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2, Itnilding, Opierationis and Building
Mtrials Control Act Amendment

and Continuanve.
Introduced by the Premier and read

.a first tinie.

BANKING, NATIONALISATION.

I'Iione if in ister's Rcpb1 to, Par~ia a a!s
Resolution.

The PREMIER: I have here a copy of a
letter received from the prime 'Minister of
Australia in reply to the resolution passed
by the Parliament of Western Australia
with regardi- to the Na tionalisation of Bank-
in,- Bill. I move-

That the paper do lie upon the Table of the
Iliiie.

QuK~t ion put and passed.

QUESTIONS.

NORTHI-WEST.

(at) As to Resiclenre for Schoolteachers
aet Marble Bar.

Air. LIEWNEY ton notice) asked the
Mlinister for Educat ion:

(1) Is be aware that there is no residence
provided by the Education Department for
schoolteachers in M1arble Bar?!

(2) Will he favourably consider the
matter of provision of suitable accoinoda-
tion for site] teaehecis as soon a, possible7

The MINISTER replied:
(I) Yes.

(2) It has been the practice of the de-
partment to place bachelor teachers at
marble Bar. The present teacher married
during the year and is living at the Comet
Mine, where accommodation is iavai lable,
travellinjg daily to Mfarle Bar iu the mine
conNT(fllee which livings the Comet chilIdrein
in, schoo cl. There is a possibili ty, honwev'er,
that aeconmmodat ion may be found for the
teacher at Mfarble Bar.

(b)) As to Subsid y for Children Aft tedi
Mfetropolitan Schools.

M\r. HECINEY (on notice) asked the
Miniister for Education:

(1 ) Has any* decision yet been made iii
connect ion wvi th my recent inqu i i v rela tive
to increasing the subsidy of £30 per anual
paya rble to parents residing iii the North-
\\e4t w~ho have children attending metro-
politani schools !

(2) If the matter has ben dealt with,
will lie ainnotince the decision?

(3) If not, can lie indicate when a1 de-
cision is likely -to be reached ?
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The 2I1INISTEU replied:

(I ) No.

(2) and (3) It is uI]Iikely that any in-
crease will be made this; financial year,

(e) -is to W~ater Scee, Port Ift(1(lad
and Marble Bar.

Alr. lECNEYF) (onl notice) ask-ed the
Ministr for the North-West:

(1) 1. hie aware that the residenits of
Port TH diand are indignant over the die-
Jarv in r(oInstIruct inir the water scheme for

1) XN'ill he .4late thle definlite realson or
14'05(ll5 for Such delay)

(:I) W'ill lit' give an assurance that his
;*ovO riawtnt will proceed with the scheme

whethier his requesit to the Commonwealth
(loverni u'nt for finlancial assistance in] con-
nection with the proJectL is acceded to or
not ?

(-4) Will lie favourably consider reduc-
ing- the price of the Fresh water now suip-
plied iU the people fromn U. lid, to Is. 6&d
pu'i 100IN gallons?

(5) (':in he gvive any indication of the
appro-ximiate dtle on wic(h the proposevd
water schemie for Marhie Ba r will lie coi-
Jlleted ?

00i What is the estimated eusL of sitdi

The AINTSTERi replied

(1) Thn' Chirman, Port llelhtiid Road
Board, has asked to be advised the G-ov-
et oi'unt , intention regardingr a wvafer
'hlemp for the township of Port Hedland.

(2) Ili View of the high1 estimated Cost
ofi C50,0(I0 for aI supply foir a town of :300
persons. the Gloveronmen t has requested thle
('onminwealth. Government to slihsidise
thip sel cine on a pound-for-pound basis.

(3) The Government u-ill give thle matter
furt-her consideration when a reply has
been received froin the Prime Minister.

(4) Answered by No. (.3).

(5) Tenders have heel] called for all
manterials required for Marble Bar Water
Scheme and work will be comnpleted as
mnaterial's conic to hand.

(N) £1,700,

Td AFFIC OBSTRUCTION.

.18 to Charges Laid in Country Towns.

l1on. E. H. I1, HALL (on notice) asked
tlie llini'Th'r For Police:

Whinu number- of traffic obstruction
oftenees, for which chariges havie been laid,
have uccourred in each of the following-
towns :--Notmam, Oeraldton, Bunbury,
Collie, K algoorlie, for the year ended the
30th No'-cmber, 1947?1

The \l I NISTEI? replied:
Nort han, 1 ; Ot-raldton, 2:3; Bunbury, 47,

( olliv, nlil- Kalguorlie, 1.3:3.

E: I.CTLIICITY SUPPLY.

Ax hi Poles for Banburyq- liyanup Line.

Air. MIURR{AY (on notice) asked the -Min-
ister for Wor'ks:

(1) Were tendeis railed for the supply
of 1iolos tor the Electricit 'y Commnissionl line
from B3nnbuiy to Boyanupl?

(2) If the- reply is ill the affinnat ive, will
he* nil].it Ic 1e variouts tenderers and respectiv-e
prics

(P) If the rely is in the niegative, Will
hie ensure that lenders are called for any
future stIppl)yl

The Mi1NISTER replied:

(lj Yes.

(2) C. E. Parsons, Brookhiampton; Smith
& ocvis, Dunshorough;- Ht. 0. Williams,

Artiailh': P. C. Pa.yne, Bunbury; A. H.
Mewett 13usselton; L. Loinasin, North
Collie. Lo.we-st tender accepted in each item.

(2) Answered by (1 ).

BI'NBURY IALIBOUR DREDGING

As to A[raidability af 1'oicer Barges.

Mr. )IMUTRRAY (on notice) asked the
Minister for Works:

Will he inquire into the availability of
powver barges which could be used in con-
junction with the dredge now operating at
Bunbur~y?

The MINISTER replied:

Yes.
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PRESTON RIVER.

A5  ro Measures to Overcome Flooding.

Mr. MURRAY (onl notice) asked the
Minister for Works:

In view of the proposed early start with
work in regard to Preston River levees, can
he now !zatisfaetorily inform the House-

(1) What action is proposed in regard to
the removal of heavy siltage?

(2) What action will be taken to remove
the clay bar at Johnston's Bridge?

(3) WVill he make available to me copies
-of reports by' engineer Angrove, Surveyor
Wincheombe and overall reports of Hydrau-
lic Engineer Edwards?

The M(Nf\,ISTER replied:

It is impossible to give the information
requairedI by way of answer to a parliament-
ary question. The plans and reports wfll
be made available to the hon. member, at his
ronveninet, at the Public Works Depart-
ment.

BILL-ELECTORAL DISTRICTS.,

Point of Order-As to Fair Print.

Ron. F. J. S. Wise: I seek a ruling. You,
Mr. Speaker, may or may not remember
that in the small hours of Friday morning
last, a Bill wats presented in bits and pieces,
after having been amended several times.
The amendments were either pasted or writ-
ten in and the Bill, as amended, was ac-
cepted as a fair print. You will recollect
that thle Premier anticipated that he might
finish the session this week. We have a vecry
heavy notice paper seriously congested for
reasons which perhaps I had better not
-state.

This congestion wvill necessitate, if many
lengthy Bills are greatly amended, the writ-
ing in of the amendments by the Clerk or
his assistant. I have no doubt that they
will write in such amendments legibly. The
Bills will then be presented to you for ap-
proval. Mfy point of order is this: So that
this side of the House may know what to
expect, will it be possible-if Bills are sub-
stantially amended in Committee and there
is no possibility of reprinting them and
therefore they are unlikely to be a fair
print-for you to stretch the Standing-
Orders to accept them as fair prints of the
Bills?

Air. Speaker: The answer to the question
of the Leader of the Opposition is really
the answer given the other night, namely,
that when suspension of Standing Orders
occurs, they are suspended to enable third
readings to he taken at the same sitting. I
think that is part of the actual wvording of
the motion for the suspension of Standing
Orders. The only thing I wish to add is
that I would urge the Premier, where pos-
sible on these occasions, to delay the third
reading until a few items on the notice paper
have been dealt with, so as to enable the
Clerk and also the Chairman of Committees
to be sure that the alterations are correct.
I think, therefore, that the practice is in
order.

BILL-DRIED FRUITS.

Report etc.

Report of Committee adopted.

Bill read.a. third time arid returned to
the Council with amendments.

BILL-SUPERANNVATION AND
FAMILY BENEFITS ACT

AMENDM1VENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 2nd Decem-
ber.

HON. r'. S. S. WISE (Gascoyne) [4.43]:
This Bill was explained very clearly by
the Attorney General and, as stated by
him, it 'contains two main principles,
which are the provision for an increase in
the superannuation payments and the pro-
vision for ensuring a return of 3 / per cent.
to the fund. Many other minor matters
are dealt with which it has, because of
the passing of time and the experience of
the board, been found necessary to in-
elude in the measure. The opportunity
was therefore taken of rectifying them at
the first chance. It will be remembered
that a few, years ago very grave doubts
were cast on the actuarial soundness of
the superannuation scheme, and it was
found necessary to make increases in the
contributions and also drastically to
aniend the parent Act to ensure that on
the one hand contributions were commen-
suratt! with the risk as actuarially exani-
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ined and attested, and on the other hand,
that locpholes which provided opportuni-
ties Vrunfair charges on the fund should
be closed.

