dent fund is in fact a savings fund. It is
fully described in the Bill and obviously
will give contributors an  apportunity
which the present law does not provide.

The minor amendments in the Bill are
to provide for statutory sanction and

1127)

are not now in the law, and also to cover
and provide for legitimate happenings and
undertzkings with which the board must
deal in its discretion. It is obvious that
a board undertaking the task of manage-
ment of such a fund as this, should have
a eonsiderable amount of discretion. It
seems to me that the Bill now makes pro-
vision to mecet almost every contingency
that can arise. I can recall receiving ad-
vice from the Crown Law Department on
a vital matter in connection with ecertain
collections of the fund, and for which the
hoard had to receive very definite anthor-
ity. I know the Attorfey General fully
appreciates the position that then arose
and the action which had to be taken by
the Government in conjunction with the
board.

The Bill, in bringing Western Australia
into line with the recent improvements in
the other States, varies from them in one
parficutar. I am wondering why a limit
kas heen placed on the number of units
it is possible to take out so that the num-
ber is still less than what is provided for
in the Commonwealth law. If there is any
particular reason for that, and if the addi-
tional units would not make an unfair
impression upon the fund, I would like
the Attorney General to explain why,
Insofar as the general application of the
Bill is concerned I support it, and I sup-
port the seecond reading.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R.
R. McDonald—West Perth—in reply)
[4.53]: I am indebted to the Leader of the
Oppaosition for his survey of the Bill, the
objeet of which is to give our public officers
security compara' le to that applicable under
the Commonwealth Act and which will, T
am sure, be applicable shortly in the other
States. The Leader of the Opposition drew
attention to one variation between this Bill
and the recent Commonwealth legislation,
namely, that his measure fixes the number
of units for whieh a public servant may con-
tribute at 20, ealenlated to yield him a maxi-
mum penzion of £630 a year. The recent
Commonwealth legislation provides for a
maximum number of 26 units, and a maxi-
mumn pension of £845. We thought that by
this Bill we were making a substantial ad-
vance in the security for public servants in
the cvent of old age or invalidity. Also, we
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might regard a pension of £6530 as being
as much as most officers wonld seek to
subseribe for.

There wounld be comparatively few offi-
cers who would want to suhseribe for a
hizher pension, because the eontributions
would he so substantial; and in any ease
there is a limitation Imposed on the right
to svhseribe for greater pension pay-
ments, based on the salary  reecived.
The right to snbscribe for units is asso-
ciated with the amount of an officer’s
salary, and he needs to be in receipt of a
high salary before he ean subseribe for a
large number of units. Whether we should
go the whole way and enable our publie
servants who are getting the highest
salaries in the service to apply for unifs
in eovmparison with what officers in the
Commonwealth Publie Service can apply
for, is open to eonsideration. I have no
objectionn to sach a propasal, and if the
Leader of the Opposition would like to put
it forward, I have broughf with me par-
tienlars of the numhber of units involved,
which could be added to the end of the
sehedule in Clause 8.

Hon, F. J. 8, Wise: Do vou not think
it would he hetter to do that?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T think
there are good aruments for it, althoush
I must take the responsibility of having se-
ceptedd what was, if I remember rightly,
sugrested in the first place, namely the in-
crease of units from 12 to 20. However,
T think there are substantial reasons why
the right to subsceribe for additional units
shovld be the same as that in the Common-
wealth, in the ease of oflicers who are the
heads of onr Public Serviee.

Question put and passed.

Bill yead a second time,

In Committee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Attorney
General in charge of the Bill,

Clauses 1 and 2—agreed to.
Clause 3—-—Amendment of Seetion G:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: YWhen
speaking on the sevond reading, T said T
would be pleased to gzive a more detailed
explanation in Committee. I shall, as the
Bill proceeds, be glad to explain any matter
that is nof elear.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. STYANTS: I teke it that one of
the purposes of the Bill is to provide an
additional amount of pension per unit—23
per cent. is the amount. Is it intended to
inerease the contribution per unit by 25 per
cent. also, and are those who have lefi the
Service and are already’ receiving super-
annuation, to have their bencfits inereased
by 25 per cent. under the provisions of the
Bili?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The in-
crease of 23 per cent, for retired officers
of the Service—and their wives, when
widows—will apply to existing as well as
future pensions. It is not proposed to eall
upon contributors to inerease their contri-
hutions, Contributions were necessarily in-
ereased by legislation in 1946, to ensure the
stability of the fund. It is intended that
the extra cost involved under the present
Bill will be horne by the State.

Hon. ¥, J .8, Wise: Is there to be any
retrospectivity ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No. The
Bill proposes that ‘the inereased benefit shall
opevate at the first fortnightly payment of
existing pensions after the measure comes
into force.

Clanse put and passed.
Clanses 4 to 22—agreed to.

Clause 23—XNew division of Part V:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
elause deals with the provident fund, which
is really a savinos fund.  Any publie ser-
vant may make fortnightly eontributions to
this fund, en which he shall receive a rate
ol interest determined by the board. The
clanse also provides a comnpulsory savinos
fund for female eontributors. At present
they are obliged under the Publie Servive
Revulations either to eontribute to the pen-
sions fund or protect themselves hy woy of
a lifp paliey. Under this provision, it they
prefer to do neither of thase thinzs, they
may make provision for their future by eon-
tributions to the provident fund. The female
member of the Publie Serviee, who does not
as a rule contemplate remaining in the

. Service until she reaeches 60 or (65 years of

are is, by means of this provision, enabled,
as a result of compulsory saving, to moke
provision for retirement at a later staze
in her career.

Clause put and and passed,

" Clause 24—agreed to.
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Clause 25—Vzlidation:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The pur-
pose of this elanse is to ratify what bas
been the practice of the board in various
matters for which thers was no explicit
direction contaiped in the.Act, and upon
which it acted in line with what appeared to
be corr:ct administrative practice. Express
directions in accordanee with prior practice
are now embodied in the Bill, and the prae-
tice of the board in the meantime, in rela-
tion to pust transactions, is confirmed by the
Bill. :

Clause put and passed.
Title—agreed fo.

Bill :zeported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

BILL—COUNTRY AREAS
WATER SUPPLY,

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 2nd December.

HOW. A. R. & HAWKE (Northam)
[5.8]: As the legitimate father of most of
thig Bill, T naturally intend to give it my
support. In faef, there is noi much of the
Bill tkat I propose to discuss, as I nolice the
Minister has changed the order in which this
and the other water supply Bill were pro-
ceeding. T think the two Bills are now in
the rizht order, and that this, which now
comes first on the notice paper, should be
consii ered and passed before the other Bill
is fin: lly dealt with. In the Press report of
the Minister's second reading speech on this
Bill, the public was given a wrong under-
standing of the portions of the Bill that
differad from the measure introduced last
year. 1 do not think anyone is to blame for
that ns the Minister, towards the end of his
second veading speech, said he believed he
had ¢rawn attention to all those parts of the
Bill -hat _differed in a major way from the
contents of last yvear’s Bill. Unfortunately,
that remark was taken to mean that every-
thine he mentioned in his second reading
speech was a recital of the major difference
betwzen this Bill and that of last year.
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The Minister for Works: I did not intend
it in that way,

Hon. A, R. . HAWKE: T am sute the
Minister did not, and his statement could
not correctly be interpreted in that way, but
unfortunately that is the way in which it
was represented to the public, as the report-
ers coucerncd apparently interpreted the
Minister’s statement to mean that everything
he had discussed in his second reading
speech related to major alterationsiin this
Bill as compared with the measure brought
down last year. The Minister, in fact, dealt
not only with major alterations in the pre-
sent Bill, but with important matters that
were also dealt with in last year’s Bill in the
same form.

The present Bill contains & provision—as
did that of last year—to give the Minister a
diseretionavy right to allow a eoncessional!
basis of rating in respect of any country
lands where the owner or occupier has, in
the opinion of the Minisfer, already made
adequate provision for a water supply for
the holding, ineluding a supply for domestie
purposes. Under this concession the Min-
ister ean eharge no more tban 3d. per acre,
for each of the seven ycars, by way of water
rate. If the cireumstances warrant it he
may charge less than 3d. per acre. When
this proposal was before the Touse last year
the present Minister, in his then eapacity
as member for Williams-Narrogin, moved to
reduce the 3d. per acre to 2d. por nere. T
do not know whether, in his perusal of the
present Bill, he gave elose attention to the
viewy in that regard which he held so firmly
last year. If so, I hope that when the Bill
is in the Committec stage he will advise

‘members why he has not been able, this

vear, to sse his way clear to put into the
Bill the prineiple that he tried to have in-
gerted [ast vear by way of amendment.

The Minister for Works: I might be
forced to mention such factors as the 40-
hour week, and so on.

Hon. -A. R. G. TAWKZE: The Bil] of last
vear proposed to ostablish a maximum rate
of 5d. per acre for agrienitural land. That
prineiple is contained in this year’s measure,
and in addition there is an altornative to
the 5d. per acre maximum rating. I refer
to the impesition of a rate of three per
eeni. on the wynimproved value of the land.

The¢ Minister is to determine what is the
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unimproved value of the land in question,
An amendment of this kind was suggested
at one stage last year—I think it was an
amendment put forward by the Legislative
Couneil.

At that time I had the amendment investi-
gated by the appropriate departmental
oflicers, who advised me that the aceeptance
and application of that alternative system
of rating would deprive the Water Supply
Depariment of roughly £50,000 per year.
Therefore, [ hope the Minister has closely
investigated the likely effect of the opera-
tion of this alternative hecsuse I imagine
that, in these days of rising costs, the Water
Supply Department is in no position to
afford a loss of £30,000 per year, which
might be the loss incarred if this alternative
system of rating were applied "to country
lands in preference to the 5d. per aere
basis. I admit there is a safeguard inas-
much ag it is left to the Minister himself
to determine the value of the unimproved
land if the alternative basis of rating is
applied to any particular property.

The only other part of the measure I
wish to disenss has to do with the power
to sell land where water rates have remained
unpaid for a specified period. In the Bill
of last year, this power to sell was covered
by two clauses, but in this measure 15
clauses are required to cover the same mat-
ter, T eannot understand why the method
used last year eonnot be adopted this year.
There must be some very solid reason why
this measure requires an  additional 13

clanses for that purpose. ” If the Minister’

ean demonstrate that the present process of
selling land for unpaid rates will be a short-
er process and preferably much eheaper for
all concerned, then I shall be very happy to
support it. T quite appreciate that more
phraseology might be required to lay down
n more simple system with which to operate
this power, but if the Minister is unable to
advance solid argument to snpport the in-
sertion of the additional elanses, I shall try
to have some of them eliminated.

An important alteration has been made
in the present measure in the order in which
creditors shal] rank when land has been sold
for unpaid water rates. TIn last year’s Bill
local authorities were given third priority.
In this measure they are to be given a lower
priovity by one grade, having been dropped

[ASSEMBLY.]

from third priority to fourth priority group.
As againsi that, the Rura] and Industries
Bank has been raised in priority from No.
4 to No. 3. It appears, therefore, the local
authorifies are to be penalised in order that
the Rural and Industries Bank might be
advantaged. The No. 4 priority which was
to have been given the Rural and Industries
Bank by the measure of last year was chal-
lenged by either the present Minister for
Works or the present Deputy Premier when
this proposal was being debated. It was
challenged very sericusly because of what
they considered the comparatively high
priority being given to the Rural and In-
dustries Bank., They argued that the bank
should not have any such priority at all;
in faet T think they wanted to reduce the
priority being given. Yet, in this measure,
the priority of that bank has been raised
and the priority of local authorities lowered,

The Minister might have a good case to
support these alterations and he might be
able to eonvinee me in Committeg that his
propesal is the right one. However, T ask
members carefully to study the list of
priorities. ] know that the Rural and In-
dustries Bank is g State trading institution
and that we are in duty bound to do cvery-
thing within 1reason to protect and
strengthen it, but I consider it arguable
whether u higher priority shonld e granted
to jt than to loeal authorities, which have
probably expended a good deal of rate-
payers’ money in the making of roads and
on other works without which the farming
lands concernaed conld not have been estab-
lished, as well as after they beeame produc-
ing units in the agricultural industry. I
support the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read & second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Minister
for Works in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 62—agreed i~

[Mr. Hill took the Chair.]
Clanse 63—Land subject to water rate:

Ar, PERKINS: I move an amendment—

That at the end of paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing proviso be added:—'"Provided that any
such holding shall be rateable so far only as it
extends to a distance not exceeding ome mile
and a half from the pipe.’’
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This is & similar amendment to one which T
moved when a like Bill was before the Cham-
ber last year. Aectually it will only make
the position the same as it is at present.
If the clause is carried as printed, irrespee-
tive of how large a property is and how far
it may eoxtend back from the pipeline, all
of it will be subject to rating. I contend
that that is undesirable. For one thing, it
would be fairly easy for landholders who
were 0 minded to get round the provision
Obviously if a property were divided among
members of a family and the block nearer
the pipeline were put in the name of ona
member and those blocks further back in
the names of other members, the holders of
the property would be able to evade {he pro-
visions of the clause. In any event I be-
lieve it is fair to rate only that poriion of
a prooerty within g mile and a half of the
pipeline as a matter of prineciple.

I know of properties that extend up te
10 miles from the pipeline and it is con-
ceivable that a property could cxtend 15
miles back and because one corner happened
to touch on the pipeline, the whole of the
property would be rated. Yet it would not
necessarily follow that the water serviee
would be equally useful to the back part
of the property. It would be necessary, if
advantage were {o be taken of the scheme
water. to run a private pipeline to the onter
porticns. T think most members are aware
that it is not practicable for stock to travel
much more than two miles to water. The
original Act of 1902 did nof contain this
provise, hut it was incorporated in the Act
of 1921 which was introduced at a time when
the Goldfields Water Supply Scheme was
heing extended to the agrienltural areas.
Seetion 3 of the Goldfields Water Supply
Act Amendment Act of 1911 contains a
proviso exactly similar to my amendment,
and fhat provision has been in foree up to
the present.

I eantend there is no sound reason for not
ineluding it jn this legislation. In our agri-
cultu-al areas the pipelines very largely
run 2long the bottams of the valleys throngh
strips of good country running -amongst
poorer couniry, which is characteristic of
a groat deal of our agricultural distriets.
That is the portion best able to bear a water
rate, because it is much more produetive
than the lighter areas some distance out of
the vallevs. In that lighter country it is
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much easier to get reasonable stoek water
and in many instances the owners of the
properties, some of which comprise rich
land in the valleys and lighter country in
the back portions, find it more economieal
to water those back portigns by means of
bores or other surface water supplies.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
case submitted by the hon. member is much
the same as he presented last year, and on
that oecasion he received the support of
every member on this side of the Chamber.
Under this Bill, we aim to take over the
Goldfields Water Supply Act and I think
there are sound grounds for taking aver
everything in that Aet unless there happens
lo be some strong argument against it. 1
am not disposed to quarrel with the sub-
missions of the hon. member, because T have
aseertained that his amendment does not in-
terfare with income at all or at any rate to
only an extremely small degree—probably
a little it smaller than the hon. member
realises. I have very closcly scanned the
lithos sctting out those areas that will be
omitted if the mile and a half limit be im-
posed.

I 3id anticipate finding quite considerable
areas would be affected, but diseovered that
wos not so. They are small and far hetween.
I do not wnnt the hon. member to think his
amendment is not worth carrying on that
account,  There may be instances wherc a
measuare of fair play will ensue from adopt-
ing ais idea. But it is largely on the scora
that it does not interfere with income that
I intend not to oppose the amendment. I
am partientarly concerned that it should
not interfere with income, hecause this Bill
has been approved by thé Cdmmonwealth
Government and it is upon this legislation
that that Government will decide whether
and how much it will assist us with finance.
For that reason I am anxious that no action
shall be taken that will have the effect -of
reducing income to any material degree.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed fo.

Clause f4—agredd to.

Clause 65—Amount of rate:

Hon. A. R. G. HAWEKE: Subclause (2)
gets ont an alternative method of rating
which is entirely new and did not find any
place in the Bill of last year. I am anxious
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to have from the Minister an explanation
why it hus been ineluded and how he thinks
it will in practice operate.  An amendment
based on this aliernative was put forward
by the Legislative Council last year which,
an investigation by departmental officers,
was estimated to be likely to cost the Water
Supply Department £50,000 if it were to
be widely applied.

The MINISTE! FOR WORKS: Had
there heen any tear in my own mind that
there was likely to be a loss of £50,000 I
would not bhuve had anything to do with
it. The clause is so worded that the dis-
cretion is left with the Minister as to whieh
method of rating shall be hrought into
operation for the time being. Ilad a free
hand been given to farmers to rate their
land ax they wished there would have been
a real danger of the income from the
scheme being sadly reduced.  The hon.
member admitted that no il results were
likely to aecrue having regard to the dis-
eretion vested in the Minister. There may
be occasions when in the interests of fair
play the alternative method might be de-
sirable. .

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: The Minjster
has not piven a satisfactory explanation.
Surely some solid case must have heen pre.
sented to him to induee him to inelnde this
alternative method. Ay first thouzht was
that it was put in to enable the Minister
o pive nroper considerstion to a farmer
acenpying poor quality land in a eompara-
tively mood distriet. Iad that heen the
reason the Minister would have told us
abhont it. But the case conld be met by
imposinT a rate lower than the general dis-
triet rafe, though that might lead fo a lot
of irouble on the part of other farmers
whose rating was on a higher plane. There
muast he some sood reason for the inelu-
sjon of this alternative system, 1 hope the
Minister will give us a frank explanation
and indieate the eireumsiances in which he
wonld agree (o apply the alternative
method.

The MINTSTER FOR WOTKS: The
subelause was mserfed to ensure that pro-
pertics of low value might he safeguarded
arainst excessive rating.

TTon. A, 2. 3, Tiawke: That conld e done
under the other system. )

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR WOREKES: I do not
want too many verying rates, A raie in
one spot different from a neighbouring rate
would lead to the creation of another rat-
ing zone. If a rate was lower than 5d. the
income from the sale of water might be
rednced by many thousands of pounds. I
would not agree to pursue the solution of
the problem along the lines suggested by
the memher for Northam.

Hon. A, R. G. HAWKE: The Minister
has put forward some justification for the
alternative system but has given no speci-
fie instance in whieh the alternative eould
be applied. If he used the alternative sys-
tem of rating and rated under the uwnim-
proved land value systemn he would still
have to lose revenue, hecanse he would only
adont the unimproved land value system to
help the farmer who wax on poor land.
The main justifieation for the alternative
system seems to be that the Minister may,
in a speecifie distriet, allow a Jower rating
to farmers with the poorest land. That
seems to be the real ground for the inelu-
sion of this alternative in the elause, namely
that the Minister may exereise his disere-
Lion fairly and justly in specifie instances.

The MINISTER FPOR WORKS: Under
the Goldfields Water Supply Scheme there
hias never been any differentiation in regard
to raling arising from the faet that some
land is poor and some olherwise, We have
lizd a sixpenny rate over nine-tenths of
the entire area. and on the remaining area
from Speneers Brook westward the rate has
heen 24, or 3d. as a rule.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses' 66 to 88—apreed fo.

Clause 8%—TLand may be sold for arrears
of rates, ete, remaining unpaid for five
yoears:

Hon. F. J, 8. WISE: This is the first
clause of 13 that comprise the division
dealing with power of sale. They are pro-
vided to deal with the same transactions
as weve covered hy two clauses in the Bill
submitted to Parliament-last year. This
point was raised by the member for Nor-
tham during the seeond reading stage, I
would alse draw the attention of eountry
members-—I regret not more of them are
in their seats at the moment—that one of
the elauses in this division vitally affeets
loeal governing hodies in that the period
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during which rates ean remain unpaid be-
fore the land may be sold has been extend-
ed from three years as proposed in the
194G Eill to five years. Then again the
Rural and Industries Bank has been given
a higher priority than in last year's Bill
and that provided for loeal avthorities has
declined. These points certainly call for
a ®lear explanation on the part of the
Minister.

The MINISTER IF'OR WORKS: As the
l.eader of the Opposition says more words
have been used in tbe Bill than were con-
sidered necessary in the previous measure
and also that the period during which
vates may be left unpaid before the land
is sold has been increased from three to
five years. I think that is a change that
will be appreciated.

Hor. 1. J. 5. Wise: I would not say
that iverbiage in legislation makes it all
the better. '

The MINISTER FOR WOLKS: Does
the hon. member suggrest thal the verbiage
has clouded the issuve and that some of it
is useless?

Hon. 1. J. 8. Wise: I think so.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I did
not draft the Bill, but the manner in
which it has been drawn was supposed to
be in the interests of elarity.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: When it takes 15
clauses to set out what twn did hefore!

The MINISTER 1PFOR WORKS: The
extension of the period to five years is in
confarmity with the amendment embodied
in the load Distriets Aet Amendment Act
passe 1 by Parliament last year at the in-
stanee of the hon. member’s own Govern-
ment, when dealing with precisely  the
same matters. Tn that instanee, of conrse,
it applied to ordinary road heard rates and
not water rates. That was supposed to he
an inprovement on the previous position.
I ean see no weakness in the division apart,
perh: ps, from its length.

Hon. T. J. 8. WISE: The explanation of
the Minister is wholly unsatisfactory, par-
tieularly as to why 13 clauses are required
to deal with what two were sufficient for in
last vear's legislation. The marginal note
to the clanse differs from that of last
year s B3ill only in respect of the term of
years., My great concern, is not only with
regard to the provisions of the clause un-
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der diseussion but with respeet to the
others that follow in the division and
which are akin to Clavse 90 of last year’s
Bill. I would Jike a clearer explanation
from the Minister with regard to the add-
ed powers of sale. '

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The ob-
jeet of the draftsman has been to secure
uniformity in provisions of this type. Last
year we passed the Road Distriets Aect
Amendment Aet when occasion was taken
to recast the procedure for the ecompulsory
sale of land for arrears of rates. As I
understand the position, the draftsman of
this Bill, has, for the sake of uniformity,
followed substantially, and“I think almost
entirely, the provisions of the Road Dis-
tricts Act Amendment Act of last year.

Hen, T J. 8. Wise: Does it follow the
provisions ! ’

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
may be some verbal alterations but in
substance, and largely in the actual word-
ing, it follows the corresponding provision
in the legislation of last year. The idea
was that it would no doubt be helpful thag
all eases dealing with the eompulsory sale
of land under these conditions should he
similar.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I agree.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: So far as
I ean see from a hasty glance, I think the
provisions largely correspond except for
the aceessary variations.

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: It would be un-
fortunate if there were any additional
authorities provided.

The ATTORNEY GLNERAL: I would
not like to say anything definite on the
point withont examining the position more
fully. It would appear that the provision
for the sale of land in respeet of which
rates have remained unpaid for five years
corresponds with the period provided in
connection with similar transactions under
the Road Distriets Aet Amendment Aet of
last year.

Sitting suspended from G.I5 to 7.30 p.m.

BHon. F. J. 8. WISE: The explanation
given of this elause and of the subsequent
provisions in this division of the Bill makes
it perfeetly elear that it is proposed to
follow the provisions contained in the Road
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Districts Aet Amendment Aect, No. 64 of
1946, I find that the treatment in this
Bill is entirely different from that in the
similar Bill of last year. I have no objee-
tion to the clause.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 90 to 98—agreed to,

Clause 99—Application
money:

Mr. PERKINS: I move an amendment—

That in line 14 after the word ‘‘the’’ the
words ‘‘Agency Department of the’’ he in-
serted.

of purchase

The effect will be to restriet the clause to
the agency department of the Rural and
Industries Bank. There is no need for the
elause to apply to the other department
of the bank. The Commissioners of the
bank are well able to take care of any-
thing covered by a general mortgage.

The Minister for Works: I have no ob-
Jection to the amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 100 io 122, Schedule, Title—
agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL AREAS, GREAT
SOUTHERN TOWNS AND GOLD-
FIELDS WATER SUPPLY.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 2nd December.

HON. A. B. G. HAWEKE (Northam)
[7.42]: I claimed in econnection with the
Bill we have just disenssed to have been, to
the extent of about 95 per cent., its legiti-
mate father. I make no such claim in econ-
nection with the Bill now before the House,
beeause I think it can be shown that I am
its [egitimafe father only to the extent of
about 40 per cent. That means that 60 per
cent, of its legitimate parentage belongs to
someone else. I am naturally proud of the
40 per cent. of the Bill of which I am the
tegitimate parent. As regards the remaining
G0 per cent, anyone who cares to eclaim
parenthood of that is quite entitled to do so
ag far as I am concerned,

Mr. Marshall: It seems as though you and
the Minister are not altogether moral,

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Works: I think we have
noticed that without your having 2 word
ahout it.

Mr. Marshall: Never mind about your bat-
ling in,

Hon. A. R. G, HAWKE: The scheme set
out in the Bill is 60 per cent. less in- extent
than the scheme set out in the similar Bill of
last year. That Bill proposed to establish a
scheme to supply water to every town that
wili be supplied by the unew scheme and
to supply water also fo approximately
12,000,000 acres of country land; whereas
the scheme in this Bill proposes te supply
water only to 4,000,000 acres of country
land, The foundation of the scheme is still to
be the same; that is to say, the present Gov-
ernment proposes to continue with the work
put in hand by the previous Government of
raising the retaining wall at Mundaring
Weir to enable the future holding eapacity
of thatb reservoir to he 15,000,000,000 gallons
as against its present holding capacity of
4,000,000,000 gallons.

The Government proposes to raise the
retaining wall of the Wellington Reservoir
to inercase its holding eapacity from
7,000,000,000 to approximately 35,000,000,-
000 gallons. That was the hasis of the
scheme. put forward by the previous. Gov-
ernment last year. Consequently the pre-
seni Government will, hy continuing that
policy in these two directions, be enabled
to store sufficient water at Mundaring and
Wellington to supply not only the needs of
this 40 per cent. of the scheme, but ulti-

. mately the full peeds of the scheme if,

with the passing of time, the original
scheme proposed in the Government’s
legislation of last year is established. The
total estimated eost of the previous scheme
was £10,900,000, and that did not include,
if T vemember rightly, ihe cost of raising
the retaining walls at Mundaring and Wel-
lington.

. The Minister for Works: Neither does
the present fizure.

Hon! A. R. G. IAWKE: The estimated
cost of the much reduced new scheme is
approximately £4,500,000, which fizure does”
not inelude the cost of raising the retain-
ing walls ot Wellington and Mundaring.
The reduction in the new scheme, as com-
pared with last year, is due entirely to the
totnl exelusion of 6,000,000 aeres of land
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in the Great Southern area. I also notice,
according to the plan, a reduction in the
agriculiural areas to be included in the
North-liastern agricultural areas. I am not
sure how many acres of land have been
sliced out there. I wds hoping the member
for Mt. Marshall would be present at this
stage for the purpose of giving the House
the henefit of his adviee regarding the sub-
stantial area that has been eliminated from
the Neorth-Eastern agricultural section,

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Perhaps the Minister
will adjourn the debate for him.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: As far as I am
able to judge from the plan at the back of
the document, which the Minister has made
available to us, a fairly sobstantial area
‘of counntry has been eliminated. I would
like the Minister to tell us precisely how
many owns and acres of agriemltural land
have leen eliminated, and to give us the
reasons for it. I regard the elimination
of more than half of last year’s scheme ag
sometting in the nature of a tragedy. I
know ‘his situation has, to a large estent,
been brought ahout by the short-sightedness
of most of the farmers in the Great South-
ern distriets, by the lack of statesmanship
of the members of Parliament who repre-
senled those districts in this House and in
the Legislative Council last year, and by
the easily understood readiness of the Com-
monwealth Government to exclude as much
as possible of last year’s scheme from what
that Covernment would be called upon to
assist finanetally. On this point the Minis-
ter, in his speech, said—

The question is frequently put as to whether
the attitude of the farmers in that area

That is the Great Southern area

ig likely to be permancent. Experience has
tended to show that’it is net. While I believe
in observing the majority wish in ecases where
that wish is expressed and where no law is con-
travened, I realise that at a later date the sons
of the fathers may adopt an entirely eontrary
viewpoint,

I think that prophesy of the Minister is
likely to be borne out by events in, per-
haps, the not very distant future. To some
extent it was unfortunate that last year’s
Bill was introduced at a time when sea-
.sons in the Great Southern had been very
good ; when the winter rains had been heavy
and tnere was no water shortage of any
consequence in the areas proposed to be
gervec. When the next eycle of dry sea-
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sons comes—and no-one can say how soon
that will be—I think many farmers who
were opposed to last year’s scheme, or who
were lukewarm about it, will learn that
they were wrong, In nnother part of his
specch the Minister said—

The people of Ka.lgoorlie are gratefel for
what the pipeline has done for them.

" He was referring then to the pipeline from

Mundaring to Kalgoorlie. He continued—

An instance quite to the contrary of what
applies to the pipeline country is found in a
string of towns that are so placed that they
regard the heavy rationing of water, dead gar-
dens and the feelings of disgusted house-wives
-—and often for long periods the complete ab-
senee of water—as being quite of the normal
order of things., Thus may we deseribe the
towns of the Great Southern at certain times,
and thus also countless farms in that area.

I do not think the Minister was absolutely
accorate in the language he used then. 1
think, in an endeavour to ‘get eloquence, he
sacrificed accuracy to a large extent. Never-
the less there was a solid amount of truth
in what he said, and I am sure he has seen
the eonditions which he mentioned as exist-
ing throughout the Great Southern when
one dry year followed another and when, as
a resalt, the people on the farms were not
able to conserve in their dams or elsewhere
anywhere near the quantity of water they
required to enable them to earry on fully
their farming operations or, reasonably, the
domestie side of their affairs. I think there-
fore it might he concluded that a time will
come when some of the agricultural areas
in the Great Southern—if not most of them
—will be anxious to become connected to
Government water scheme capable of sup-
plying them regularly with ample and good
guality water.