The :3i11 proposes a contribution of
£4,000 at year to make the 3%/ per cent.
return for the f und safe. The actuary who
did such great work in connection with
this fund-I refer to Mr. Gawler- advised
that there is no risk and that actuarially
the fund was sound, even with the pro-
posed 25 per cent, increase in payments
to bring the fund into line with Comn-
monwealth law. If I interpret the re-
marks of the Attorney General aright, it
is extremely unlikely that there will be
any ne.cessity for an increase in the con-
tributicns. I understand that the Attorney
General has been so advised and, that be-
ing so, the increase for which the Bill
provides is entirely warranted quite apart
from following the standard set by the
Eastern States. Invalidity is a grave risk
to these funds.

Members will recall that when the
quAtion of female pensions and charges
on the fund were mentioned in this Cham-
ber on several occasions, the board itself
was anxious that that aspect should be
closely examined. I was consequently in-
terested to note the fact that the board
obviously has advised the Government, in
that connection, that there is still no need
to take any violent exception to the pres-
ent state of affairs. If there is to be any
alteration in the ease of early retirement
of females, which was mooted at one time,
that would permit of and require very
serious examination of the fund.

The provision for a reserve units ac-
count is plainly a good one, so that a per-
son who is earning & salary entitling him
to take out additional units may, if he is
of an age appropriate to contribute at a
greater rate than he is obliged to contri-
bute under the Act, pay into the reserve
units account so that when his salary per-
mits more units may be taken out by him,
and be will have a reserve fund from
which to meet the payments. The provi-
dent lunnd is in fact a savings fund. It is
fully described in the Bill and obviously
will give contributors an opportunity
which the present law does not provide.

The minor amendments in the Bill are
to provide for statutory sanction and
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statutory approval of some things which
are not, now in the law, and also to cover
and provide for legitimate happenings and
undertakings with which the board must
deal in. its discretion. It is obvious that
a board undertaking the task of man age-
ment of such a fund as this, should have
a considerable amount of discretion. It
seems to mie that the Bill now makes pro-
vision to meet almost every contingency
that can arise. I can recall receiving ad-
vice from the Crown Law Department on
a vital matter in connection with certain
collections of the fund, and for which the
board had to receive very definite author-
ity. I know the Attorhey General fully
appreciates the position that then arose
and the action which had to be taken by
the Government in conjunction with the
board.

The Bill, in bringing Western Australia
into line with the recent improvements in
the other States, varies from them in one
particular. I am wondering why a limit
has been placed on the number of units
it is possible to take out so that the numi-
ber is still less than what is provided for
in the Commonwealth law. If there is any
particular reason for that, and if the addi-
tional units would not make an unfair
imp)ression upon the fund, I would like
the Attorney General to explain why
Insofar as the general application of the
Bill is concerned I support it, and I sup-
port the second reading.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.. R.
R. McDonald-West Perth-in reply)
[4.53] :1 am indebted to the Leader of the
Opposition for his survey of the Bill, the
object of which is to give our public officers
security comparu] le to that applicable under
the Commonwealth Act and which will, I
am sure, be applicable shortly in the other
States. The Leader of the Opposition drew
attention to one variation between this Bill
and the recent Commonwealth legislation,
namely, that his measure fixes the number
of units for wvhich a public servant may con-
tribute at 20, calculated to yield him a maxi-
nium pension of £650 a year. The recent
Commonwealth leg-islation provides for a
maximum number of 26 units, and a maxi-
main pension of £845. We thought that by
this Bill we were making a substantial ad-
vance in the security for public servants in
the event of old age or invalidity. Also, we
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might regard a pension of £650 as being
as much as most officers would seek to
subscribe for.

There would be comparatively few offi-
cersi who would want to subscribe for a
hi2her pension, because the contributions
would be so substantial;, and in any case
there is a limitation imposed on the right
to silbscribe for greater pension pay-
ments; ba~ikd on the salary received,.
The right to subscribe for units is asso-
ciated with the amount of an officer's
salary, and he needs to be in receipt of a
high salary before he can subscribe for a
large number of units. 'Whether Wve should
go the whole way and enable our public
servants who are, getting the highest
salaries in the szervice to apply for units
in compariszon with what officers in the
Commonwealth Public Service can apply
for, is open to consideration. I have no
objection to such a proposal, and if the
Leader of the Opposition would like to put
it forward, I have brought with me par-
ticsilars of' the number of units involved,
which c-ould lie added to the end of the
schiedule in Clause S.

Hlon, F. J. S9. Wise&: Do you not think
it would be better to do that-?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I think
there are g-ood arauments for it, although
I mus-t take the responsibility of having& Vc-
ceptedl what was, if I remember rightly,
huTgested in the first place, namely the in-
crea se of units- from 12 to 20. However
T think there are substantial reasons why
the right to snhscribc for additional units
shoilld be the ;name as that in the Common-
wealth, in the case of ollicers who are the
heads of our Public, Service.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second tinie.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Attorney
Otneral in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2-agreed to.

Clause 3-Anendment of Section 6:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: When
'peaking on the second reading, I said T
would be pleased to give a more detailed
explanation in Committee. I shall, as the
Bill proceeds, he glad to explain any matter
that is not clear.

Mr. STYANTS: I take it that one of
the purposes of the Bill is to provide an
additional amount of pension per unit-25
per cent, is the amount. Is it intended to
increase the contribution per unit by 25 per
cent. also, and are those who have left the
Service and are already' receiving super-
annuation, to have their benefits increased
by 25 per cent. under the provisions of the
BillI

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The in-
crease of 25 per cent, for retired officers
of the Service-and their wives, when
wvidows-will apply to existing as well as
future pensions. It is not proposed to call
upon contributors to increase their contri-
butions. Contributions were necessarily in-
creased by legislation in 1946, to ensure the
stability of the fund. It is intended that
the extra cost involved under the present
Bill will be borne by the State.

ioni. P, J .9. Wise: Is there to be any
retrospect ivity?'

The. ATTORNEY GENERAL: No. The
Bill proposes that the increased benefit shall
operate at the first fortnightly payment of
existimg pensions after the measure comes
into force.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses% 4 to 22-ag-reed to.

Clause 23-New division of Fart V:
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This

vlau,;v deals with the provident fund, wichl
is really a svnsfund. Any public er
vant max' make fortnighitlv contributionsi to
this fund, en which he s.hall T'eciive a raite
or interest determined by the hoard. The
clause also provides a coinpulsory s:iviias
fund for female contributors, At lirc-cnt
they are obliged under the Publie Svrvice
]iegulations either to contiibuite to the pin-
sions fuind] or protect themselves hv way of
a lift' policty. Vnder this pr ovision, if they
prefer to do neither of those thinurs, they
]mauy make provision for their future by con-
tribuions to the provident fund. The f-maqlt'
member of the- Public Service, who does not
ns a role contemplate remaining in the
Service until she rvaches 60 or 65 years of
age is, lby means of this provision, enabled,
as a result of compulsory savintr, to make
provision for retirement at a later staue
in her career.

Clause put and and passed.

Clause 24-agreed to.
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Claus(e 25-V1alidation:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The pur-
pose of this clause is to ratify what has
been tho practice of the board in various
matters for which there was no explicit
direction contaiped in the -Aet, and upon
which it acted in line with what appeared to
be corrnet administrative practice. Express
directions in accordance with prior practice
are now embodied in the Bill, and the rirac-
tice of the hoard in the meantime, in rela-
tion to past transactions, is confirmed by the
Bill.

Claw.1e put and passed.

Title-agreed to.

Bill :ceported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Read~ag

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Counrcil.

BILLr-COUNTRY AREAS
WATER SUPPLY.

Second Reading.

DebaIte resumned from the 2nd December.

HON. A. R. G. HAWKS (Northam)
[5.81: As the legitimate father of most of
this EBill, I naturally intend to give it my
support. InI fact, there is not much of the
Bill ttat I propose to discuss, as I notice the
'Minister has changed the order in whkh this
andi the other water supply Bill were pro-
ceeding. I think the two Bilks are now in
the righlt order, and that this, which now
conies first on the notice paper, should be
eonsii ered and passed before the other Bill
is lint Ily dealt with. In the Press report of
the 11linister's second reading speech on this
Bill, the public was given a wrong under-
standing of [lie portions of the Bill that
differed7 from the measure introduced last
year. I do not think anyone is to blamie for
that as the Mlinister, towards the end of his
second reading speech, said hep believed he
had c rawn attention to all those parts of the
Bill -hatfiiffered in a major way from the
contents of last year's Bill. Unfortunately,
that remark was taken to ine;in that every-
thin-, lie mentioned in is second reading
speech was a recital of the major difference
betw2-vn [his Bill and that of last year.

The Minister for Works: I did not intend
it in that way.

Hon. A. R. G. IIAWKE. I am sure the
M1inister did not, and his statement could
nlot correctly be interp~reted in that way, but
unfortuanately that is the wvay in which it
wa8 'represented to the public, as the report-
ers concerned apparently interpreted the
Minister's statement to mean that everything
he had discussed in his second reading
speech related to major alterations tin this
Bill ai; compared with the measure brought
down last year. The Minister, in fact, dealt
not only with major alterations in the pre-
sent Bill, but with important matters that
were also dealt with in last year's Bill in the
same form.

The present Bill contains a provision-as
did that of last year-to give the Minister a
discretionary right to allow a concessional.
basis of rating in respect of any country
lands where the owner or occupier has, in
the opinion of the Minisqer, already made
adequate provision for a water supply for
the holding, including a supply for domestic
purposes. Under this concession the Min-
ister can charge no more than 3d. per acre,
for each of the seven years, by way of water
rate. If the circumstances -warrant it he
may chiarge less than 3d. per acre. When
this proposal was hefore the House last ye-ar
the present Minister, in his then rapacity
as member for Williams--Narrogin, moved to
reduce the 3d. per acre to 2d. per acre. T
do nfl know whether, in his perusal of the
present Bill, hie gave close attention to the
views in that regard which lie held so firmly
last year. If so, I hope that when the Bill
is in thle Committee stage he will advise
memnbers whly he has, not been able, this
.year. to s,'e his way clear to put into the
Bill the piiriiple that lie tried to have in-
sertul la.st year by way of amendment.

The M1inister for 'Works: I might he
forced to mention such factors as the 40-
hour week, and so on.

lion. A. R. G. IIAWKE: The Bill of last
year propod to establish a maximum rate
of fid. per acre for ag-ricultural land. That
principle is contained in this year's measure,
and in addition there is an alteruative to
the .5d. per acre max.imnum -rating. I refer
to the imposition of a rate of three per
PenZ. on the unimproved value of the land.
The, Minister is to determine what is the
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unimproved value of the land in question.
An amendment of this kind was suggested
at one stage last year-I think it was an
amendment put forward by the Legislative
Council.

At that time I had the amendment investi-
gated by the appropriate departmental
officers, who advised me that the acceptance
and application of that alternative system
of rating would deprive the Water Supply
Department of roughly £50,000 per year.
Therefore, I hope the Minister has closely
investigated the likely effect of the opera-
tion of this alternative because I imagine
that, in these days of rising costs, the Water
Supply Department is in no position to
afford a loss of £50,000 per year, which
might be the loss incurred if this alternative
system of rating were applied 'to country
lands in preference to the 3d. per acre
basis. I admit there is a safeguard inas-
much as it is left to the Minister himself
to determine the value of the unimproved
land if the alternative basis of rating is
applied to any particular property.

The only other part of the measure I
wish to discuss has to do with the Power
to sell land where water rates have remained
unpaid for a specified period. In the Bill
of last year, this power to sell wvas covered
by two clauses, but in this measure 15
clauses are required to cover the same mat-
ter. I cannot understand why the method
used last year cannot be adopted this year.
There must be some very solid reason why
this measure requires an additional 13,
clauses for that purpose. *If the Minister
can demonstrate that the present process of
selling land for unpaid rates will be a short-
er process and preferably much cheaper for
all concerned, then I shall be very happy to
support it. I quite app~reciate that more
phraseology might be required to lay d]own
a more simple system with which to operate
this power, but if the Minister is unable to
advance solid argument to support the in-
sertion of the additional clauses, I shall try
to have some of them eliminated.

An important alteration has been made
in the present measure in the order in which
creditors shall rank -when land has been sold
for unpaid water rates. In last year's Bill
local authorities were given third priority.
In this measure they arc to be given a lower
priority by one grade, having been dropped

from third priority to fourth priority group.
As against that, the Rural and Industries
Bank has been raised in priority from No.
4 to No. 3. It appears, therefore, the local
authorities are to be penalised in order that
the Rural and Industries Bank might he
advantaged. The No. 4 priority which was
to have been given the Rural and Industries
Bank by the measure of last year was chal-
lenged by either. the present Minister for
Works or the present Deputy Premier when
this proposal was being debated. It was
challenged very seriously because of what
they considered the comparatively high
priority being given to the Rural and In-
dustries Bank. They argued that the bank
should not have any such priority at all;
in fact I think they wanted to reduce the
priority being given. Yet, in this measure,
the priority of that bank has been raised
and the priority of local authorities lowered.

The Minister might have a good case to
support these alterations and he might be
able to convince me in Committee that his
proposal is the right one. Howvever, I ask
members carefully to study the list of
priorities. I know that the Rural and In-
dustries Bank is a State trading institution
and that we are in duty hound to do every-
thing within reason to protect and
strengthen it, but I consider it arguable
whether h higher priority should lie granted
to it than to local authorities, which have
probably expended a good deal of rate-
pay' ers' money in the making of roads and
on other works without which the farming
lands concerned could not have been estab-
lished, as well as after they became produc-
ing units in the agricultural industry. I
support the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the 'Minister

for Works in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 62-agreed 1,

- [Ai1r. Hill took the Chair.]

Clause 63-Land subject to water rate:

Mr. PERKINS: I move an amendment-
That at the end of paragraph (2) the fol-

lowing proviso be added:-' 'Provided that any
such holding shall be rateable so far only as it
extends to a. distance not exceeding one mild
and a half from the pipe.''
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This is a similar amendment to one which I
moved when a like Bill was before the Cham-
ber last year. Actually it wvill only make
the position the same as it is at present.
If the clause is carried as printed, irrespec-
tive of how large a property is and how far
it may extend back from the ipipeline, all
of it will be subject to rating. I contend
that that is; undesirable. For one thing, it
would be fairly easy for landholders who
were so minded to get round the provision
ObvioLsly if a property were divided amnong
members of a family and) the block nearer
the pipeline were put in the name of one
member and those blocks further back in
the names Of other members, the holders of
the property would be able to evade the pro-
visions, of the clause. In any event I be-
lieve it is fair to rate only that portion of
.9 pro-)ertr within a mile and a half of the
pipeliae as a mnatter of principle.

I know of properties that extend up to
10 miles from the pipeline and it is eon-
eeirable that a property could extend 15
miles back and because one corner happened
to touch on the pipeline5, the whole of the
property would be rated. Yet it would not
necessarily follow that the water service
would be equally useful to the back part
of tli property. It would be necessary, if
advantage were to be taken of the scheme
water. to run a private pipeline to the outer
portirns. I think most members are aware
that it is not practicable for stock to travel
much more than two miles to water. The
original Act of 11302 did not contain this
provi3no, but it was incorporated in the Act
of 19L1 which was introduced at a time when
the Gloldfields Water Supply Scheme was
being extended to the agricultural areas.
Section 3 of the Goldfields Water Supply
Act Amendment Act of 1011 contains a
proViso) exactly similar to my amendment,
and fhat provision has been in force up to
the present.

I contpnd there is no sound reason for not
including it in this legislation. In our agri-
cultural areas. the pipelines very largely
run along- the bottwns of the valleys through
strip?; of good country runnPing -amongst
poorer country, which is characteristic of
a gr-,at deal of our agricultural districts.
That is the portion best able to bear a water
rate, because it is much more productive
thain the lighter areas sonic distance ou't of
the valleys. In that lighter country it is

much easier to get reasonable stock water-
and in many instances the owners of the
properties, some of which comprise rich
land in the valleys and lighter country in
the back portions, find it more economical
to water those back porti~ns by means of
bores or other -surface water supplies.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
case submitted by the lbon. ]nemnber is much
the samne as lie presented last year, and on
that. occasion ha received the support of
every member on this side of the Chamber.
Under this Bill, we aim to take over the
Goldfields Water Supply Act and I think
there arc sound grounds for taking over
everything in that Act unless there happens
to be some strong argument against it. I
am niot disposed to quarrel with the sub-
missions of the hon. member, because I have
ascertained that his amendment does not in-
terfera with income at all or at any rate to
only an extremely small degree-probably
a little bit smaller than the hon. memnber
realises. I have very closely scanned the
lithoi3 setting out those areas that will be
omitted if the mile and a half limit be im-

I did anticipate finding quiite considerable
areas,, would be affected, but discovered that
wans not so. They are small and far between.
I do not waint the hon. member to think his
amendment is not worth carrying on that
account. There may be instances where a
measure of fair play will ensue from adopt-
ing !15 idlea. But it is largely on the score
that it does not interfere wvith income that
I intend not to op pose the amendment. I
am particularly concernied that it should
not interfere with income, because this Bill
has been app~rovedl by tlic Cdmmonwealth
Government and it is upon this legvislation
that that Government will decide whether
and how much it will assist us with finance.
For that reason I aml anxious that no action
shall be taken that will have the effect of
reducing income to any material degiree.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

C'lause 64-agr ebd to.