Under the scheme proposed in the Bill the
Government will receive Commonwealth
financial assistance {o construct a pipeline
from Wellington Dam to a point reasonably
close to Narrogin, from where water will
reticulate to all the Great Southern towns
proposed fo be served by the scheme. The
proposal approved by the Commonwealth
authorities, as I understand the pogition, is
that a pipeline of only 18 inches in diameter
shall be constructed from Wellington Dam
{o a point near Narrogin, The State Govern-
ment of its own initiative, and presumably
at its own expense, will eonstruct a much
larger pipeline which will be in the vicinity
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of 30in. diameter. It will thus be capable
of carrying from the Wellington Dam a
much greater quantity of water than will be
required to serve only the Great Southern
towns, It will be able, if the necessify
arises in the future, to earry sufficient water
—or nearly suflicient water—to serve the
Great Southern agricultural areas which
were included in last year’s Bill, in addition
to the Great Southern towns.

Because this year’s proposed scheme does
not tuke into consideration the reticulation
of the agrieultural areas, we are going to
have the same position develop in the Great
Sonthern agrieultural districts in the future,
as we have had in many of the Kastern
agrienltural districts in the years gone by.
In other words, any extensions from the
Great Southern mains to serve the agrieul-
tural lands will be of a heteh-potech and
most unsystematie nature. By the scheme
of the previeus Governments, the reticula-
tion of the Great Southern agricultural
areag was to be earried out on an orderly
basis, and the reticulation pipes from the
main to the agricultural arcas would have
heen wa ordered and of such size as to have
established a balanced rcticulation system
from which every farmer deawing water
from the scheme would have been able at all
fimes to have reeeived his veasonable Te-
quirements. Daeg anvene think that that
orderly, systematic basis is likely to develop
out of a half-haked scheme such as the one
now before Parliament? Of course it can-
not possibly develop,

No systemn at all, if we stick to the true
interpretation of the word “system,” ean
possibly develop out of the proposed scheme.
The Government of the future will find that
when the main pipeline from Wellington
Dam to Narrogin is established and lines
runuing south and north from Narrogin
are laid, a farmer here and there will apply
to have his lond econnected up with the
system. The department will yse a reticula-
fion pipe of sufticicnt size only to sapply
the needs of those farmers.

Mr. Marshall: That will be nice!

Hon, A, R. G. IIAWKE: That is what
will happen, a< it has happened in hundreds
of cases in the Fastern agrienitural distriets
served by the Goldfields water supply main.
Is it imagined that when a few farmers
on the Great Southern apply to be eon-
nected to the pipeline, the Government will

[ASSEMBLY ]

lay reticulation pipes of sufficient size to
the properties concerned to enable other
formers further out—with the passing of
years—to he connected satisfactorily? No
Government and no department would do
that. They would not know when or whether
those more distant farmers would apply to
be eonneeted with the scheme, In the (ireat
Southern agricaultural areas in future we
will see spasmodic connections made from
the pipeline to°the properties of individual
farmers. When (ry seasons come—any they
must—other farmers will clamour to be con-
pected, and the department and Govern-
ment of that day will have either to con-
tinue the reticulation pipelines then exist-
ing, or tear them up and instal larger mains
to mect the needs of all those then con-
cerned,

My condemmnation of the Bill is that it
will make it impossible for the agrienitural
lands of the (ireat Southern to be given in
future a water supply worthy of the name.
Farmers in that area who will need an
assured supply of mood water, will have little
or no hope of getting it throngh this seheme
and under this Bill, I do not know that
area sulficiently well to be able to say
whence the majority of requesis for con-
nection with the scheme are likely to arise,
In the carly stages they may come from
farmers loecated nearest to the main pipe-
line running either north or south from
XNarragin, but after a time there will be one
or two sueeessive dry seasons, and then the
Government will receive many reguests
from farmers, suffering as the result of
those dry seasons, for their properties to
he connected with the scheme. Beeause theve
is no plan for the retivnlation of the farm-
ine arveas, the connectlons will be made
hoteh-poteh and higgledy-pigzledy, and with
the passing of the years the position will
be entirely unsatisfactory. The Government
of this Stale will have to bear the whole cost
of reticulating the water from the main
pipeline to the farmers.

The Minister for Works: Do not be too
sure on fhat point.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Whoereas under
the Bill of last year the Commonwealth
would have been ealled nupon to meet half
the cost, the Minister, by way of inter-
jection, asks whether T am surve the State
Government in future wiil have to berr the
whele cost of retieulating water to agmri-
eultural lands in the Great Southern area,
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I am sure, beecause never will there be any
substantial orderly cxtension of water sup-
ply facilities fo the farmers in that part
of the State, Never will therec he a saffi-
ciently large number of requests from farm-
ers, at any one time, for the Government
te rcticulate water to their properties.
Surely the Minister does not flatter himself

with the thought that if the pipeline 19

taken from Wellington Dam to Narrogin,
and subsidiary pipelinds are eonsirueted
gsonth-we.t and north-west from Narrogin,
and lalf a dozen farmers wish fto be con-
nected to the scheme here and there, he will
be able successfully to apply to the Com-
monvealth Government to meet half the
cost of that reticulation. I am sure ne
Minister—not even the present Minister—
woul¢. advance to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernmeni a request of that kind.

The Governmerit and people of this State,
by the defeat of last ycar’s Bill and the
approval of this new scheme, will onee and
for all have freed the Commonwealth Gov-
ernmint of the responsibility of meeting,
to the extent of even one penny, the cost of
retict lntinz water to the boundarics of the
properties of furmers in the Great Sonthern
area in the future, The Minister said—and
gecmed to be impressed by the fact—that
the Commonwealth Commitiee of Investi-
gation readily agreed to the exclusion of
the (Freat Southern agricultural areas. T
should think the committee would agree.
The :omplete scheme of last year was esti-
mated to cost £10,000,000, not including the
eost of raising the retaining walls at Mun-
daring and Wellington Dam. The Common-
wealih was asked last year, by the then
Government, to mect half that estimated
cost. Tt would therefore have heen ealled
upon to provide approximately £5,000,000,
had -t agreed to that request.

Tke total estimated cost of this year’s
scherie is £4,500,000, of which the Com-
monweglth is being asked to meet half, or
roughly £2,250,000. Tt is elear that under
the scheme of the previous Government
the Commonwealth was asked to provide
about £3,000,000, as against £2,250,000 un-
der the present scheme. I do not know
wheiher members generally are au  fait
with the personnel of that Commonwealth
Committee of Investigation. If they are
they will know that the majority of its
menr hers would not be anxious to load the
Commonwealth Government with heavy
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expenditure. I can understand why that
committee readily and enthusiastically
agreed to the exclusion of the Great
Soutaern apricultural areas from the
scheme. It agreed primarily because that
would mean saving the Commonwealth
about £2,750,000, as against what would
have been its contribution under last
year’s scheme.

As one who for years has keenly studied
financinl matters, Mr. Speaker, would not
you——if you were a member of the Com-
monwealth  Investigation Committec—em-
bracz affectionately the opportunity of
saving your Government £2,750,0007%
Would you not embrace it more especially
if the farmers in the areas concerned had
been whipped into a frenzy of opposition
to the scheme as it applied to them? Would
you not embrace it even more enthusiasti-
eally if you were aware that the politieal
representatives of the districts concerpoed.
had adopted a wishy washy attitude—
especially in the Legislative Council—in
rclation to the scheme of last year as it
affected the agricultural areas concerned?
There need he no surprise, on the part of
the Minister or anyone else, that the Com-
monwealth ecommiftee readily agreed to
exclude the Great Southern areas. I
imagine that it just as readily agreed to
exclnde as much of the North-Eastern
agricultural areas as possible, so that the
total cost of the redueed scheme of this
year—as compared with that of last year
—might be as low as possible.

Mr. Marshall: If this scheme ultimately
faily or is inefficient, whe will take respon-
sibility for it? '

Hon. A. R. . HAWKE: I have no fear
that the scheme set out in the Bill will
fail. T am satisfied that technically and
finaneially it will work reasonably well,
becnuse, as I have said, it is 40 per ecent.
of the complete scheme put forward last
vear. Even though it is only a medinm -
sliez of last year’s seheme, technically and
finanecially it is all right. From the Com-
monwealth point of view it is good, as it
will save that Government £2,750,000,
whieh will never in future be recoverable,
No future Government of this State will
he able to put a case to the Commonwealth
to rcecover that money, because the Great
Sonthern areas reticulation scheme will
nol. be systematie. It will be a thing of
bits and pieces, and no State Government
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with a sense of decency could approach
the Commonwealth for finaneial assistance
in order to carry out such a scheme. So
the substantial reductions on last year’s
scheme are, in my epinion, nothing short
of a tragedy to anyone who is prepared to
Iook 2 sufficient number of years ahead.

I am sure that the Minister, deep in his
mind and heart, would much prefer that
the scheme of last year had been proceeded
with, that that scheme had been the one to
be investigated by the Commonwealth, the
one upon which the Commonwealth should
be ealled upon to make a decision, hecause
it would have been a complete scheme and
one upon which the State would have had
an excellent case to request the Common-
wealth to find half the cost. When opposi-
tion amongst farmers in many of the
Great Southern areas developed on such a
widespread scale as it did, the position be-
came exiremely difficult, Nevertheless
the Governnmient would have been well ad-
vised had it endeavoured to find a way
out of the diffieuliies that did develop. I
am sure that a way out could have been
found had the Government stuck to the
problem, instead of just taking the easy
way of allowing the Commonwealth com-
mittee to agree to the exclusion of more
than 50 per cent. of the agricultural areas
included in the original scheme, so that
the Commoniealth, instead of being called
upon to provide £5,000,000, would have
to find only 2'% million pounds of the
total estimated cost.

I do not know whether the portion of
the North-Eastern agricultural distriets,
which have been excluded from the pro-
posed scheme. as compared with last year’s
scheme, was excluded on the recommenda-
tion of the Commonwealth committee or by
the Minister and the State Government.

The Minister for Works: It was exclud-
ed before we came in.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: That is not so.
It is of no use the MMinister’s saying that
the exclusion took place hefore the present
Government assumed offiee. I say quite
clearly and beyond a shadow of doubt
that up to the day on which I left office,
whiech was the 1st April, there had been
no exclusion at all.

The Minister for Works: You mean that
no report had come to hand.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Nothing of any
kind had been received from the Common-
wealth up to the 3lst March as to the
exclusion even of the Great Southern arens,
Jet alone the North-Eastern areas.

The "Minister for Works: I realise that.
I am explaining the exclusion of the
North-Eastern portion,

~ Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: The Minister a
few moments ago led the House-to believe
that the exclusion took place during the
period in office of the previous Govern-
ment, That is not so.

Hon, F. J. 8. Wise: That is what he pre-
tended.

Hon, A. R. G. HAWKE: It might well
be that the Commonwealth committee had
made sowe recommendations before the 31st
March, but if so, we as a Government had
not received the slightest inkling of them,
Does the Minister now say without any quali-
fication that the Commonwealth committee
had, prior to the 31st March of this year,
arrived at decisions recommending the ex-
clusion of the whole of the agricultural
areas in the Great Southern and also por-
tions of the North Eastern argricultural
areas?

The Minister for Works: I go no further
than to vrepeat what I have already said,
namely, that I diselaim respounsibility, ond
so doeg the Government, for the exelusion.

Hon, A. R. G. HAWKE: That is only
one of the things the Minister said. Ie
said that the exclusions were made prior to
the present Government taking office,

Hon, F. J. 8. Wise: Which was quite
wrong,

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I tell the House
plainly thnt no exclusions of any sori were
notifled to us by the Commonwealth commit-
tee and, so far as I am aware, the Common-
wealth committee had not made any ded-
sians to exclude any of those areas prior to
the 31st March. Before the Bill is taken
into Committee I should like to know just
when reeommendations were made for the
exelusion of those distriets. I also want to
know who made those deeisions. It is
equally necessary to know whether the Gov-
ernment put up any argument or figure
against those exelusions,

Mr. Ackland: There would have been a
fight from the farmers had thev not been
excluded. They do not want the scheme,
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Hon, A, R. G. HAWKE: I want to know
clearly how those exelusions came shout
and the reasons why the State Government
finally agreed to them,

Mr. ‘Criat: The farmers do not want the
water. That is why.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: If the Minister
can justify those execlusions, espeecially the
exclusicn of the North-Eastern agrieultural
districts, it will be for members to decide
whethey they think the right thing has been
done. If a majority of members consider
that the wrong thing has been done, they
will need to shape theu- course of action
accordingly.

The Minister also told us that, althoungh
be confidently anticipates that the Common-
wealth Government will make available half
the total estimated cost of the new scheme,
he has not yet received any final reply on
that point. In other words, this greatly re-
duced scheme is still in the air and very
much in the air. I do not know what steps
the Gevernment has faken with a view to
getting a decision from the Prime Minister.
I am anxious to know just what steps, if
any, rave been taken. Has the Minister
himself visited Canberrz to discuss this
matter with, the Prime Minister in order
that & quick deeision might be obtained
from him? The Minister might think that,
as the Bill is not yet law and as the depart-
ment is not yet ready to move ahead with
the work on the secheme, further delny is not
serious,

I think forther delay wonld be serious be-
cause Commonwealth finances will become
inereasingly harder. Any member who eon-
siders Australian econditions today will
realise that the financial affairs of all Gov-
ernments will become more difficult as the
years zo hy. The State Treasurer has discov-
ered this alrendy. No doubt he proposes to
approach the Prime Minister in the reasen-
ably near future to try to gel some financial
assistanee for his defieit for the current fin-
ancial vear Other State Governments may be
in a similar position, The demands upon the
reveniie of the Commonwealth are inereas-
ing from verv many directions—demands in
respect of social services, post-war commit-
ments and a hnndred-and-one other things.
So it is obvi-us that the Commonwealth
Government will in fature have to look more
carefully to its expenditure than it has done
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in the past. Therefore it appears to be a
matter of considerable urgency that the
State Government should do everything in
its power to obtain a final deciston quickly
from ihe Prime Minister as to the extent to
which his Government will assist the State
to establish this very much redueed water
scheme for certain country distriets,

The reasons I have put forward as to why
the State Government should press the Com-
monwealth o make a deeision quickly on
the pcint are also very solid reasons why ne
Government in Western Australia in futare
will have much chance; if any, of getting
financial assistance from thé Commonwealth
to reticulate farming areas in the Great
Southern distriets when farmers apply to
have their properties connected with the
pipeline. There again the State Government
hag lost a golden opportunity of getting
£5,000,000 from the Commonwealth instead
of 2%, millieng to establish a comprehensive
witer supply system capable of supplying,
not only four million acres of land to he
served by this seheme and the 30 or more
country towns, but also six million acres of
country lands and also some additional
towns,

We are passing from {he golden age of
finanee whieh has been with us in Ausiralia
for, say, the last seven years. I think the
age of easy money is slipping away. 1
believe that the opportunity for State Gov-
ernments to get financial assistance from
the Commonwealth for large and worth-
while projeets is fast disappearing. The
last seven or eight years, including the pre-
sent year, have been the vita]l years when
State Governments had a very good oppor-
tunity of submitting to the Commenwealth
big projects for the purpose of obtaining a
large measure of finaneial aid.