Clause 65-Amount of rate:

IHon. A. R. G. II1AWKE: Subelause (2)
sets out anl alternative method of rating
which is entirely new and did not find any
placee in the Bill of last year,. I am anxious
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to have from the Minister an explanation
why it has beeni included and how he thinks
it will in llractie olperate. An amendment
based wi this aliernativ'e was put forward
by the Legislative Council last year which,
on investigation by departmental officers-,
was estimated to be liely to cost the Water
Supply epartment £50,000 if it were to
he widely applied.

The MI1NISTE d FOR WORKS: Had
there beeni ally tear in my ouxn mind that
there was likely to be a loss of 150 00 1
would nt have had anything to do with
it. The clause is so worded that the dis-
cretion is left with the Mlinister as to which
method of rating shall be brought into
operation for the time being. Had a free
lianid been given to farmers to rate their
land as they wished there would have been
a real danger of the income from the
-chemie being sadly reduced. Th e hon.
member admitted that no ill results were
likely to accrue having regard to the dis-
cretion vested in the 'Minister. There may
be occasions when in the interests of fair
play the alternative method mnight he de.
sirable.

Hon. A. R. C. IIAWKE: The Minister
has not given a satisfactory explanation.
Surely some solid case must have been pre-
-ented to) hial to induc liiu to include this,
alternative method. Mfy first thouzht was
that it was put in to enable the 'Minister
to give proper consideration to a farmer
ocecopying poor quality land in a compara-
tively Lood district. Had that been the
realson the 'Minister wcould have told us
about it. But the case could he met hr
ifpOxillz a rate lower than the general dis-
trict rate, thnugh that might lead to a lot
of trouble on the part of othci' farmers
whosei rating was on a higher plane. There
mnst hie some goad reason for tile inclu-
:ionl(if this altcrnative system. I hope the
Mini..er will give iv;a frank explanation
and indicate the circumstances in which hie
wouild ag-ree to apply thle alternative
met hod.

*The 'MINISTER 'FOR WO!'KS: The
subelanse was inserted to ensuire that pro-
pprtiv's of low value might be safeguarded
agzainst excessive rating.

Hon. A. 1V. (1. 11tawke: That could hre done
under the other system.

The MINISTER FOR WVORKS: I do not
want too many varying rates, A rate in
one spot different from a neighbouring rate
would lead to the creation of another rat-
ing zone. If a rate -was lower than 5d. the
income from the sale of water might be
reduced by many thousands of pounds. I
would not agree to pursue the solution of
the problem along- the lines suggested by
the nacniber for Northarn.

Hon. A. 13. G1. IIAWKE: The Mfinister
has pat forward some justification for the
alternative systemi but has given no speci-
fic iinstance in which the alternative could
he applied. If he used the alternative sys-
tern of rating and rated under the unimi-
pro~ved land value siystem lie would still
bare to lose revenue, hecalise he would] only
adopt the unimproved land value system to
help tihe farmeOr who wats on pool- land.
The main justification for the alternative
systemi seems to be that the Minister may,
ia a specific district, allow a lower rating
to farmers with the poorest land. That
seclrai to be the real ground for the inlu-
sion of this alternative in the clause, namely
that the M1inis;ter may exercise his, discre-
Lion fairly and justly in specific instances.

The MfINISTER FOR WON I(S: Under
tile (1old fields Water Supply Scheme there
has iiever been any dilleren tiatioll in re-ard
to ratingr arising fromn the fact that some
ld is poo and sonie otherwise. We have

lied a sispontny rate over nine-tenths of
the entire area, and on the remanining area
fromj 5 peneer's Brook westward the rate has
been 2d. or 3d. as a rule.

Clause puit and passed.

Clau-ss (6 to 88-angreed to.

Clause 89-Landr may be sold for arr-ears
of rates, etc., remaining unpaid for five

H1on. V. J1. S. WISE: This is tile first
clause of 15 that comprise the division
dealing- with power of sale. They are pro-
vided to deal with the same transactions
ais we-re covered by two clauses in the Bill
submitted to Parliamlent 'last year. This
point was ranised by the member for Nor-
thorn during the secvond readling stage. I
wvould ailso draw thle. attention of country
membiers-I regret not more of themn are
in their seats at the 11monme.it-that one of
thle clauses in this division vitally affects
local governiing bodlies in that the period

560



(9 DECEMBER, 1947.]

during which rates can remain unpaid be-
fore the land may he sold has been extend-
ed fromn three years as proposed in the
19465 [ll to five years. Then again the
Rural and Industries Bank has been given
a higher priority than in last year's Bill
and] that provided for local authorities has
declined. These points certainly call for
a 9lear explanation on the part of the
Minister.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As the
Leader of the Opposition says more words
have been used in the Bill than were con-
sidered necessary in the previous measure
and also that the period during which
rates may be left unpaid before the land
is sold has been increased from three to
five yoars. I think that is a change that
will he appreciated.

lHar., F. J. S. Wise: I would not say
that %erbiage in legislation makes it all
the better.

The, MINISTER FOB WORKS: floes
the hon. member sug-gest that the verbiage
has clouded the issue and that some of it
is useless?

Hom. F. J. S. Wise: I think so.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: I did
not draft the Bill, but the mianner in
which it hats been drawn was supposed to
he in the interests of clarity.

lon. F. J. S. Wise: When it takes 15
claus(s to set out what two dlid before!

The MNINISTER FOR WOiKS: The
exteniion of the period to fire years is in
conformity with the amendibent embodied
in tlhe Rlood Districts Act Amendment Act
passe] by Parliament last year at the in-
stnnce of the lion. member's own Govern-
nment, when dealing with precisely the
samnie matters. In that instance, of course,
it applied to ordinary road hoard rates and
not water rates. That was supposed to he
ain hmiprovemevnt on the previous position.
I can see no weakness in the division apart,
perlii ps, from it-, length.

11on. F. J. S. WISE: The explanation of
the Minister is wholly unsatisfactory, par-
tietthirly as to why I.3 clauses aire required
to deal with what two were sufficient for in
last year's legislation. The marginal note
to thweclause differs from that of last
year s Bill only in respect of the term of
yeam. My g-reat eon cern, is not only with
regard to the provisions of the clause un-

der discussion but with respect tb) the
others that follow in the division and
which are akin to Clause 90 of last year's
Bill. I would like a clearer explanation
from the 'Minister with regard to the add-
ed pow-ers of sale.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The ob-
ject of the draftsman has been to secure
uniformity iii provisions of this type. Last
year we passed the Road Districts Act
Amendment Act when occasion was taken
to recast the procedure for the compulsory
sale of land for arrears of rates. As I
understand the position, the draftsman of
this Bill, has, for the sake of uniformity,
followed substantially, and&I think almost
entirely, the provisions of the Road Dis-
tricts Act Amendment Act of last year.

Hen. F. J. S. Wise: Does it follow the
provisions?'

The ATTORNEY GEINERAL: There
many be sonie verbal alterations but in
substance, and largely in the actual word-
ing, it follows the corresponding provision
in the leg-islation of last year. The idea
was that it would no doubt be helpful that
all cases dealing with the compulsory sale
Of land under these conditions should be
similar.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I agree.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: So far as
I can see from a hasty glance, I think the
provisions largely correspond except for
the necessary variations.

Lion. F. J1. S. WISE: It would he un-
fortunate if there were any additional
authorities provided.

The ATTORNXEY GENERAL: I would
not like to say anything definite on the
point without examining the position more
fully. It would appear that the provision
for time sale of land in respect of which
rates have- reinainedl mnpaid for five years
corresponds with the period provided in
connecttion with similar transactions under
the Road Districts Act Amendment Act of
last year.

Sittin g suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.im

Bon. F. J. S. WISE: The explanation
given of this. clause and of the subsequent
pro,. iionis in this division of the Bill makes-
it perfectly clear that it is proposed to
follow the provisions contained in the Road
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Districts Act Amendment Act, No. 64 of
1946. I find that the treatment in this
Bill is entirely different from that in the
similar Bill of last year. I have no objec-
tion to the clause.

Clause pat and passed.

Clauses 90 to 98-agreed to.

Clause 09-Application of purchase
money:

Mr. PERKINS: I move on amendment-
That in line 14 after the word ''the" the

words "Agency Department of the" be in-
serted.

The effect illt be to restrict the clause to
the agency department of the Rural and
Industries Bank. There is no need for the
clause to apply to the other department
of the bank. The Commissioners of the
bank are well able to take care of any-
thing covered by a general mortgage.