The Premier: Money will have to be
found for development, especially in the
less populated States.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWEKE: The Premier
has made a profound- ohservation and one
with which I completely agree. Money will
have io be found for earrying out import-
ani developmenta] projects in all States and
especialy in the less developed States. The
point T am making is that, instead of the
States concerned being able to get the Com-
monwenlth to meet one-half or a large pro-
poriion of the capital cost, they in the
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future will have to shoulder the whole of
the capita]l cost. Consequently the people
of the States have to shoulder the whole of
the debt burdens for years to come hecanse
of the State Governments having had to
raise all the monecys on their own 'initiative.
That is the vital difference in the Premict’s
viewpoint and my own, and it is a very
vital difference indecd from the point of
view of the people of a State like Western
Australia; beeause, as we know, the people
of this State over the years have had to
build up a hage public debt in proportion
to our small population in order that
developmenta] projects might be established.
And unless our population be very much
increased in the next few wyears, our still
comparatively small population will suffer
a heavy finaneial burden if the whole of the
capital cast of future developmental works
has to he loaded upon the State instead of
heinz shared reasonally between the State
and the Commonwealth.

I think the question of Commonwealih
financial aid in conneetion with even this
much reduced scheme is very urgent and
vital, and a special visit on the part of
the Minister for Works to the Eastern
States would be justified. T am nol aware
when the Premier will next he in the Eastern
States. If it is likely to be very saon, I
suepest that he take the Minister for Works
with him and that they both personally
intervicw the Prime Minister to try to get
a favourable decision as quickly as possible.

The Premier: He told me when I was in
Canberra that he wounld look favourably on
this scheme.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: We know how
busy the Prime Minister is and how much
busier he has been in recent weeks than he
should have been. Wo know how much
work and pressure have been put on him
by the inspired propaganda of certain
finaneial institutions.

Mr. Bovell: He brought that on him-
self.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: It is necessary,
thercfore, that the Premier should continne
to stress this matter, and I suggest that it
is worth a visit by the Premier or one of
his Ministers to Canberra within the next
fortnight. I would be very much happier
in regard to the measure of financial assist-
ance which the Commonwealth is to grant
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if the State Government eould get & decision
from the Prime Minister before the end of
this year.

The Premier: The Prime Minister ig well
informed on it.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKLE: I know, because
I bad the pleasure myself of personally ex-
plaining the comprehensive seheme to lim
in Canberra many months ago. Nevertheless,
in conneetion with this much redueed scheme,
the Stnte Government is still awaiting a
deciston by the Commonwealth Government,
I believe myself, that the Commonwealth
Ciovernment will agree to make available half
of the £4,500,000 required for the scheme,
but the members of the (lovernment in this
Stale would be unwise just to sit back and
say they will get a favourable deeision some
day., The Government of Western Aus-
tralia is not the only Government dunring
—if T might use that word—the Prime Min-
ister for money. Every State Government
in Australia is deing the same thing and so
are hundreds of different organisations re-
presenting formers and workers and other
groups and also tens of thousands of in-
dividuals. 8o it js essentinl—and I say this
as a result of my own experience over the
years—that the request of the State Gov-
ernmrent to the Commonwealth in this matter
should be pressed continually; and the hest
method of pressing it is by personal repre-
sentations by a member of the State Gov-
crnment to the Prime Minister himself.

I trust the Premier will give serions
consideration to that suggestion, hecause I
am sure it is the only way by which a reason-
ably quick decision will be obtained and it
may be the only way by which the desired
decision will be obtained. T was interested
in page 16 of the yellow-covered book which
the Minister made available to vs; ond 1
think the colour of the eover is nppropriate
when one compares this scheme with that
put forward by the previous Government
last year.

Mr. Marshall: A yellow streak.
eannot look 20 years ahead,

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Before dealing
with page 16, I would draw the attention
of memhers to the summary of the request
by the State Government to the Common-
wealth, that summary being set out on pages
5, 6 and 7 of the document. This summary
is almost word for word the same as that

They
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of last year's request by the State Govern-
ment o the Commonwealth Government. I
would say that it is about 95 per cent. the
same, werd for word, the only alterations
in this year's summary as ecompared with
last year's having to do with the alteration
in this vear’s proposed seheme as compared
with that of last year—which seems to in-
dicate that when the summary of the scheme
was drawn up and approved last yrar, it
was done exceptionally well. ’ages 16 and
17 discizg briefly the metropolitan power
scheme, the South-West power seheme, the
raising of Mundaring Weir, the raising of
Wellington Dam, Buabuory industrial area,
and the State chareoal-iron industry and
alunite indostry.

I have already snid that the scheme put
forward by the Government this year is part
of the comprehensive scheme submitted by
the previous Government, and when I re-
membey that, and when I read these items
disenssed on pages 16 and 17, I eannot help
saying that the water supply scheme dealt
with in this Bill and in this document, the
metropolitan power scheme, the South-West
power schieme, the raising of the Mundaring
weir, the raising of Wellington Dam, and the
proposisl indastrial arca at Bunbury, and
the State charconl-iron industry and alunite
industry, were all part and parcel of the
policy tnd work of the previous Government.
Not in any respect has the present Govern-
ment had anything to do with any of those
things except to reduce the proposed com-
prehensive water supply seheme ol last year
to about 40 per ecent. of what was proposed
at thai time., I regard this Bill and the
proposed scheme which the Bill ealls upon
Parliaraent to approve as disappeinting in
the extreme; as short-sighted in the most
intense fashion possible; as lacking com-
pletely in vision of the State’s future, and
therefcre completely lacking in statesman-
ship.

In the circumstances the Government may
nat have been in a position to go on with
the propnsed comprehensive scheme of last
vear. [ know there were very serious poli-
tical considerations in the way. I know the
Minister for Works—at least I think the
Minister for Waorks—would be far happier
today if he were handling the comprehensive
Bill and scheme of last year than he is at
having te handle this one-third of a scheme.
I think the Deputy Premier would similarly

be?
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mueh prefer to have seen the comprehensive
scheme established as against this piecemeal
scheme,

The Premier: There was no certainty
you would get the money for the original
scheme. .

Hon. A, R. G. HAWKE: Well, here is
a Daniel come to judgment with a venge-
ance! Of course, there was no eertaintyl

The Piemier; There is mueh more cer-
tainty ahout this modified Scheme.

Hon, A, R. G. HAWKE: I do not know
whether there is much more certainty.

The Premier: Oh, yes! The Prime Minis-
ter says so himself.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKIE: When I inter-
viewed. (he Prime Minister many menths ago
in  connection with the comprebensive
scheme, he was intensely interested in it.

The Premier: I do not doubt that,

Houn. A. R, G. HAWKE: He regarded
it as one of the best projects put forward
in the whole of the Commonweslth for the
{farther development of rural industries and
for the decentralisation of secondary in-
dustries and for the building up of rurul
popuwlation, Therefore, I think it is reason-
able to believe that the Prime Minister would
bave loocked with considerable sympathy
upon the Commonwealth Government join-
ing in on a 50 per cent. baxis with the Gov-
ernment of Western Australia in 1be im-
plementation of the proposed comprehensive
scheme., 1 will admit we would have had
to keep pegging away at him.  We would
frequently have had to send either the
Premier or the Minister concerned to Can-
berra to discuss the matter with the Prime
Minister, with other appropriate Common-
wealth Ministers and probably, in detail,
with Commonwealth Treasury oflicers.

The Premier: 1 think he was impressed
by the committee’s report.

Hon. AL R. G. HAWKE: 0Of course he
would .be impressed by the Commonwealth
ecommittee’s -report and recommendations.
What Commonwealth Treasurer would not
What Prime Minister, met with a re-
quest to find half of the finance required
for a £10,000,00 scheme and afterwards
presented with a request in connection with
a similar secheme to make only £2,230,000
available, would not he impressed? T do
not think there is a Commonwealth Treas-
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urer that ever existed or is ever likely to
exist who would not be impressed with the
£2,250,000 idea as against the £5,000,000
idea.

The Chief Seeretary: I think that is un-
just to the Prime Minister.

Hon. A. R, G. HAWKE: I think that if
the Chief Secretary could put himself in
the position of the ‘Prime Minister he
would realise it was not one scrap unjust
but was completely merciful. The Chief

Secretary does not want te run away with .

the idea that the Prime Minister is siiting
in his chair at Canberra waiting for some-
ong to tell him how, where and when to
spend the money he has.

The Chief Seeretary: I think he is in-
terested in the development of Australia.

Hon. A, R. G, HAWKE: XNaturally.
The Chief Secretary: In the most effi-
cient manner,

Hon, A. R. G. HAWKE: The Prime Min-
ister has requests plns commitments which
would double and indeed many times double
the financial resources available to him, so
whenever financial velief comes to him, as
it eame fo him as a result of the recom-
mendations of this Commonwealth Commit-
tee of Investigntion, he very naturally takes
advantage of it fto treat with the State
Government upon the new basis as advised by
such committee. T am confident in my own
mind that if we had been able to keep alive
the comprehensive scheme, if we had been
able to obtain the approval of both Houses
of the State Parliament to that scheme, the
Prime Minister would in all probability have
agrecd to make £5,000,000 available from
Commonwealth resources to assist us to
establish that scheme in this State. My
position is that part of a scheme is better
than no scheme.

One-third of a loaf is better than no
bread; so I have no option but to support
the second reading of the Bill. I shall have
no opportunity either of doing anytbing
with the Bill in Committee either because
it is one to approve of the scheme and to
guthorise the construction of it. Even if
there were some reasonable opportunity in
a technical sense to expand the proposed
scheme, there would be no epportunity in
a legal sense because our Standing Orders
and the rules of proeedure in Committee
would not permit a private member to

»
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move an amendment, the effeect of which
would be to increase its scope and cost.
Thus, no matter how mueb a private mem-
ber might desire to expand the scheme or
how anxious he might be to extend it in
the reasonably near future he has to ac-
cept what is proposed because no other
course is available for him. With consider-
able disappointment I propose to support
the second reading of the Bill

MR. PERKINS (York) [848]: I am
sorry the member for Northam has taken
such a pessimistic view of the Bill

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: 1 have taken a
practical view of it.

Mr. PERKINS: He has certainly taken
a pessimistie view regarding the scheme out-
lined in the booklet that has been cirenlated
amongst members, I suggesf that if he were
to go around some of the country districts
and contact the people who will be served
by it, his ideas might be brought into pro-
per perspective.

Hon. A. H. Panton: The time will come.

Hon. A, R. G. Hawke: You bet it will.

My, PERKINS: To listen to the member
for Northam one would imagine his econ-
cern to be that his original proposal has
been amended so as to spend only half the
amount of Loan fands that would have
been expended had his ecomprehensive
scheme been proceeded with, irrespective of
the fact that he was told at the time by a
great many people that they did not desire
the Loan funds to be spent in that diree-
tion, and that they considered there were
other ways by which the money could be
spent and the labour and material, both of
which were and have been short for a con-
siderable time, ufed to better effect. Many
of the distriets were reasonably well watered
and the settiers there considereq they conld
obtain all they required for their own needs.
Surely it will he conceded that individuals
who are to have such utilities and serviees
provided for them are the best judges of
whether they are required.

T have before me the maps showing the
boundaries under the comprehensive scheme
as outlined by the present member when
he was Minister for Works, and that relat-
ing to the amended scheme as submitted to
the House in connection with the Bill under
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discussion. In my opinion, the amended
scheme provides all the essentials that the
forme: ecomprehensive scheme embodied.
Members representing rural constituencies
were inundated with -letters at fthe time
of the eomprehcosive water supply scheme
proposals, those communications ecoming
from people who objected to heing rated
under the proposal when they already had
sufficient water for their own’ purposes.

I had letters from some Ffarmers who had
taken up sandplain country throuzgh which
the survey for the projected scheme ran,
who said that if they were to be levied a
rate of 5d. an acre they would be compelled
seriously to consider the abandoning of the
properties. On a good holding, a rate of
5d. an acre at times when the prices for
agricnltural products were reasonably good
eould be met, but in the marginal areas such
a rafing might mean all the difference be-
tween profit and loss. In any ease, this
House would be wrong if it ignored the
expression of opinion of those most vitally
concerned in such a secheme and the nse of
it. [ am afraid that is what would have
bhappened if the present member for
Nortaam had been able to foree his scheme
upon the country in the form placed before
the House. It might have been possible to
have amended it, but he was not prepared
to aceept certain vital alterations to the Bill
he plaeced before members.

The scheme outlined by the Minister for
Works under the Biil embodies some of
thos: amendments, and I think the scheme
wili now be accepted without mueh opposi-
tion in the arens proposed to be furnished
with this service. Of eourse, it is inevit-
able that there will be some opposition, bnt
T tkink the majority of reasonable people
will agree that where the greater number
desives the service then, even thongh it might
pert aps, slightly disadvantage some by the
installation of the scheme, those disabilities,
if tney can be regarded as such, will have
to be suffered for the good of the greater
number. As the comprehensive scheme was
drafted, the indications were that in cer-
tain areas a big majority of the farmers
wotld be entirely opposed to it.

Coming to the aetnal area that the
amended scheme is designed to serve—I do
not intend to say anything about the Great
Southern portion of it beecause 1 do not

. proof fence.
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know that part so intimately as other mem-
bers, and I will leave it to them to deal
with from that phase—I shall refer to the
North Edstern and Eastern areas, in the
light of my study of the map and my con-
tacts over a long period with the producers
in those areas. In my opinion the area
within the lines marked on the map is that
which is in the greatest need of reticulated
water supplies. I cannot follow the mem-
ber for Northam in his remarks about the
North-Eastern portion that has been cut off.
On comparing the two maps, I notice that
the houndarjes of the respective schemes are
exactly the same coming from KXondinin
around the castern frontage, following
around the North-Eastern end until we come
north of Cadoux and on to the rabbit-proof
fonce. The houndaries there are exactly
similar.

There is an area cut out running up to
Dalwallinu. I am informed by the mem-
ber for Irwin-Moore that the majority of
the land holders in that area would have
been opposed to a reticulation scheme there
because they already have sufficient water
supplies for their own needs. In the far
North-Eastern parts the boundary lines co-
incide exactly. On the western side the
boundary follows largely the No. 2 rabbit-
From my knowledge of the
country I would say that the area to be
served by the new scheme is that which
requires water from a reticulated type of
unclertaking. Inevitably, there will be some
small areas that could do with water sup-
plies if the pipes could be run out to them,
but they would be very limited in extent.
As one goes westward from the rabbit-proof
fence the agricultural areas are quite well
watered at present.