The Minister for Works: I have no ob-
jectioin to the amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 100 to 122, Schedule, Title--
agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

BILL-AGRICULTURAL AREAS, GREAT
SOUTHERN TOWNS AND GOLD-

YIELDS WATER SUPPLY.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 2nd December.

HON. A. R. G. HAWKE (Northam)
[7.42): 1 claimed in connection with the
Bill we have just discussed to have been, to
the extent of about 95 per cent., its legiti-
mate father. I make no such claim in con-
nection with the Bill now before the House,
because I think it can be shown that I am
its legitimate father only to the extent of
about 40 per cent. That means that 60 per
cent, of its legitimate parentage belongs to
someone else. I am naturally proud of the
40 per cent, of the Bill of ichel I am the
legitimate parent. As regards the remaining
60 per cent., anyone who cares to claim
parenthood of that is quite entitled to do so
as far as I am concerned.

Mr. Marshall. It seems as though you and
the Minister are not altogether moral.

The 'Minister for Works: I think we have
noticed that without your having a word
about it.

Mr. Marshall: Never minld about your but-
ting in,

Hon. A. k. G. HAWKE: The scheme set
out in -the Bill is 00 per cent, less in- extent
than the scheme set out in the similar Bill of
last year. That Bill proposed to establish a
scheme to supply water to every town that
will be supplied by the new scheme and
to supply water also to approximately
12,000,000 acres of country land; whereas
thie scheme in this Bill proposes to supply
water only to 4,000,000 acres of country
land, The foundation of the scheme is still to
be the same; that is to say, the present Gov'-
erment proposes to continue with the work
put iii hand by the previous Government of
raiLsing the retaining -wall at Mundariag
Weir to enable the future holding capacity
of that reservoir to be 15,000,000,000 gallons
as against its present holding capacity of
4,000,000,000 gallons.

The Government proposes to raise the
retaining wall of the Wellington Reservoir
to increase i -ts holding capacity from
7,000,000,000 to approximately 35,000,00Or
000 gallons. That was the basis of the
scheme. put forward by the previous. Gor-
erment last year. Consequently the pre-
sen' Government wvill, by continuing that
policy in these two directions, he enabled
to store sufficient water at Afundaring and
Wellington to supply not only the needs of
this 40 per cent. of the scheme, but ulti-
mately the full needs of the scheme if,
with thle passing of -time, the' original
scheme proposed in the Government's
legislation of last year is established. The
total estimated cost of the previous scheme
Was 00I1900,000, and that did not include,
if I remember rightly, the cost of raising
the retaining walls at Mundaring and WTel-
linton.

I The Mlinister for W~orks: Neither does
the present figure.

Hlo& A. R. G. HAWKE: The estimated
cost of the much reduced new scheme is
apiproxiinately £4,500,000, which figure does'
int include the cost of raising the retain-
ig walls ait Wellington and 'Mundaring.

The reOduction in the new scheme, as com-
pared wirh last year, is due entirely to the
total exclusion of 6,000,000 acres of land
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in the Great Southern area. I also notice,
according to the plan, a reduction in the
agrieul~ural areas to be included in the
North-lEastern agricultural areas. I am not
sure how many acres of land have been
sliced (hut there. I was hoping the memiber
for M-t. Marshall would be present at this
stage for the purpose of giving the House
the benefit of his advice regarding the sub-
stantial area that has been eliminated from
the North-Eastern agricultural section.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Perhaps the Minister
will adjourn the debate for him.

H~on. A. R. G. HAWKE: As far as I am
able to judge from the plan at the back of
the document, which the Minister has made
available to us, a fairly substantial area
of country has been eliminated. I would
like the Minister to tell us precisely bow
many owns and acres of agricultural land
have breen eliminated, and to give us the
reasons for it. I regard the elimination
of mote than half of lost year's scheme as
somet? ing in the nature of a tragedy. I
know this situation has, to a large extent,
been brought about by the shoart- sighted ness
of most of the farmers in the Great South-
ern districts, by the lack of statesmanship
of the members of Parliament who repre-
sented those districts in this House and in
the Leg-islative Council last year, And by
the easily understood readiness of the Com-
monwealth Government to exclude as mnuch
as possible of last year's scheme front what
that Covernmeat would be called upon to
assist financially. On this point the Minis-
ter, in his speech, said-

The questian is frequently put as to whether
the Attitude of the farmers in that area

That is the Great Southern area
is likely to be permanent. Experience has
tended to show that'it is not. While 1 believe
in observing the majority wish iii cases where
that w-sI' is expressed and where no law is con-travencdi, I realise that at a later daite the sons
of the fathers may Adopt an entirely contrdry
viewpoint.

I think that prophesy of the Minister is
likely to be borne out by events in, per-
haps, the not very distant future. To sonic
extent it was unfortunate that last year's
Bill was introduced at a time when sea-
sons in the Great Southern had been very
good; when the winter rains had been heavy
and tulere was no water shortage of any
consequence in the areas proposed to he
eervei. When the next cycle of dry sea-

sons comes-and no-one can say how soon
that will be--I think many farmers; who
were opposed to last year's scheme, or who
were lukewarm. about it, will learn that
they were -wrong. In another part of his
speech the Minister said-

The people of Itaigoorlie are grateful for
what the pipeline has dune fur them.

Ile was referring then to the pipeline from
Mundaring to Kulgoorlie. He continued-

An instance quite to the contrary of what
applies to the pipeline country is found in a
string of towns that are so placed that thel
regardi the heaivy rationing of wvater, dlead gar-
dlens And the feelings of disgusted hontse-wives
-and often for long periods the coamplete ab-
sence of water-as being quite of the normal
order of things. Thus mnay we describe the
towns of the Great Southern at certain times,
and thus also countless farms in that area.

I do not think the Minister was absolutely
accurate in the language hie used then. 1
think, in an endeavour to'get eloquence, he
sacrificed accuracy to a large extent. Never-
the less there was a solid amount of truth
in what he said, and I am sure he has seen
the conditions which he mentioned as exist-
ing throughout the G rent Southern when
one dry year followed another and when, as
a result, the people on the farms were not
able to conserve in their dams, or elsewhere
anywhere near the quantity of water they
required to enable them to carry on fully
their farming operations or, reasonably, the
domestic side of their affairs. I think there-
fore it might be concluded that a time will
come when some of the agricultural areass
in the Great Southern-if not most of them
-wvill be anxious to become connected to a
Government water scheme capable of sup-
plying them regularly with ample and good
quality water.

Under the scheme proposed in the Bill the
Government will receive Commonwealth
financial assistance to construct a pipeline
from Wellington D3in to a point reasonably
close to Narrogin, from where water will
reticulate to all the Great Southern towns
proposed to) be served by the schemne. The
proposal approved by the Commonwealth
authorities, as I understand the position, is
that a pipeline of only 18 inches in diameter
shall be constructed from Wellington Dam
to a point near Narrogin. The State Govern-
ment of its own initiative, and presumably
at its own expense, will construct a much
larger pipeline which will be in the vicinity

2563



2564 [ASSEMBLY.]

of 30 in. diameter. It will thus be capable
of carrying from the Wellington Dam a
much greater quantity of water than will be
required to serve only the Great Southern
towns. It will be able, if the necessity
arises in the future, to carry sufficient water
-or nearly suffliient water-to serve the
Great Southern agricultural areas which
were included in last year's Bill, in addition
to the Great Southern towns.

Because this year's proposed scheme does
not tike into consideration the reticulation
of the agricultural areas, we are going to
hove the same lposition develop in the. Great
Southern agricultural disitricts in the future,
as we have hadl in many of the Eastern
agoricultural districts in the years gone by.
In other words, any extensions from the
Great Southern mains to serve the agricul-
tural lands will be of a hotech-potch and
most unsystematic nature. By the scheme
of the previous Governmentsi, the reticula-
tion of the Groat Southern agriceultural
areas was to be carried out on an orderly
basis, andI the reticulation pipes from the
main to the agricultural areas would have
been so ordered and of sncb size as to have
established a balanced reticulation systemn
from whieh every farmer drawing water
from the scheme would have been able at all
tulnes. to have received his, reasonable re-
quiremelnt'. D)oes tiiyoiie think that that
orderl ,y, s :ystematic basis is likely te. develop
ouit oif a half-baked scheme such as the one
now before Panrliament? Of course it can-
not potssibly develop.

No systemn at all, if we stick to the true
interpretation of the word " system," cn
possibly develop out of the proposed scheme.
The Government of the future will find that
-when the main pipeline from Wellington
Dam to 'Narrogin is e5.tablished and lines
running -xt*tl and north from -Narrogin
are laidi, a farmer here and there will apply
to have his, hind connected up with the
system. The department wvill use a reticula-
tion pipe oif sufflihat size only to su1pply
the needs of those, farmers.

M1r. M1arshall: That will be nic

lion. A. RI. G. HIAWKE: That is what
will happen, a., it has happened in hundreds
of case-; in the Ea-;ierin agricultural districts
svrveti by the Golields water suapply main.
Its it imiagined that when a few farmers
on the Great Southern a)pply to he con-
nected to the pipeline, the Government will

lay reticulation pipes of sufficient size to
the properties concerned to enable other
farmers further out-with the passing of
years-to be connected satisfaetorilyt No
Government and no department would do
that. They would not know when or whether
those more distant farmers would apply to
be connected with the scheme, In the (treat
SouthernL agricultural areas in future we
will see spasmodic connections made from
the pipeline to'the properties of individual
fat mers. 'When dry seasons, come-as, they
must-other farmers will clamour to he con-
nected, and the department and Govern-
ment of that day will have either to con-
tinue the reticulation pipelines then exist-
ing, or tear themr up and instal larger mains
to meet the needs of all those then eon-
corned.

My condemnation of thie Bill is that it
will make it impossible for the agricuiltural
lands of the (treat Southern to be g-iven in
future. a water supply worthy of the name.

iFarmers9 in that area who will need all
assured suppolly of' goad water, will have little
or no hope of Vetting it throughi this scheme
and uinder this Bill. I do not know that
area stillicienltly well to be able to say
whence the majority of requests far con-
nection with the scheme are likely to arise.
In the early stages they may come from
farmers located nearest to the main pipe-
line running either north or south from
Narragin, hut after a time there will be one
or two successive dlry seasons, and then the
Government wvill receive many requests,
from farmers, suffering as the result of
those dry seasons, for their lproperti.s to
lie connected with the scheme. Because there
is no plan for the reticulation of the farmn-
ing areas;, the connections, will he nadle
hoteh-potchi awl higgledy-piggledy, and with
the passing of th 0 years the position will
be entirely unsatisfactory. The Government
of this Stale xvill have to hear the whole cast
of reticulatinz the water from the main
pipeline to the- farmers.

The 'Minister for Works: Do not be too
sure on that point.

Ron. A. R. G. HAWKE: Whereas under
the Bill of last year the Commxonwealth
would have been called upon to mevet half
the cost, the Minister, by way of inter-
jection, asks whether I am sore the State
Government in future will have to be-or the
whole cost of reticulating water to agri-
cultural lands in the Great Southern area.
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I am sure, because never will there be any
substantial orderly extension of water sup-
ply facilities to the farmers in that part
of th'! State. Never will there be a suffi-
ciently large number of requests from farm-
ers, at any one time, for the Government
to rcticulato water to their properties.
Surely the Minister does not flatter himself
with the thoug-ht that if the pipeline is'
taken from Wellington Dam to Narrogin,
and mubsidiary pipelinds arc constructed
southi-weAt and north-west from Narrogin,
and half a dozen farmers wish to be con-
nected to the scheme here and there, he will
be able successfully to apply to the Coni-
monapaelth Government to meet half the
cost of that reticulation. I am suit no
Minister-not even the present Minister-
wouk advanve to the Commonwealth Goy-
ernnwnt a request of that kind.

Tin Governinedt and people of this State,
by the defeat of last year's Bill and tin'
approval of tils new scheme, will once and
for all have freed the Commonwealth Gov-
ernliat of the responsibility of meeting,
to the extent of even one penny, the cost of
retier latiig, water to the boundaries of the
properties of farmers in the Great Southern
area in the future. The 'Minister said-and
seemed to be impressed by the f 'act-that
the Commonwealth Committee of Investi-
gation readily agreed to the exclusion of
the (',reat Southern agricultural areas. I
should think the committee would agree.
The yomplete scheme of last year was esti-
mate'] to cost £10,000,000, not ineludinz the
cost of raisinz the retaining walls at Man-
daring and Wellington Dam. The Common-
wealih was asked last year, by the then
Government, to meet half that estimated
cost. It would therefore have been called
upon to provide approximately £5,000,000,
had -t agreed to that request.

Tte total estimated cost of this year's
scherie is £4,500,000, of which the Corn-
mnon'vealth is being asked to meet half, or
roughly £2,250,000. It is clear that under
the scheme of the previous Government
the Commonwealth was asked to provide
about £5,000,000, as agains t £C2,250,000 un-
der the present scheme. I do0 not know
whether members generally are an fait
with the personnel of that Commonwvealth
Committee of Investigation. If they are
they will knowv that the majority of its
mew hers would not be anxious to load the
Commonwealth Government with heavy

expenditure. I can understand why that
committee readily and eathusiastically
agreed to the exclusion of the Great
Sout'qern agricultural areas from the
scheme. It agreed primarily because that
would mean saving the Commonwealth
about £2,750,000, as against what would
have been its contribution under last
year's scheme.

As one who for years has keenly studied
financial matters, Mr. Speaker, would not
you--if you were a member of the Conm-
ioinveslth Investigation Committee--em-

brace affectionately the opportunity of
saving your Government E2,750,0001
Would you not embrace it more especially
if the farmers in the areas concerned had
been whipped into a frenzy of opposition
to tine scheme as it applied to themI Would
you not embrace it even more enthusiasti-
eally if you were aware that the political
representatives of the districts concerned
had adopted a wishy washy attitude-
especially in the Legislative Council-in
relation to the scheme of last year as it
affected the agricultural areas concerned?
There need be no surprise, on the part Oil
the Minister or anyone else, that the Com-
monwealth committee readily agreed to
exclude the Great Southern areas. I
imagine that it just as readily agreed to
exclude as muchi of the North-Eastern
agricultural areas as possible, so that the
total cost of the reduced scheme of this
year-as compared with that of last year
-iight be as low as possible.

Mr. Marshall: If this scheme ultimately
fails or is inefficient, who will take respon-
sibility for it9

Bon. A. Rt. G. HAWKjE: I have no fear
that the scheme set out in the Bill will
fail. I am satisfied that technically and
financially it will work reasonably well,
because, as I have said, it is 40 per cent.
of the complete scheme put forward last
year. Even though it is only a medium
sheca of last year 's scheme, technically and
financially it is all right. From the Comn-
monwealth poidit of view it is good, as it
will save that Government £2,750,000,
which will never in future be recoverable.
No future Government of this State will
be able to put a ease to the Commonwealth
to recovr- that nmoney, because the Great
Southern) areas reticulation scheme will
not. be systematic. It will be a thing of
bits and pieces, and no State Government
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with a sense of decency could approach
the Commonwealth for financial assistance
in order to carry out such a scheme. So
the substantial reductions on last year's
scheme are, in my opinion, nothing short
of a tragedy to anyone w~ho is prepared to
look a sufficient number of years ahead.

I am sure that the Minister, deep in his
mind and heart, would much prefer that
the scheme of last year had been proceeded
with, that that scheme had been the one to
be investigated by the Commonwealth, the
one upon which the Commnwealth should
be called upon to make a decision, because
it would have been a complete scheme and
one upon which the State would have had
an excellent ease to request the Common-
wealth to find half the cost. When opposi-
tion amongst farmers in many of the
Great Southern areas developed on such a
widespread scale as it did, the position be-
came extremely difficult. Nevertheless
the Grovernient would have been well ad-
vised had it endeavoured to find a way
out of the difficulties that did develop. I
am sure that a way out could have been
found had the Government stuck to the
problem, instead of lust taking the easy
way of allowing the Commonwealth com-
mittee to agrece to the exclusion of more
than 50 per cent, of the agricultural areas
included in the original scheme, so that
the Commonwealth1 instead of being called
upon to provide £5,000,000, would have
to find only 2% million pounds of the
total e9timated cost.

I do not know whether the portion of
the 'North-Eastern agricultural districts,
which have been excluded from the pro-
posed scheme. as compared with last year's
scheme, was excluded on the recommenda-
tion of the Commonwealth committee or by
the M1inister and the State Government.

The Minister for Works: It was exclud-
ed before wre came in.

H~on. A. R. G1. HAWKE: That is not so.
It is of no use the -Minister's saying that
the exclusion took, place before the present
Government assumed office. I say quite
clearly and beyond a shadow of 'doubt
that up to the day on which I left office,
which was the 1st April, there had been
no exclusion at all.

The Minister for Works: You mean that
no report bad come to hand.

Ron. A. R. G. HAWKE: Nothing of any
kind had been 'eeeived from the Common-
wealth. up to the 31st March as to the
exclusion even of the Great Southern areas,
let alone the North-Eastern areas.

The Minister for Works: I realise that.
I am explaining the exclusion of the
North-Eastern portion.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: The Minister a
few moments ago led the House -to believe
that the exclusion took place dluring the
period in office of the previous Govern-
ment. That is not so.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: That is what he pre-
tended.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWXE: It might well
be that the Commonwealth committee had
made some recommendations before the 31-st
March, but if so, we as a Government had
not received the slightest inkling of them.
Does the Minister now say without any quali-
fication. that the Commonwealib committee
had, prior to the 31st March of this year,
arrived at decisions recommending the ex-
clusion of the whole of the agricultural
areas in the Great Southern and also por-
tions of the North Eastern argricultural
areas?7

The Minister for Works: I go no further
than to repeat what I have already said,
namely, that I disclaim responsibility, and
so does the Government, for the exclusion.