In recent years the farmers have been
concerned with the effect of too much water
rather than of too little. In those aveas that
are subject to flooding it is quite usual to
find good underground water supplies. In
the towns in those areas, as apparently
oceurs in the Great Southern, the provision
of water supplies for the towns from local
ca‘chments creates some diffieulty and
possibly further investigation is neees-
sary to deeide whether it is advisable to
conneet up any such loeal reservoirs in
those parts with the Goldfields or the
Wellington Dam schemes. I have noticed
that no provision i3 made to connect any
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loeal reservoir up fo the Goldfields scheme,
but it is a comparatively small matter to
conneet up a town which is only 20 to 25
miles from the main pipeline.

I also notice that, according to the map,
the size of the pipeline has not been
whittled down proportionately to the re-
duction of the area which the scheme is
designed to serve, so it is reasonable fo
expect that the main pipeline will have
quite a considerable reserve in eapacity to
meet the growing needs of that eountry

for a considerable time to come. We ean
only antieipate a reasonable distance
ahead. Tf those towns in the eastern area

continue to grow and require more water,
then that will justify the inereasing in
size of the main pipeline to an even greater
extent. But I think we e¢an take the
opinion of the engineers in the Goldficlds
Water Supply Department that the scheme,
as outlined, provides a reasonable margin of
safety in the size of the main pipeline,
even though the (ioldfields continue to take
inereasing quantities of water, and the
agricultural areas continue to draw very
heavily on the scheme and the towns in
those areas continue to grow,

I for one will be only too pleased to see
the projected scheme bhecome too small
some time in the future, becanse that
would be an indication of the tremendous
growth and improvement in living condi-
tions in the Eastern agrieullural areas. T
believe that the scheme, as outlined in the
pamphlet accompanying the Bill, is suffi-
eient to meet the needs of the people in
the towns and farming areas in the East-
ern districts which it is designed to serve,
together with the Goldfields portion of the
scheme. We as a Parliament are not
ohliged to spend Loan moneys merely for
the sake of spending them. They should
he expended on reprodnetive works. I am
doubtful whether we can show that snch
Loan moneys, if spent on serving an area
where the producers at present say they
do not require a retienlated water seheme,
eould he eclassed as  being  reproductive
Loan expenditure. If the member for
Northam is keen on seeing additional Loan
monevs spent within the State, T am of
opinion that almost every member in this
House ecan suzpest many avenues in which
to spend them, Tt is not the money which
is the vital concern, but the goods,
materials and labour.
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It appears to me to be rather beating
the air to talk about grand comprehensive
schemes for areas where it iz  doubtful
that the people require the service, when
we have other areas at present desperately
short of water and for which no piping
can be obtained even to serve a limited
part. I know of one town in my clector-
ate whieh requires only about 12 miles of
3-inch piping to connect it to the Goldfields
Water Scheme, At present the people in
that town are restricted in the use of water
in a way similar to that in which other
lowns are restricted when their water
supplies run out. That town has been on
restricted supplies sinee last September.
It has not been possible even to obhtain that
limited quantity of material, We have to
revognise some priorities, and if piping
and similar materials are in such short
supply at present, it is hardly reasonable
to expect that within two or three years
it will he possible to obtain sufficient
materials to pat even this more limited
secheme into operation. If the member for
Northam had his way, we would bhe em-
harking on a project very much greater
than 'the one proposed hy this Bill and re-
quiring mueh heavier material hack in the
primary mains.

This would entail indefinite delay in
the provicion of the water service at the
end of the main. Viewing it from a sel-
fish standpoint, eertain people in the east-
ern part of my electorate see in this
seheme the possibility of pgetting water
within a reasonable time; whereas, if they
liad to wait for water to he provided right
on the extreme end of the Wellington Dam
scheme, it could easily he 15 ar 20 years
hefore they reecived any water. In the
meantime, the member for Northam would
have us believe that it is prefernble to
proceed with a srheme providing o serviee
in distriets whiech do not immediately re-
quire water.

Hon. A, A. M. Coverley: You are not
very hopeful about any efforts on the part
of your Government,

Mr. PERKINS: Other people, hesides
this Government, are concerned in the mat-
ter of supplies. One has to bhe hopeful of
a big improvement in order to obfain hun-
dreds of miles of 12-inch, 10-inch, B-inch
and 6-ineh mains, as provided in this
scheme, without all the smaller reticula-
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tion riains, when at present we are finding
the greatest difficulty in obtaining even 12
miles of 3-ineh main.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: There did not
appear to be any difficulty facing your
Party 12 months ago.

Mr PERKINS: I helieve the scheme is
sufficient to mect our nceds ivithin any
periodl we ean foreecast. If our needs
grow to such an extent that this scheme
will be inadequate at some time in
the lutare, then it will be possible for
us tc make any extension that might he
required. FLooking at the seheme rvealistie-
ally, I ‘think the majority of members
would decide that it is a satisfactory and
realistic approach to the problem with
which we have to deal.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
V. Doney—Williams-Narrogin—in zreply)
[9.7]: I assurc the member for Northam
that we did not wait for any prompting
from him before taking intp aceount the
need for interviewing the Prime Minister
with rezard to the proposal with which we
are now dealing. Wg intend, and have in-
tendad, taking the earliest possible oppor-
tunily to interview him upon this matter.
The member for Northam, and members
generally, will agree that during the few
months we have heen in office there has
been extremely little time for journeys to
the Tastern States for that or for :any other
purpose,

Mr. May: The Premier was over there
the other day.

Tie MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
migit easily be so, but then the Premier,
it s¢ happeng, does not run my department.

Bon. A, H. Panton: I suggest the
Trensurer has a good deal to say about it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I admit
that. The member for Northam found con-
siderable satisfaction in what he saw on
page 16 of fhe brochure that has heen dis-
tributed among members. He was justified
in ‘hat, but I remind him that inevitably
it could not be otherwise than that works
which were left undone—through no fault
of the previous Government—should be
tak:n up and carried to completion by the
next ensuing Government. By and by—I
do not know how far off that time may be—

Hon. A. H. Panton: It won't be long!
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
may be. It is purely a matter of guess4
work, but in due course we may he pre-
cisely in the same position as members op-
posite, The member for Northam said that
the present Cabinet entirely latk vision and
statezmanship. Ile eertainly was not justi-
fied in making that stadement. The present
joh, it must be obvious to anyone, is just
salvage from the wreck of the first pro-
ject. :

Hon. A. . Panton: Who wreeked it?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
“Wrecked” is tho correet word. I am not
putting the blame for that on those who
precede us. I could not do se, as it would
not he corrcet. The scheme, as I said, is
just salvage from the wreck and I claim
it was absolutely the best that could he
done in the eircumstances. Had members
opposite still been on this side of the Housze
they could not have done otherwise, nor
would they have wished to do so. They
would have followed preciscly the same lines
that this Government has followed. The
hon. member to whom I particularly refer,
my friend from Northam, endeavoured to
put some words into my mouth and asked
me to swallow them. T have had that dodge
tried on me hefore, hut have nof fallen for
it. He badly wanted me to admit that in
some way I charged our producers with
being involved in the present scheme, T
had no intention whatever to eonvey that
meaning, nor do I think I did. I do not
think he used my aectual words, but what
does it matter?

Hon. A. H. Panton: No.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
ig always this, that “Hansard” has a far
mere correct version of what I said than
any member has, The sense of it was—and
that is what T am eoncerned with—that this
Bilt is based upon a report of the Federal
committee led by Mr. F. 'W. Loder.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: That is not what
the Minister said,

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I am
giving my version, not the hon. member’s,
which T know full well is entirely different
from mine. I said that this scheme is based
upon the report submitted by the commit-
tee to which I have just referred. I may
have gone on to infer, or to say, that this
Government had no hand whatever in lay-
ing the foundations upon which the present
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proposal is built. The member for Noritham
said that the present project is half-baked.
I admit it is half; it certainly is not half-
baked. It is half of what the hon. member

himself desired to do and we might just as -

well let it go at that. I am rather pleased
at the manner in which the House, speaking
generally, has accepted the two measures. 1
will admit, I am sorry to note it, that the
member for Northam has a most dismal
and depressing outlook upen the future of
the scheme. He used some rather harsh
words. I fully admit that the manner in
which the previous scheme finished up would
have upset me had I been in his place, and
because that is so I am taking no undue
notice of what the hon, member said.

Hon. A, H. Panton: I did not think
anyone would upset you. '

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Remember what
von said after the Bills had been dropped?
It was published in “The West Australian.”

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I have
a pood recollection of that, too. The hon.
member has heen good enough to credit me
with some views not materially different
from those which he himself has expressed.
I probably hod my disappointments, but
nevertheless the manner in which the scheme
has progressed since then has suited me
down to the ground. I have no wish to
deal any further with what has been said.
I conelude by expressing my thanks to mem-
bers for having snpported the Bill as they
have.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee,

Mr. Hill in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill,

Clauses 1 to 3—agreed to,

Clause +—Approval of Scheme and adop-
tion of recommendations;

Hon. A, R. G. HAWKE: I have not been
supplied with a copy of “Hansard” contain-
ing my second reading speech, but I hope to
get it in time to be able to quote from if on
the third reading to show the Minister
exactly what he said. I think it will be
found that he said that the modifications to
the scheme were effected during the previous
Government’s period, or before his own
Government came into office, leaving the im-
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pression that the previous Government
knew all about it and bad not taken any
steps to reetify the position., The member
for York tried to argue that approval of
last year’s comprehensive scheme would
have deprived farmers in the area outside
of the proposed scheme of getting water
piping which they urgently needed. I think
he drew the long bow there,

The whole of my argument was that the
acceptance of the scheme would have given
the State Government an opportunity- to
press the Commonwealth Government to
make £5,000,000 available to earry out the
scheme. Had the Commonwealth Govern-
ment agreed to provide half of the
£10,000,000 required it does not necessarily
follow that the earrying out of the scheme
would have denied farmers in any part of
the State an opportunity of getting the
water piping they required. The actual time
for the earrying out of the comprehensive
scheme would not have mattered much as to
a year or two. The vital thing was to try to
get the Commonwealth Government to assist
on a 50 per cent. basis. The State Govern-
ment could then have implemented the
scheme stnge by stnge according to cireum-
stances. No person outside the seheme
would have been delayed a day in getling
water piping, espeeially if his elnim were
greater than that of those in the area pro-
posed to be served by the scheme. T hope it
will be c¢lear to the member for York that
the comparison he was trying to make, to
my delriment and that of the proposed com-
prehensive scheme, is not one which existed
in fact at all,

Mr. PERKINS: I am doubtful if we
would be doing the State a service by claim-
ing assistance from the Commonwealth
when a great many of us question whether
the schemes involved are well hased. In
addition, we eventnally have te find our
share of the debt. If a portion of £3,000,000
of loan money is to be thrown down the
drain, it will reaet against ns. If water
schemes are to be established in arveas ade-
guately watered so that we {ake money from
settlers that they could spend in other diree-
tions, we are not doing the State a service.
T think there can bhe no argument ahout
what I said as to people in the onter areas
kaving the supply of water postponed be-
eause of the enmprehensive scheme,

A
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It wis proposed to reticulate from Merre-
din to a point about six miles south of Bruce
Roek, and the area below that, which was
on the edge of the comprehensive scheme
was to be served by the Wellington Dam
scheme. That meant that the rest of the
scheme would have had to be established be-
fore that aven could be served. The people
east and west of the Great Southern rail-
way who stated they had any amount of
water and were bitterly opposed to reticula-
tion in their areas would have been served
while people in the Eastern areas had an in-
sufficient supply. It would have heer a
farcic:] position for them to have waited 10
or 15 years beenuse they came within the
arca cf the Wellington Dam scheme. My
statement was justified, that the comprehen-
sive water scheme would have resulted in
many people, who required water most
desperately, having that supply delayed, as
compared with the present modified scheme.

Hon. A, R, G. HAWKE: The member
for York is hard put to it to justify his
statement of a Tfew moments ago- that
the uaplementation of the comprehensive
scheme would have had the effect of depriv-
ing scitlers in distriets outside the seheme
of having water piping made available lo
them. Any decision to be made on such a
matter would Dbe dealt with by the State
Government and the Minister concerned.
The Minister would naturally weigh the
needs of the two sets of people, and act
accordingly. The hon. member talks of
where the pipelines were fo go under the
compehensive schemme. It was well under-
stood by members lagt year that those pro-
posals were not cast-iron in any shape or
form, It was understood by the member for
Mt. Marshall that alterations, where they
could be shown to be justified, would be
made, but the gcheme as a whole was a com-
plete one,

When the time eame to deal with district
or sub-distriet problems, the technical of-
ficers of the Public Works Department, and
the Minister, would, in eonsultation, easily
and quickly iron them out. Therefore it is
not " zorreet for the member for York to
say, as he did in an ecarlier speech thir
afternoon, that the approval and stage by
stage implementation of the eomprehen-
sive water supply scheme proposed last
vear. would have had the effect of depriv-
ing some farmer, outside the scheme, of his
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proper priority in regard to water piping.
Whether it would apply to towns or to
farmers does not matter. In consuliation
with his technical officers, the Minister
would decide what should be done and what
were the merits of the groups concurned.
If a group ouiside the comprehensive
scheme had wore urgent needs than one
within it, undoubtedly the Minister would
deeide in favour of the group with the
better elaim and more urgent needs. Thai
is the point I wish to establish.

Cleuse put and passed.
Clauses 5 to 8--agreed to.
Schedule, Preamble, Title—-agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL—COAL MINERS’ WELFARE.
In Commiltee,

Resumed from the 2nd December. Mr.
Perkins in the Chair; the Chief Secretary
in charge of the Bill.

Tke CHAIRMAN : Progress was reported
after Clause 5 had been agreed to.

Clause 6—Estalblishment of Coal Miners’
WelZare Fund by eontributions by mine
owners:

Mr. MAY: I move an smendment—

That in line four of Subelause (1) the words -
““one penny’! be struck out and the words
‘*threc half pence’’ inserted in lien.

The original proposal, one penny, is eon-
sidered as nof nearly suofficient to meet the
expected needs. Coalmining, like other in-
dustries, is well on the way to mechanisa-
tion, and we must retain and train in the
indastry workers to undertake the new elass
of mining. They must he properly trained.
One of the cssentials will be a school of
mines, in which the younger generation can
be edueated in the new methods of mining,

The CTITEF SEC ETARY: Representa-
tives of the coalminers interviewed the
Miris'er ahoutb increasing the rvovalty to
he set aside to eover amenifies, and 50 on,
ITe deei A te nllow the increase. T there-
fore d~ vo' ~pnose the amendment.

Jmen Yivent put and passed;
as pp ) amveed o

Clauee: ¥ and 8—agreed to.
=]

the eclanse,
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Clause 9—D>Membership of the board:

Mr. MAY: I move an amendment—

That in paragraph (a) of Subeclause (2)
after the word *‘he’’ the worda ‘‘the Presi-
dent of the combined conl-mining unions ecom-
mitiee and shall be’” he inserted.

The CHIETF SECRETARY : As it stands
the Bill provides that the committee shall
he composed of three members to be ap-
pointed annually by the Governor, that one
of them shall be the chairman, and that
there shall be g representative of the miners
and one of the mineowners. That board
would represent all connected with the in-
dustry, and would draw together the em-
ployers and the employees. However, the
miners’ representatives.have made it elear
that they would prefer an alternative board,
to consist solely of the leaders of the various
uniens. While I do not support the amend-
menf, I will leave it to the Committee to
decide.

Mr. MAY: I would point ont the futility
of appointing to such a position someone
who has never shown the slightest intevest
in the welfare of the workers, and who is
not likely to change his outlook in the near
Futnre. On many oeccasions the olive branch
has been held out to the companies by the
men but has not been aceepted. It would
he wise to appoint someene who is really
interested in the welfare of the miners.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. MAY: I move an amendment—

That paragraph (b) be siruck out and the
words ““the President of the Australian Coal
and Shale Employces Federation Union of
Workers, W.A. Branch, Collie’’ inserted in
lieu.

This is in lien of the provision that one
member of the board shall he a person
representing the miners.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. MAY: T move an amendment—

That paragraph (e¢) be strurk out with a
view to inserting the words “‘the head teacher
of the Collie High School.”’

The amendment would have the effect of
eliminating the provision for a person rep-
resenting  the mineowners.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result :—

Ayes - 19
Noes 21
Mnjority against . 2
AYES.

Mr. Coverley Mr. Panton

Mr. Fox Mr. Reynolds

Mr. Hawke Me. Sleeman

Mr. Negney Mr. Smith

Mr, IToar ° Me. Styants

AMr. Kelly Mr. Tonkin

Mr. Marshall Mr. U'riat

Mr. May Mr. Wise

Mr. Needham Mr. Rodoreda

AMr, Nulsen (Teller)

NoEs.

Mr. Abbatt Mr. McLarty

Mr. Ackland Mr, Murrny

Mr. Bovell Mr, Nnlder

Mra, Cardell-Oliver Mr, Nimrnto

Mer. Cornell Mr, Read

Me. Doney Mr, Seward

Mr. Fnl] My, Thorn

Mr. M Mr, Wild

Mr. Keenan Mr, Vates

Mr. Mann AMr, Brand

My, MeDonald (Teller,)

Amendment thus negatived.

Tlon. A. H. PANTON: The rrason for
there being no debate on the amendment
Just negatived was that a depuiation from
the union waited on the Minisicr for Mines
last Friday and came to an agreement under
which he approved of the amendments al-
ready passed as well as the one just defeated,
Where do we stand? A deputation comes
all the way to Collie, meets the Minister
for Mines, and reaches an agreement on
cevtain points, The Minister for Mines is
in another place and his representative in
this Chomber does not tel] us what oe-
eurred at the deputation and the amend-
ment is negatived. The Chief Seeretary
had better move that progress be reported
50 that he ean ascertain the position. The
Collic miners will not stand this sort of
thing. Tt is ridiculons that Ministers in this
Chamber should repudiate the agreement
veached.  Surely the word of a Minisfer
is somctbing that ean be relied upon, and
Cabinet should not repudiate its own Min-
ister.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I was not
present at the deputation and do not know
what took place. In the cireumstances I ask
that progress be reported.

Progress reported.
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BILL—INCREASE OF RENT (WAR
RESTRICTIONS) ACT
AMENDMENT,

Council’'s dessage.

Message from the Couneil received and
read notifying that it did not insist upon
its amendment No. 4.

EBILL--CITY OF PERTH SCHEME FOR
SUPERANNUATION (AMENDMENTS
AUTHORISATION).
Retnrned from the Council
amendment.

“without

BILL—ROAD CLOSURE.
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. L.
Thorn—Toodyay) [9.58] in moving the
second reading said: This is a Bill of the
usual nature introduced each session. I
assur? the House that these matters of
closirg roads or portions of a road have
heen carefunlly examined. Clause 2 deals
with portion of Hawthorn-street, Perth,
whieh is a blind end and which passed te
the C'rown in the year 1907 with the other
roads. in the sub-division. Tn addition, at
the Liind end there is a small strip of land
1% “inks in width which ran along the
edge of the whole suhdivision. It was not
unusaal in the carlier days for persons
subdividing large areas to leave a small
strip of a link or so to prevent the ad-
Joining holder from having aceess to the
roads in the new subdivision, but where
these odd strips now crop up, as in this
case. they ecan be treated only as reserves
sinee the original owners eeased to be in-
terested when all the blocks in the sub-
division were disposed of. This particalar
deac-end path of Hawthorn-street, plus
the 114 links reserve, is only 60.5 links
wide—(hat is about 40 feet—and altogeth-
er the avea is less than the minimpm now
alloxed for a building lot under the town
plet nire contrnl, and eonsequently eannot
be =0'd re on entity for a hbuilding for
resi len{in]l rurposes. Provisien is made in
the clvs to allow of the direet sale in
mairtine 'n pach of the adjoining holders
thos t “nerrpse the size of their properties
and o"r~w -* the derelict land being put to
use,

It eonnertion with industrial develop-
ment ot YVieloria Park, the lands on either
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side of BSuffolk-street have boen aequired
by separate companies which desire that
Buffolk-street be closed. It is intended
that a railway spur line be built on the
land at present in Suffolk-street to serve
the respeetive eompanies. The City Coun-
cil, the Town Planning Commissionecr, and
the Surveyor General all eoneur in the
proposal. The land in Suffolk-street is the
property of the Crown and a sale price of
£150 has been placed on it. Provision is
made in the clanse for a sale to a pur-
chaser at the diseretion of the Governor
beeanse at this stage it is not definitely
known what arrangements the interested
companies intend to make between them-
selves in regard to the provision and use
of railway facilities.

Tte land on cither side of that portion
of Vaunghan-street, North Fremantle, men-
tioned in the clause, is owned by J.
Gadsden Proprietary Limited, who desire
to consolidate their works. The company has
undertaken, with the North Fremantle
Municipal Couteil, to pay the cost of re-
moval of electrie light wires from that part
of Vanghan-street, and their crection in
Irenc-street and will surrender a 23-link
strip of its property to widen Trenc-street
and pay the cost of construction. The
neighbouring owner likely to be affected
by the closure of part of Vanghan-street
(Calitex Limited) has given its consent.
Several other similar road eclosures have
been cffeeted in the neighbourhood, wlich
was originally surveyed in rather small
scelions and the vequirements of modern
husiness have outgrown the size of the
hblorks. The Town Planning Coemmissioner
and Surveyor (ieneral have concurred.

A Class A’ Resorve has heen declared
over gertain lands within the Subiaco
Munieipality, at Shenton Park, and on
which is sitvated a ‘*Lake.”’ That reserve
has been vested in the municipality. The
munieipality has purchased adjacent free-
hold lands for addition to the reserve, and
the revestment of these lands and their
addition to the reserve are Deing dealt
with under the Reserves Bill.  Between
the existing reserve and the lands purch-
ased by the munieipality are a right-of-way
and the adjoining part of Centre-strect.
It is necessary to ¢lose such right-of-way
and part of Centre-street so that the con-
tained lands, together with the freeholds
purchased by the municipality, may all he
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added to the Class ‘*A’’ Reserve, and thus
be brought to a common basis.

The Subiaco municipality originally
owned Swan Location 2123 as a municipal
endowment. In the year 1941, the couneil
surrendered portion to the Crown for the
use of the Workers’ Homes Board, pow-
ers having been pgranted under the
Reserves Act, 1939, Lots and streets were
surveyed as part of the townsite of Daglish
and the subdivision was ‘‘published’’ on
the public plaas of the Lands Department.
This had the effect of ereating the roads
according to the plan of subdivision. Lat-
er, it was deecided that the area was better
snited for industrial sites, and it was
arranged to hand it back to the Subiaco
municipality. A Crown Grant was istued
to the muniecipality in 1945 for the area
excluding the roads which had become
established by being shown on the depart-
ment’s plans. The municipality desires to
have most of the roads closed for inclu-
sion in a scheme of re-subdivision of the
area for industrial purposes. It is neces-
sary to securc Parliamentary authority to
close sach roads and grant the land to the
municipality on the same footing as the
lands already handed baeck.

The municipality of Bunbury acquired
certain freehold lands for a new show-
ground, including the intervening Port and
Bufton-streets. As the municipality owns
all the lands, inciuding the streets, and
desires that such shall be used for the
purposes of a showground, closure of the
streets in question is nceessary, The
Town Planning Commissioner and the Sur-
veyor General hoth eoncur in the proposal.

The municipality of Busselton has re-
cently acquired a number of lots for a
housing scheme. The surveyed section of
lots is divided by East-street, which itself
has no outlet, econtinuing in its own diree-
tion nor is it likely to develop to carry
traffic, and it serves no mseful purpose.
The land in the road would serve a greater
purpose as two building lots within the
couneil’s scheme. The Town Planning
Commissioner and Surveyor General con-
eur.

A site for a high school is being provided
at Narrogin, and it is necessary to close
portions of Keally and Gray-streets and
a right-of-way, within the area of the
school reserve., The Town Planning Com-
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missioner and Surveyor (leneral and the
Narrogin Muni¢ipal Council have coneur-
red.

Portion of the Burakin townsite and
adjoining country was taken for a water
reserve. The boundaries of the townsite
have already heer amended to exclude the

Portion of the Burakin townsite and
mentary authority is necessary to close the
unwanted roads and rights-of-way now of
no use.

The I'ailway Department has re-arranged
its section-running and established bar-
racks at Yellowdine. In this conneection it
was necessary to make some adjustments
to provide an area of land deemed suffi-
cient for such barracks, and this involved
closing a portion of a read for which Par-
liamentary nuthority is now sought.

The land along the sea front at Rocking-
ham, sitnated hetween Hymus-street and
the western end of Class ‘A"’ Rescrve
21487, is of varying and, in some places,
extensive width, but is at present all
“road”’ and is known as pmt of the
Esplanade, For the better control of the
arey, it is deemed advisable to define a road
ong¢ chain in width along the surveyed
frontages of the abutting lots and close
the balance of the ‘‘road’’ and deelare
snch elosed portion a Class ‘A"’ Reserve
for reereation and vest it in the Rocking-
ham Road Beard. The portion of the sea
front’ immediately adjoining and continu-
ing to the remaining old jetty, at Railway-
street, has already been similarly treated.

The proposals under the present legisla-
tion will thereby establish a commen hasiz
for all the sea front from Hymus-street to
Railwav-street.  From Railway-street the
water front right round past Kwinana lo
the Commanwealth Naval Base Feserve, is
similarly reserved rcaching haek to lhe
main road to Rockingham (Marine-terrnee)
—exeept lead-in 1oads and two arcas
eranted last year for the Crippled Chlld-
ren’s Home and the Children’s’ Orthopoe-
die Hospital. The sogiety has now moved
to a new site and it is desired to revert
to the original status by re.openring the
portion of Brown-street and returning to
the society the land it had given for the
new road.

Amongst the proposals in a town plan-
ning scheme for Narrogin is the provision
of a park and swimming poel which will
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embrace an area which includes several
indivicual reserves, some railway lands,
freeho’d properties acquired by resumption,
and also several existing roads. Arrange-
ments have been made with the Railway
Department for adjustment of boundaries
of rai way lands. Tt is neeessary to close
the roads meationed in the Bill to consoli-
date the areas concerned into two portions
separated only by the existing Kipling-
street which carries the traffic into and out
of the town in the direclion of Wickepin,
and which will remain open. The Narrogin
municipality’s proposals are -supported by
the Town Planning Commissicner and the
Surveyor General.

In the original plan of subdivision of
portion of Fremaatle, at Beaconsfield, sub-
urban hlocks up to 7 aeres in extent were
survered and, in some cases, with streets
in excess of one chain width. The State
Housing Commission has prepared a plan
of re-subdivision of land in Yalgoo-avenue,
which latter is 150 links wide. For better
planning, it is desirable to include in the
new lots, 50 links of the strcet, thus leav-
ing it one echain wide, whieh is deemed
sufficient. The Fremantlie Coungil, Town
Planning Commissioner and  Surveyor
General all coneur in the proposal.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: You had better move
to lay the plans on the Table of the House.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, I
will do that, I move—
Thit the Bill he now read a2 second time,

HON. F. J. 8, WISE (Glascoyne) [10.13]:
T am prepared to allow this Bill to go right
nheac. As is customary, the Minister for
Lands; provided me with-a copy of the notes
of his speech, and also the plans which are
the subject of the various elanses in the
Bill. Many of them asre familiar to me be-
cause they have been a long time in negotia-
tion. Some of them have heen two or three
years developing to the stage of agreement
between all the parties and the Towr Plan-
ning Commissioner. In all of these eases,
as the Minister has indicated, the Town
Planning Commissioner has been brought
into conference where the interesis of muni-
cipalities have been affected, and in such
cases as that of the Busselton showgrounds.
Having had the opportunity of previouslty
examining these proposals—quite distinct
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from the Bill t{o follow, on which I will
make some comment—I have no objection to
this Bill going straight into Committee if
that suits the Minister.

Question put gnd passed,
Bili read a second time,

, I'm Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and

the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Counecil,

BILL—DRIED FRUITS.
Council's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Assembly.

BILL-—-CHARITABLE COLLECTIONS

ACT AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Couneil
amendment.

without

BILL—PARES AND RESERVES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOB LANDS (Hon, L.
Thorn—Toodyay) [10.18] in moving the
secoad reading said: This is a small Bill
to amend the Parks and Reserves Act in
order to make provision for better traffie
contro] and parking of vehicles within
parks. A prosecution was recently insti-
tuted against a motorist for driving along
a footpath in King’s Park but because the
wording of certain bylaws and definitions
was not sufficiently clear, the case was lost.
It is desirable that the parent Act be
amended in agcordance with this Bill so that
additional bylaws can be made the better
to eontrol traffic and the parking of vehicles
within the park.

Hon, F. J. S. Wise: Are they not going
to allow the park to be used for parking?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. I
think a reasonable aftitude will be 'adopted
towards parking in King's Park, but some
people defy the bylaws.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: There is no time
limit in these places.
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The MINISTER FOR .LAXDS: No. I
would not agree to n time limit, but it is
cssential that ihe aulborities should have
power to control parking in order to pro-
tect their lawns and gardens. Some people
who drive moter vrhicles are foolish enough
to defy authority. We are all proud of
Kinw's Park and it is cssentia] that those
in rcontrol of it should be empowered to
sec to the efficient parking of vehicles, and
alsn to ensure that the people who offend
against the bylaws ave dealt with in our
eonrts,

Mr. Marchall: What wns the serions of-
fenee eommitted in the park and to whieh
vou have made reference?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
parkine of a vehicle on the lawns where
parkine was prohibited.