Hon, A. R. G. HAWKE: That is only
one of the things the Minister said. le
said that the exclusions were made prior to
the present Government taking office.

lion. F. J. S. Wise: Which was quite
wrong,

Hon. A. .G. HAWKE: I tell the House
plainly that no excluIsions Of anly Sort 'WLTe
notified to us by the Commonwealth commit-
tee and, so far as I am awvare, the Common-
wealth committee had not made any deci-
sicons to exclude any of those areas prior to
the 31st iMarch, Before the Bill is taken
into Committee I should like to know just
when recommendations wvere made for the
exclusion of those districts. I also wvant to
know who made those decisions. It is
equally necessary to know whether the Gov-
ernment put up any argument or figure
against those exclusions.

M\r. Acklaind: There would have been a
fight from the farmers had they not been
excluded. They do not want the scheme.
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Hon. A, R. G. HAWKE: I want to know
clearly how those exclusions came about
and the reasons why the State Government
finally a~greed to them.

Mr. 'flint: The farmers do not want the
water. That is why.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE:- If the Minister
can justify those exclusions, especially the
exciusir-n of the North-Eastern agricultural
districts, it will be for members to decide
whether they think the right thing has been
done. If a majority of members consider
that the -wrong thing has been done, they
will need to shape their course of action
accordingly.

The Minister also told us that, although
he confidently anticipates that the Common-
wealth Government wvill make available half
the total estimated cost of the new scheme,
hie has not yet received any final reply on
that point. In other words, this greatly re-
duced scheme is still in the air and very
much in the air. I do not know what steps
the Guvernment has taken with a view to
getting- a decision from the Prime Minister.
I am %nxious to know just what steps, if
any, lave been taken. fias the Minister
himself visited Canberra to discuss this
matter with, the Prime 'Minister in order
that a quick decision might be obtained
from liim-' The Minister might think that,
as the Bill is not yet law and as the depart-
ment is not yet ready to move ahead with
the work on the scheme, further delay is niot
serious.

I think further delay would he serious be-
cause Commonwealth finances will become
increasingly harder. Any mnember who con-
siders Australian conditions today will
realise that the financial affairs of all Gov-
ernments will become more difficult as the
years ;o by. The State Treasurer has discov-
ered this already. No doubt he proposes to
approach the Prime Minister in the reason-
ably near future to try to get Some financial
assistance for his deficit for the current fin-
aneiai ve~r Ot'icr State Governments may be
in a similar position. The demands upon the
reven'ie of the Commonwealth are iacereas-
lug fr-om very many directions-demands in
respe1 of social services, post-war comnmit-
ments and n bunrlred-and-one other things,.
so it is ohvi-us that the Commonwealth
Govern'w'et will ;n future have to look more
carefulfly to its expenditure than it has done

in the past. Therefore it appears to be a
matter of considerable urgency that the
State Government should do everything in
its powver to obtain a final decision quickly
from the Prime Minister as to the extent to
which. his Government will assist the State
to establish this very much -reduced water
scheme for certain country districts.

The reasons I have pot forward as to why
the State Government should press the Com-
monwealth to make a decision quickly on
the peint are also very solid reasons why no
Government in Western Australia in future
will have much chance, if any, of getting
financial assistance from the Commonwealth
to reticulate farming areas in the Great
Southern districts when farmers apply to
have their properties connected with the
pipeline. There again the State Government
has lost a golden opportunity of getting
£5,000,000 from the Commonwealth instead
of 2 1 millions to establish a comprehensive
water supply system capable of supplying,
not only four million acres of land to ho
served by this scheme and the 30 or more
countrx- towns, but also six million acres of
country lands and also some additional
towns.

We are passing from the golden age of
finance which has been with us in Anstralia
for, say, the last seven years. I think the
age of easy money 'is slipping away. I
believe that the opportunity for State Gov-
ernments to get financial assistance from
the Comnmonwealth for large and Worth-
while projects is fast disappearing. The
last Fevea or eight years, including the pre-
sent year, have been the vital years when
State Governments had a very good oppor-
tunity of subimitting to the Commonwealth
big projects for the purpose of obtaining a
large measure of financial aid.

The Premier: Money will have to be
found for development, especially in the
less populated States.

Hon. A. RI. G. HAWUE: The Premier
has made a profound- observation and one
with which I completely agree. Money will
have lo) be found for carrying out import-
ant developmental projects in nll States, and
esperialy in the less developed States. The
point T am making is that, insteadl of the
States concerned being able to get the Comn-
monwealth to meet one-half or a large pro-
potion of the capital cost, they in the
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future will have to shoulder the whole of
the capital cost. Consequently the people
of the States have to shoulder the whole of
the debt burdens for years to come because
of the State Governments having had to
raise all the moneys on their own initiative.
That is the vital difference in the Premier' s
viewpoint and my own, and it is a very
vital (lifference indeed from the point of
view of the people of a State like Western
Australia; because, as we know, the people
of this State over the years have had to
build up a huge public debt in proportion
to our small population in order that
developmental projects might be established.
And unless our population be very much
increased in the next few years, our still
comparatively small population will suffer
a heavy financial burden if the whole of the
capital cost of future developmental works
haN to he loaded upon the State instead of
being shared reasonably between the State
and the Commonwealth.

I think the question of Commonwealth
financial aid in connection with even this
much reduced scheme is very urgent and
vital, and at special visit on the part of
the Minister for Works to the Eastern
States woudl be justified. I am not aware
when the Premier will next be in the Eastern
States. If it is likely to be very soon, I
suggest that he take the Minister for Works
with him and that they both personally
interview the Prime Minister to try to get
a favourable decision as quickly as possible.

The Premier: He told me when I was in
Canberra that he would look favourably on
this scheme.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: We know howv
busy the Prime Minister is and how much
busier he has been in recent weeks than he
should have been. We know how much
work and pressure hare been put on him
by' the inspired propaganda of certain
financial institutions.

Mr. Bovell: He brought that on him-
self.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: It is necessary,
therefore, that the Premier should continue
to stress this matter, and I suggest that it
is worth a visit by the Premier or one Of
his Ministers to Canberra within the next
fortnight. I would be very much happier
in regard to the measure of financial assist-
ance which the Commonwealth is to grant

if the State Government could get a decision
from the Prime Minister before the end of
this year.

The Premier: The Prime Minister is well
informed on it.

lon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I know, because
I had the pleasure myself of personally ex-
plaining the comprehensive seheme to bim
in Canberra many months ago. Nevertheless,
in connection with this much reduced scheme,
the State Government is still awaiting a
decision by the Commonwealth Government.
I believe my' self, that the Commonwealth
Government will agree to make available half
of the £4,500,000 required for the scheme,
but the members of the Government in this
Stale would be unwise just to sit back and
say they will get a favourable decision some
day. The Government of Western Aus-
tralia is not the only Government darring
-if I might use that word-the Prime Min-
ister for money. Every State Government
in Australia is doing the same thing and so
are hundreds of different organisations re-
presenting farmers and workers and other
groups and also tens of thousands of in-
dividuals. So it is essential-and I say this
as a result of my own experience over the
yeatrs-that the request of the State Gov-
ernment to the Comnmonwvealth in this matter
should be pressed continually; and the best
method of pressing it is by personal repre-
sentations by a member of the State Gov-
ernment to the Prime Minister himself.

I trust the Premier will give serious
consideraition to that suggestion, because I
am sure it is the only way by which a reason-
ably quick decision will be obtained and it
may be the only way by which the desired
decision will be obtained. I was interested
in page 10 of the yello'v-covered book which
the Ministry made available to us; and I
think the colour of the cover is appropriate
when one compares this scheme with that
put forward by the previous Government
last year.

Mr. Marshall: A yellow streak. They
cannot look 20 years ahead.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWIKE: Before dealing
with page 16, 1 would draw the attention
of members to the summary of the request
by the State Government to the Common-
wealth, that summary being set out on pages
5, 6 and 7 of the document. This summary
is almost word for word the same as that
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of 'List year's request by the State Govern-
ment to the Commonwealth Government. I
would say that it is about 95 per cent, the
same, word for word, the only alterations
in this year's summary as compared with
last yeAr's having- to do with the alteration
in this m~ar's prolposed scheme as compared
with thait of last year-which seems to in-
dicate that when the summary of tile scheme
was drawn up arid approved last ycnr, it
was donre exceptionally well. Pages 16 mid
17 disc iss briefly the metropolitan power
scheme, tile South-West powver scheme, the
raising, of Mundaring Wciri the raising of
Wrellinlgton Dam, Bunbury industrial area,
and the State charcoal-iron industryan
alunite industry.