AMr. Marshall: The parking of a vehivle?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, a
mator yeohicle, Through a weakness in the
Act the ease was lost, and it is therefore
essential that the Aet be amended sn that
prevision may be made for proper hylaws.
T move; - .

Tlat the THI be now read o second time.

On motion by Hun. T. J. 8. Wise, debate
ad jonrned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1947-48,

Im Committee of Supply.
Dohate resumed from the 2nd December.
Mr. Perkinsg in the Chaiv,
Unte---Agricultwee, £197,00°0 (partly con-
~idered)

MR. ACRLAND (Trwin-Moore) T10.427:
The Arviculture Estimates are of sueh im-
poriance to the State that it is only right
that those whe represent entively raral con-
stitueneies shonld take part in the debate.
T um pleased to notiee that the salaries in
the Department of Agrienltnre have heen
inereasd by €13,483. The staff position
of that department is eritieal, as in recent
vears and months we have lost some ex-
cellent officers, men such as Dr. Teakle, ancd
Messrs. U'nderwood, Samuel and others who
grew up in the department and were trained
in this State. We rannot afford to lose men
of that class. On looking at the Publie Ser-
viee list T notice there are many others who
have left the department, in spite of the faet
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that we ave short of men of the right type
to do that impertant work. This appears to
he due to two main causes.

Juniors in the Department of Agriculture
appeat to be well catered for as regards
salaries, but when men advance to a certain
stage there is not a great deal of induce-
ment for them to remain in this State, as
they do not receive salaries commensnrate
with the work they do. They are foreed to
2za to other States or other departments
where they will receive hetter remuneration.
Anaother contributing factor is that for many
vears in this State we have not had a
Minister for Apricnlture with a truly rural
background. Thoese who have administered
that department in the past had other duties
that kept them ocenpied, so that the drepart-
ment to a great cxtent eame undor the com-
plete domination of the Under-Secretary or
Director of Agrieulture. That has heen bad
for agriculture in Western Anstralin. T do
not with to ceriticise the Under-Seeretary
in saying that he has gathered te himself
the whole of the policy and direction of that
department., T helieve 19 moen out of 20,
placed in his position, would have done like-
wise. The result has not been good.

We have experts in that department com-
parable with any in Ausiralia, and now
that we have a Minister for Acvienltnre
with a roval hackground, he shonld he there
to dircet the policy of the departmoent and
ensure that the Director or Tnder-Serrotary
corries ont that poliey, and that the heads
of the various hranches are able tn gzive
expression to their nndoubted ahilities. No
man ean be expert in all things, and that
applies as murch to the Under-Seeretary for
Agrienlture--who is primarily a dairyman
2= tp anyene clse. The standorml of the
denartment has heen high, but we have lnst
valuable men. Jf the heads of brenches are
given more responsihility and seope ‘ta ex-
pand their talents, and salaries in keeping
with the work they do, the rat that has set
in will disappear. There iz a growing
tendeney among the nevienlturi-f: of this
State to lean more and more o svience.
That trend should he fostered, and we
should make available to them the serviees
of the experts in St, Georpge’s-terrnee, Those
officers should be encouraged to travel as
vxtensively as possible throughout the
areas where their services ean he usefully
employed.
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This State has passed the pioneering
stage, but our country is not rich in plant
foods and our land must be farmed scienti-
fically. In the last 20 ycars, and partieu-
larly sinee the depression of 1930, we have
been depleting our scils of their natural
fertility. That has caused the onset of ero-
sion in Western Aunstralia, I believe in free-
hold tenure of land, but I feel that the agri-

culturist, who lolds the title deeds of a
:properly, holds them for posterity,
and  bkas a duty to unhorn genera-
tions to improve the soil and leave

to his suecessors in a hetter state the
farm thal he considers to he his own loday.
It is orly by scicnee and the use of the very
hest officers that that ean be done. Regard-
ing crcsion, T think that the legislation in-
trodueed intp this State some years ago is
cminently satisfactory. Tt has given to the
Commissien powers to do very drastic things
and also power to co-opt those who use
Innd rather than employ foree. First with
Dr. Teakle and later with his snecessor, Mr.
Burvel , that policy is being earried out with
advantime to all eoneerned. The experts
gained the confidence of the people who are
trying very hard to follow the lines suggested
to thera.

Theie is only one thing wrong with the
departneni, It is numer‘ically too weak.
I believe we have seven offieers attached to
the Soil Conservation Braneh, two of whom
are engaged in the salt problems and four
in the ervsion seetion. Those men cannot
possibly cope with the work that the people
in the ecuntry districts are erying out for
them fo do. I hope that the Minister will
find it possible to get additional men to
assist in this very important work.

I notiee that there are move than 20
vacaneies in the department and several of
them ure in the veterinary hranch. T under-
stand that recoently we have Dbeen able to
obtain snmne veterinary surgeons, but some
of those who had been in the State only a
few months resicned and went elsewhere be-
catise the inducements were not suflicient
for them {o «tay here.  Veterinaries are
wantel from one end of thig country to the
other, more particularly in the dairving in-
dustry where they have to eope with T.B.
and tie contagious abortion tronbles, hut
thronghent all the ngricultural areas- and
stoek roiving distriets, these men are needed
very hadly, Tt is to be hoped that the de-
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partm-ni will be in a position to offer in-
ducements o encourage people skilled in
veterinury seience to come to this State and
tnke up the work which it is so necessary
should be done,

I should now like to turn to the subject
of light lands. Some 20 years ago the bulk
of light lauds in arcas from 12 to 16 inches
of rainfzll and upwards were considered to
be quite useless. Today, Lhe whole con-
eeption is altering.  We have instances
where men prefer light lands in the 15 inch
rainfal]l to the heavy forest country, be-
caugse they are finding them more produc-
tivee. With the introduection of nitrogen-
collecting fodders, these soils are produeing
far greater crops as well as feed than are
the heavier types, and I am firmly of the
opinion that, within the next ten years, the
dapartment will alter its poliey of advocating
fallow and will advoeate rotations without
fallow which alone causes suech loss of plant
food, but will recommend the storing of
nitrogen in the soil to the hetterment of
the fertility as well as the productive eapa-
city of the land.

We have such large areas of light land
in this State that it is necessary 1o extend
our experiments on this type of country.
The tight lands experimental station at
Wongan Hills has done a wonderful serviee
and members whe have had an opportunity
of attending a field day there in reeent years
have some eoncepfion of how the values of
land in this State are changing. Whereas
that farm is suitoble for treatment as light
land which ean grow cereals profitably, we
have to consider the tremendous areas of
lirht lands which, hecanse of their heavier
rainfall, do not show very much prospect
in this respect.

Thore is an aren of 2,000,000 acres of
this land in close proximity to a railway line
anid having a rainfall of 16 to 32 or 33
inches,  Although low in fertility T believe.
like lots of others, that it would bhe of
immense valne i we conld find out just
how to treat it.  There hns been a sug-
cestion that, in the fract of eountry streteh-
ine from Gingin to Dongara, there should
he a series of small blocks of experiments.
I hove that the Minister will not consider
that that is the right way to treat these
lands. T believe that, as an adjunet to
experimental stations, they ecan be quite
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wseful, but by themselves they wil] not prove
anything. Tt needs a man who is trained
to that sort of work and also the most care-.
ful compiling of siatisties and analysis of
the land by chemists, so that people can
work with their cyes open instead of in the
dark.

8o concerned am I with this problem
that vecenlly I took it upon myself to eall
upon the Midland Railway Co. and point
out that it was far more intercsted in prov-
ing the productiveness of this part of the
country than was the Government. That
t¥pe of land extends along the whole of
the western seetion of the Midland Rail-
way line.

The Attorney General: How far out from
the railway does it extend?

Mr. ACKLANT: Right to the coast, hut
the whole of that land, except that near
Dandarragan, is the type of ecountry T am
speaking of. I am eertain that the Mid-
land Railway Co. is prepared to assist the
Government in. aseertaining how best to use
that land; in fact, the general manager
offered to give the GGovernment s farm on
which to carry out its experiments, but
the offer was not of any real value, for the
simple veason that the eompany does not
own any of the class of land which we desire
fo work. When the land was surveyed many
vears aeo, the eyves were picked out of it.
The onlv land which is of this poor quality
is awned bv the Government, and it is that
poor land we want to experiment with. !
am convineed that if the company were ap-
proached, it would be quite prepared to sub-
sidise the Government in any expenditure in-
curred in connection with the projeet. T do
not wizh to take up a great deal of the time
of the Chamber. I had hoped to be able to
speak at greater length on purely sgrienl-
tural matters; but earlier in the considera-
tion of the Fstimates we had a eontribution
to the debate by the member for North-East
Fremantle.

Ton. J. B. Sleeman: His was »a good
specch.

Mr. ACKLAND: It was a splendid speech,
it it were a faet.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman : What does that infer?
Mr. ACKLAND: I entered this Chamber

with the hope thaot I would not be drawn into
purely Party political issues.
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Hon. A. H. Panton: You have not sue-
ceeded very well.

Mr. ACKLAND: I have not, because on
the two oeceasions I have spoken I was foreed
to speak in a way which I consider shoutd
be unnecessary. I believe that every section
of Western Australia is entirely dependent
on every other section; that there should be
an understanding that the prosperity of one
section is reflected in the prosperity of all
other sections; and that the only hope for a
prosperons Western Australian is the eo-
operation of all the people. When we are
discussing agricultaral matters, it is my
opinion that we are discussing the most im-
portant phase of Western Australian life.
Not for one moment do I want to helittle
secondary indostries. We need them, we
need every one of them; but, fundamentally,
Western Aupstralia, with its vast avea, its
rainfall and elimate, will always be first an
agricultural country. In a debate such as
this, I think it is greatly to be deplored that
one should have to enter into what I might
call Purty squabbles. The contribution of the
member for North-East Fremantle was in-
deed a real disappointment to me. T helieve
he set out deliherately to misinform the
people of Western Australia. It was an in-
stanee of propaganda of the most objeetion-
able type. '

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: You have not much
of an opinion of him.

Mr. ACKILAND : T have not much of an
opinion of his contribution te the debate.
It was a gdistortion of faets. As I already
said, it sprang from a desire deliberately to
misinform the people. Listening to that
debate, my mind went back to a speech [
once read of the wonderful Disraeli. He
said—

The Right Hon. pentleman has spoken for
214 hours. There was not an ounce of solid
matter in it. e was suffering from a diar-
rhoea of words. -
That aptly describes the remarks of the hon.
member about the Government’s handing
over to Co-operative Bulk-handling the in-
stallations at Fremantle. There is not an
ounce of solid truth in the remarks made by
the member for North-East Fremantle.

Mr. Triat: Give us some proof.
Mr. ACKLAND: I will, as I promised the
other night. I am pleased in one respeet.

It showed not only the wheat farmers but a_]]
the primary producers in Western Australia
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exactly where the ex-Minister for Agricul-
ture stands. The Western Australian Labour
Party’s attitude was well illustrated by the
support which he got from the members of
his Party during his speech. I have shown
that they are opposed to self-help and self-
reliance. They are opposed to reduction of
costs; they are opposed to reduetion of
handling eharges and they most certainly up-
bold bureaueratic control. This was made
eviden: throughout the whole of that speech.
They want regimentation of the produters
of the State. I have hbeen asked to give
proof. I shall be pleased indeed to quote
from the speech of the hon. member. The
following is part of it:—

The action of this Government in this regard
makes very sorry reading, that assets which
belong to the country could be with great haste
handed over to the company without any agree-
ment Deing signed in regard to responsibility
or obligation or anything else. It was done
against the advice of Government officers, res-

ponsible men who would know what was best
to be lone in connection with these assets.

Not oie of those men has had any experi-
ence or the slightest conception of how to
handle wheat in Western Australin or any-
where else. The only man eompetent to help
the Government in this respect was the ¢hair-
man of the Fremantle Harbour Trust, Mr.
Macartney, a man who+s not opposed to the
installations being handed over to Co-opera-
tive Bull-handling, but who is opposed to
the building of what is ealled the working
house, the silos and big railway yards elose
to the wharf at Fremantle. I shall go on to
read further from the speech of the hon.
membar; he iz now speaking of the loading
at Fremantle— .

T propose to show how little eredit can be
given to the company for what was achieved.
The etficiency of the stevedore and his men arve
the controlling factor. The =pouts go into the
ship’s hold and the wheat is foreed through

these spouts and has to be trimmed by those
working the ships.

In speaking about the trimming, the hon.
member said it was a matter of seven per
cent. One would have expected him to know
the answer, but it was a horrible guess.
Later on he asked the memher for Irwin-
"Moore to tell him what the position was.
Before I sit down I hope to do just that. I
should like to know the motive behind the
attack on Co-operative Bulk-handling. The
truth is that Opposition members by instinet
are State traders; they believe in bareau-
eracy and have, from its inception, opposed
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the ‘farmers’ co-operative self-help organisa-
tion particularly sinee it has shown such
capabilities for bringing its undertaking to
a wonderful suecess. The charge of the mem-
ber for North-Fast Fremantle that there was '
undue haste to hand over to Co-operative
Bulk-bandling this wonderful State asset,
irrespeetive of terms, is utter rubbish. That
is clearly shown by a letter to the Solieitor
General from the company’s solicitor on the
10th June, which suggests that the company
should covenant with the Government. I
would like to read exiracts from that letter—

(a) At all times during the period of the
licensa to operate and control the installations
for ihe purposes and in performance of its
duties and obligations under the said Act.

(b) To pay to the Government for the
period of the license the interest and deprecia-
tion on the capital cost of the plant, the respee-
tive rates of such interest and depreciation
being agreed upon between the Government and
the company. Sueh payment to be made in
equal annual amounts.

{c) At all times during the period of the
license te undertake and carry out at its own
expense all necessary maintenance.

(d) To earry out or exegute all necessary
improvements or additions to or extengions of
the installationa approved by the Government
for the Government at east, the snm paid by
the Government for such fimprovemerfs or ad-
ditions to or extemsions ¢f the installations to
be added to the enpital cost, the company to
he entitled without approval to earry out or
execute on such hasis during any year of the
license period improvements or additions to or
extensions of the installations up to but not
exceeding a total cost of £1,000.

Mzx. Triat: Was that signed?

Mr. ACKLAND: Yes. I have a copy
here. It was on the file which the hon. mem-
ber perused. I saw it on the file at Co-opera-
tive Bulk-handling, and that is where I ob-
tained my copy. The hon. member stated—

Tte improvement which occurred after Bulk
Handlimg facilities were passed to Co-operative
Bulk Handling Ltd., was not dua to any parti-
cular efficieney on the part of Co-operative
Bulk Handling; it would have occurred no mat-
ter who was operating the State galleries. . . Tt
wag solely due to the bettel performance of the
stevedores and their men that an improvement
was effeeted. . . . T want the member for Irwin-
Moore to show in what way Co-operative Bulk
Handling Ltd was responsible for it.

In the first place, T would like to state that
in no way do I wish to depreciate the work
of the stevedores and the Fremantle Harbour
Trust. If that eompany had received the
support from the bulk-handling committee
that it has received from the Fremantle Har-
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hour Trust, the position would be very dif-
ferent today and this country would not have
gone i for a lot of uite neediess expendi-
ture. The improvement ot Fremantle is due
enlirely to Co-operative Bulk-handling Litd.,
firstly hecanse when they were allowed to
handle the wheat at the port they were able
to make improvements in the rate of loading,
which were very expensive, and, through the
co-operatinn  of the stevedores themselves,
were ablp to show those men how much
hetter theiv energies could be employed on
the ships. I have here the loading rates,
and T shall he very glad indeed to give them
to the member for North-East Fremantle, of
the fonr ships which were loaded by the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust just prior to the Gov-
ernment handing the eompany those installa-
tions. Those fonr ships loaded an average of
302.4 tons po- hour. Sinee then we have
loaded 10 ships.

I have here the list of the nine ships that
were Joaded immediately afterwards. The
tenth iz not on the list. Those 10 ships loaded
an average of 404 tons per hour, an increase
of 33.37 por cent. The ship that was loaded a
fow davs hefore we took over was one that
was loaded fve weeks Iater. Tt was the
Cressington Conrt. When loaded by the
Fremantle Harhour Trust, it loaded at the
rate of 3022 tons per hour. The same ship,
just a few weeks Iater, loaded 388.5 tons per
hour, an inerease of 285 per cent. But
there is this about it: Becaose the stevedores
knew how to do the job on the ship, lhey
were able to put a considerable quantity
more wheat into it than had bren done pre-
vinusly, heeanse of improvements in the
handling of the trimmers. It has heen said
here betore, that in the Commonwealth Gov-
crnment’s gallery the flow of wheat can be
speeded ap to 600 tons an hour. 1n that
State (Government gallery there are Lwo bolts
each capable of handling approximately 450
tons per howr. But under the old set-up
of the prople who did not know how fo
handle the machinery, there were constant
hloclkages nand othor troubles becanse they
were unable cqually te divide the flow of
wheat, -

Under the new set-up, for an expenditare
of lexs than £50, our engineer within a few
days put in an alteration to the dividing of
this wheat, which makes it so that any flow
of wheat ean he put on Lo ecither of these two
belts and so into any hold at any given
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period. On a ship there sre usmally five
holds, and they vary in capaeity. It is
necessary that loading skould be done intel-
lizently. That engineer has heen ahle so to
regalate the wheat that blockages have been
prevented, whereas previously one helt would
take too mnnch at any given period. That, in
conjunction with the co-operation of the
stevedores, is responsible for what has hap-
pened. The hon. member read reports signed

. by Mr. Dumas, and in each instance they

deprecated Co-operative Bulk-handling and
its management. T would like to tell mem-
hers that every member of that committee is
a bureauerat, the head of a Government
department, They are all entirely steeped in
red fape, as they eannot help being.

I am not going to suggest that men like
Mr. Dumas are not good engineers; I believe
they are and that he is. Buat I assert that
many of the foremen who work for that
company could run rings around him when
it comes to handling the golden grain. Those
people are more coneerned in keeping up the
departments, They are jealous that this com-
pany has been able to pat up such un excel-
lent performance, and on one or two occa-
sions they have called in the only man who
could help them. But he has been called in
only when it suited them, because he was
opposed to the set-up at Fremantle, as the
previons Government really wanted it. I
will read a letter signed by Mr. Maeartney,
general manager of the Fremantle Ilar-
bour Trust. It is dated the 1G6th May of
this year and addressed to the Minister for
Agriculture, and is as follows:—

With reference to your lotter of 10th May
in cenuretion with the operation of the Stats
Luik wheat eonveyor and shipping gollery at
the Nurth Quoay, I derire to say that the Fre-
mantle _Harbonr Trust Commissioners gave
eensideration to your invitation te ¢omment
in this eunnection at their meeting thizs morn-
ing, and a9 a result directed you be informed
thot should the Government wish any cther
anthority than the Fremantle Iarbour Trust
Commissioners to undertake this serviee on be-
half of the Government, s'ch proce lure wonld
not eut arross the Commissioners’ poliey in the
oxereising of their monopoly right to the hand-
ling ‘of eargo upen the whorves, invelving the
employment of Tabour and the manipniation of
wharf marchinery amd  rail trafie upon  tha
guays. Theyv would regard the operation of an
orthodox silo tor transferring whent from
gomo position ashore te directly nbhoard <hips
as similat to the operation of trunsfirrving fuel
oil in bulk ahoard vessels by means of pipes,
which service is performed by the 0Oil Com-
panies themselves.
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Here 'wve have memhors of a politieal parvty
quite prepared to let a private company or
companies handle their own commodities,
but there are 7,000 shareholders who want
to handle their own produce and that is
to be denied them on the adviee of this
committee comprised of departmental
heads. I would now like to refer to a let-
ter wnich was signed by Br. Dumas, and
addressed to the Minister for Agriculture.
It is dated two days previously, the 14th
of Muy. This is the paragraph in which T
am pavtienlarly interestod-~

It cam be anticipated that after esperience

extending over perhaps some little time a satis-
factory trimmer will be evolved ot Fremantle,
but tlis may he, and probally will be, an en-
tirely different picee of equipment from that
manufactured by the Co-operative Bulk-hand-
ling Ltd.
Members mav Dbe interested to know that
these trimmers, which are an invention of
the company, have heen sought after all
over the world. During the war they
operated in the Eastern States.  Today
Vietoria is paving us a royalty for making
more. The wheat in YWestern Australia
eould not have been handled in these hig
silos without such machines. They have
been sent to Canada to he used by the
grain companies there. Everyone here will
acree that we brought an eminent man to
West 'rn Australin when we hrought Mr.
du P essis from South Africa, He was so
strue’c with these machines that he is tak-
ing tne blune-prints and the right to manu-
facture them back with him so that they
can he used to handle the maize of that
country in hulk. Here we have a man so
janncieed against this eompany as to say,
1t xill prohably bhe an entiirely different
picce of equipment from that manufaetur-
¢dd by Co-operative Bulk-handling Ttd.”
This bady alsn recommends a forther exs-
penditure of £270,000 at the »Fremantle
whar ',

We know that already £70,000 has been
spenl by the Commonwealth (Government
agair st the advice of the Western Austra-
lian ompany and after a vigorous fight hy
the Western Australian representatives on
the Australian Wheat Board. The State
Government rushed in and spent snother
£100.000, and it eontemplated spending =2
further £270,000 making a total of £440,000,
or nearly half a million of capital expendi-
ture. T am talking of the previous Gov-
ernment and not the present one.  The
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committee which recommended that never
turned a hair. It was not mterested in the
economies of the position and had no
thought of suech Lhings as interest, sinking
fund, depreciation, maintenanee and all
annunal cost charges. These things do not
matter apparently. The members of that
eommittee were going to build a great en-
gineering monument at Fremantle. They
were going to build up a departmeni which
would add to their prestige, hut they
never considered approaching the only
people in the State who knew anything
about the matter, and who were prepared
to hand over to them the blue-prints of an
ideal scheme for this State, that would
have cost £118,000.

Under this scheme they could bave saved

money needed in different works from
one end of the State to the other. In re-
commtending their report, they said that

from. 1030 to 1940 the average shipment
of grain from Fremantle was 15,300,000
bushels. They did not mention how much
of that was bagzed-wheat and how much
bulk. It will always be necessary to send
a certain amount of bagged-wheat to top
up ships. I And on looking at the Gov-
ernment  Statistieian’s report that the
amo.unt of all wheat sent from Fremantle
during that periad was 13,694,851 hushels,
both bagged and bulk. The saleable erop
of 30,000,000 bushels in Western Australia
must be divided up aceording to its use and
disposal. Working on the basis that
2,001,000 bushels will be used for flour in
Western  Australia, 4,500,000 bushels ex-
ported oversea as flour, 1,500,000 bhushels
usec as stqek feed within ° Lhe  country,
4,500,000 bushels exported as wheat from
Geraldton and 4,300,000 bhushels exported
as wheat from Bunhury, it leaves at the
most, 13,200,000 bushels to go from I've-
mantle.

Any sane Government will work very
hard to reduce the quantity of wheat being
exported as pgrain from this country, It
will try to send as much flour as possible.
We need offal for our stoek, our pouliry
farmers, our dairy men and pig feeders.
In addition, in the milling of that wheat
we find emplovment for our own people.
So, there is a limit to the amount of capi-
tal expenditure justified at Fremantle, or
any other point.  Had this expenditure
heen persisted in at Fremantle we would
have been spending 1s. 10d. in capital costs
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instead of a fraction of a penny over
94. under the cheaper scheme. The mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle stated that
the Commonwealth Government was not
prepared to let this company do the main-
tenanee of installations at the ports. To-
wards the end of his speech he said the
Commonwealth Government would not let
Co-operative Bulk-handling Lid. do the
maintenance of its installations in West-
ern Australia.  The suggestion was that
that mainfenance had reference to the hos-
pital silo at Fremantle.

Both the hon. membey and the Leader of
the Oppeosition know that Co-operative Bulk-
handling Ltd. had notking to do with the
hospital silo until the present Government
handed it over to that company. However,
we spent a considerable sum of money in
building bulk installations in various parts
of the State. In the early stages of the
war the company received considerable
sums of money from the Commonwealth
for storage. We repeatedly approached
that Government with the suggestion that
it was spending a lot of money uselessly
in that regard, and we offered to build
storage throughout the State, and more par-
ticularly at Fremantle and Bassendean.
Altogether we spent nearly £430,000 on be-
half of the (Commonwealth Government.
Members know that two of the silos huilt
at Bassendean never held any wheat, as
the railways could not haul it, but we
aaved the Commonwealth—

Hon. A. H. Panton: Who were ‘““we’’%

Mr. ACKLAND: The company, We
saved the Commonwealth £780,000 odd in
those years. The bins that have been dis-
mantled and the materials sold realised
more than their original cost, owing to the
rise in the cost of materials. The memher
for North-East Fremantle said that the
Commonwenlth (Government was not
anxious to enter into an agreement regard-
ing maintenance. We had the opportunity
of doing the maintenance on the bins
throughout the State, but the condition
was imposed that the Australian Wheat
Board should supply men to huy the
material neeessary for the work. We found
that the work could not proceed as it
shoul?, and that the cost of maintenanece
wonld be excessive. We told the Austra-
lian Wheat Board that unless it let us do
the work and get the material as we need-
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ed it, the board could do the work itself,
As to the board being dissatisfied with us,
I will read a paragraph from a communiea-
tion addressed to the Seeretary of Co-
operative Bulk-handling Ltd., and signed
hy the Seeretary of the Australian Wheat
Board on behalf of that body. It is dated
the 2nd of Oectober, 1947, and reads:—
We take the opportunity of expressing our
appreciation for the gemeral eflicieney with
which you have handled the bulk-wheut in your
State, and for the several gceasions upen which
you have helped us in emergency.
As soon as I obtained a draft of the hon.
member’s speech I got in toueh with the
manager of Co-operative Bulk-handling
Ltd. and asked him for an explanation as
to 'why we had had trouble—of which I
hnd never heard—with the Commonwealth

Government over maintenance. We eon-
tuected the manager of the Australian
Wheat Board in this State. He said he

bad never at any time written to the Com-
monwealth Minister for Agrieulture, and
had never at any time had any communi-
cation with him,

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: Do you deny that the
maintenance of buildings and machinery
was taken from the company in 1943%

Mr. ACKLAND: I deny that the main-
tenance was ever taken from the com-
pany, because we refused to do it unless
we did it in a way that would be com-
pletely efficient.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Do you deny that the
manager of the Australian Wheat Board
took away from Co-operative Bulk-handling
Ltd. the maintenance of buildings and
machinery?

Mr. ACKLAND: I have no recollection
of sueh a happening.

Hon. J. T. Toukin: It is a fact, and is
public knowledge.

Mr. ACKLAND: It is not a fact, as far
as I am concerncd. I will read some ex-
tracts from 3 recent speech by the Premicr
of Queensland. T am quoting from a Queens-
land publication of the 13th November,
1947.  The Premier was opening a co-
operative cannery in that State and the re-
port reads as follows:—

In this enterprise, he said, was cexpressed
industry in its most democratic form, in that
the people who grew the primary product

were organised to rveceive the full fruits of
their labours through this modern cannery.
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1le piid a tribute to the management of the

GC.0.D. in the matter of finance. He was
treapurcr at the time the Government guar-
antee wag sought, Not only had g State Gov-
ernment guarantee of £300,000 been extended,
but it had also been approved that £400,000
be guaranteed by the Government for a trading
account, to eover working expenses of the can-
nery. Ele stated that the work and the enter-
prise of the C.0.D. was 2 fine testimonial to
the sucress of a well-considered enterprise, and
an example that could be followed by other
section: of primary preducers.
There we have an illustration of a Labour
Gavernment in Queensland being prepared
to support the primary producers to the
extent of nearly £750,000 to help the enter-
prise. Here in Western Australia we
have a company of farmers who, without
any assistance from anyone, erected a
plant :hat cost nearly £600,000 and has
made tremendous savings for the .people
of the State. This year alone there will
be keot in the State one-and-a-quarter
millions of money that would have gone
out to buy jute but for the operations of
the ecmpany. Here we have a Labour
Party that since the ineeption of the com-
pany has never failed to work against it
as a s2lf-helping organisation,

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: That is a lie. Who
introdnced the Bulk Handling Aet?

Mr. ACKLAND: The Leader of the
Oppos.tion knows as well as I do that what
I have stated is a faect.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wige: That is a lie. You
are NErTOW.

Mr. ACKLAND: In the first instance we
were refused sites on which to build our
bins.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Where?

Mr. ACKLAND: In various parts of the
State.

Hon. F, J. S. Wise: That is not froe.

Mr. ACKLAND: I know it is a fact.

Hon. ¥. J. 8. Wise: Of eourse, every-
thing you say is a fact!

Mr. ACKLAND: I know that the Leader
of the Opposition was partly responsible
for keeping us out of the Fremantle hos-
pital silo. e practically forced the
Labour Government to appoint a Royal
Commission,

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: You are & humbug.

Mr. ACKLAND: There was such an out-
cry from one end of the wheat-growing
districts to the other that the Royal Com-
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mission brought in a verdict that forced
the Labour administration of the time to
introduce the Co-operative Bulk Handling
Bill. The Labour Party had no wish to
allow us to handle the wheat, but pre-
ferred to have a body of bureaucrats—I
cannot find a better word—heads of de-
partments, handling the affairs of the
farmers vather than permit them to handle
their own without a farthing of expense
to the eountry. I say that the statement
made by the member for North-East Ire-
mantle had no substance in faet and that
the position is as I have presented it to
the Committee.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.24 p.m.

Tiggislative Qormeil.
Wednesday, 10th December, 1947,
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