I have already said that the scheme put
forward by the Government this year is part
of the comprehensive scheme submitted by
the previous Government, and when Ire
membei that, and when I read these items
discussed on pages 16 and 17, 1 cannot help
saying that the water supply scheme dealt
with in this Bill and in this document, the
metropolitan poweCr schemue, the South-West
powefr !iellele, the raising of the -Mundaring
weir, it e raising of Wellington Dam, andi the
proposed industrial area ait Bunbury, and
tlit State charcoal-iron indlustry and alunite
iarlustrv, were all jpart and parcel of the
policy ,rnd work of the previous Government.
Not in any respect has the present Govern-
ment had anything to (10 with tiny of those
things except to redfuce the proposed coim-
Ipreheiiiive water supply scheme of last year
to about 40 per cent, of whant was proposed
at that time. I regard this Bill and the
pro1)os' d sehemie which the Bill calls upon
Parliavient to approve as disappointing iii
thle exteifle; as short-sighted in thle most
intense fashion possible; as lacking coal-
Illettly in vision of the State's future, and
thercfcre completely Jacking in statesman-
ship.

In t'ie circumstances the Government may
not have been in a Position to go on wvithi
the 1)laposed comprehensive scheme of last
year. I know there were very serious poli-
tical consideiatious in the way. I know the
'Minister for Works-at least I think the
M1inistir far Works-would be far happier
today if hie wvere handlilng the comprehensive
Bill mid scheme of last year than lie is at
having to handle this one-third of a scheme.
I think the Deputy Premier would similarly

much Jprefer to have seen the comprehensive
scheme established as against this piecemeal
scheme.

The Premier: There was no certainty
you would get the money for the original
scheme.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWK(E: Well, here is
a Daniel come to judgment with a venge-
ane! Of: course, there was no eertainty I

The Premier: There is much more cer-
tainty about this modified scheme.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWK{E: I do not know
whether there is much more certainty.

The Premier: Oh, yes! The Prime Minis-
ter says so himself.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: When I inter-
Viewed, the Prime Minister many months ago
in connection with thle comprehensive
scheme, lie was intensely interested in it.

The Premier: I do not doubt that.

Hoar. A. R. G. HAWKE: He regarded
it as one of the best projects put forward
in the whole of the Commonwealth for the
$further development of rural industries and
for the decentralisation of secondary in-
dustries and for the building- up of rural
populationl. Therefore, I think it is reason-
able to believe that the Prime Minister would
have looked with considerable sympathy
upon the Commonwealth Government join-
ing in (in a 50 per cent. ba,is with the G~ov-
ernmrent of Western Australia in the im-
plemientation of the prloposed comprehensive
scheme. 1 will admit we would] have hadl
to keep pegging away at im). We would
frequently have had to send either the
Premier or the 'Minister concerned to Can-
berra to discuss the matter with tile I'rimno
Minister, with other app)ropriate Common-
wealth Ministers and probably, in detail,
with Commonwealth Treasury officers.

The Premier: I think he was impressed
by the committee's report.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Of course he
would be impressed by the Commonwealth
comaittee 's 'report and recomnmendations.,
What Commonwealth Treasurer would not
be? W~hat Prime Minister, met with a re-
quest to rind half of the finance required
for a CN,000,00 scheme and afterwards
presented with a request in connection with
a similar scheme to make only £2,250,000
available, wvould not be impressed? I do
not think there is a Commonwealth Treas-
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urer that ever existed or is ever likely to
exist who would not be impressed with the
£E2,250,000 idea as against the £6,000,000
idea.

The Chief Secretary: I think that is un-
just to the Prime Minister.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I think that if
the Chief Secretary could put himself in
the position of the 'Prime Minister he
would realise it was not one scrap unjust
but was completely merciful. The Chief
Secretary does not want to run awvay with
the idea that the Prime M1inister is sitting
in his chair at Canberra waitin for some-
onq to tell him how, where and when to
spend the money he has.

The Chief Secretary; I think he is in-
terested in the development of Australia.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Naturally.
The Chief Secretary: In the most effi-

cient manner.

Hon. A. RI. G. HAWKE: The Prime M21in-
ister has requests plus commitments which
would double and indeed many times double
the financial resources available to him, so
whenever financial ]elief comes to him, as
it came to him as a result of the recom-
mendations of this Commonwealth Commit.
tee of Investigation, he very naturally takes
advantage of it to treat with the State
Government upon the new basis as advised by
such committee. I am confident in my own
mind that if we had been able to keep alive
the comprehensive scheme, if wYe had been
able to obtain the approval of both Houses
of the State Parliament to that scheme, the
Prime Minister would in all probability have
agreed to make £E5,000,000 available from
Commonwealth resources to assist us to
establish that scheme in this State. My
position is that part of a scheme is better
than no scheme.

One-third of a loaf is better than no
bread; so I have no option but to support
the second reading of the Bill. I shall have
no opportunity either of doing anything
with the Bill in Committee either because
it is one to approve of the scheme and to
authorise the construction of it. Even if
there were some reasonable opportnnity in
a technical sense to expand the proposed
scheme, there would be no opportunity in
a legal sense because our Standing Orders
and the rules of procedure in Committee
would not permit a private member to

move an amendment, the effect of which
woul' d be to increase its scope and cost.
Thus, no matter how much a private mem-
ber might desire to expand the scheme or
how anxious he might be to extend it in
the reasonably near future he has to ac-
cept what is proposed because no other
course is av-ailable for him. With consider-
able disappointment I propose to support
the second reading of the Bill.

MR. PERKINS (York) [8.48]: 1 am
sorry the member for Northam has taken
such a pessimistic view of the Bill

Hon. A. R. C. Hawkc: I have taken a
practical view of it:

Mr. PERKINS: He has certainly taken
a lpessimnistic view regarding the scheme out-
lined in the booklet that has been circulated
amongst members. I suggest that if he were
to go around some of the country districts
and contact the people who will be served
by it, his ideas might be brought into pro-
Jper perspective.

Hon. A. H. Panton: The time will come.
Ron. A. R. G. Hawke: You bet it will.

Mr. PERKINS: To listen to the member
for Northam one would imagine his con-
cern to be that his original proposal has
been amended so as to spend only half the
amount of Loan funds that would have
been expended had his comprehensive
scheme been proceeded with, irrespective of
the fact that he was told at the time by a
great many people that they dlid not desire
the Loan funds to be spent in that direc-
tion, and that they considered there were
other ways by which the money could be
spent and the labour and material, both of
which were and have been short for a con-
siderable time, uaged to better effect. Many
of the districts were reasonabl y well watered
and the settlers there considered they could
obtain all they required for their own needs.
Surely it will be conceded that individuals
who are to have such utilities and services
provided for them are the best judges of
whether they are required.

I have before me the maps showing the
boundaries under the comprehensive scheme
as outlined by the present member when
he was Minister for Works, and that relat-
ing to the amended scheme as submitted to
the House in connection with the Bill under
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discussion. In my opinion, tbe amended
scheme provides all the essentials that the
former comprehensive scheme embodied.
Members representing rural constituencies
were inundated with *]etters at 'the time
of the comprehensive water supply scheme
proposals, those communications coming
from people who objected to being rated
undler the proposal when they already bad
sufficient water for their own'purposes.

I had letters from some farmers who had
taken up sandplain country through which
the survey for the projected scheme ran,
who maid that if they were to be levied 9
rate of 5d. an acre they would be compelled
seriously to consider the abandoning of the
properties. On a good holding, a rate of
5d. an acre at times when the prices for
agricultural products were reasonably good
could be muet, but in the marginal areas such
a rating might mean all the difference be-
tween profit and loss. In any ease, this
House would be wrong if it ignored the
expression of opinion of those most vitally
concerned in such a scheme and the use of
it. U am afraid that is what would have
happened if the present member for
Nort'am bad been able to force his scheme
upon the country in the form placed before
the House. It might have been possible to
have amended it, but he was not prepared
to accept certain vital alterations to the Bill
he placed before members.

The scheme outlined by the Minister for
Works under the Bill embodies some of
thosi! amendments, and I think the scheme
will now be accepted without much opposi-
tion in the areas proposed to be furnished
with this service. Of ~Ourse, it is inevit-
able that there will be some opposition, but
I think the majority of reasonable people
will agree that where the greater number
desi es the service then, oven though it might
per1 aps, slightly disadvantage some by the
installation of the scheme, those disabilities,
if they can be regarded as such, will have
to he suffered for the good of the greater
number. As the comprehensive scheme was
drafted, the indications were that in cer-
tain areas a big majority of the farmers
world be entirely opposed to it.

Coming to the actual area that the
amended scheme is designed to serve-I do
not intend to say anything about the Great
Sotttern portion of it because I do not

know that part so intimately as other mem-
hers, and I will leave it to them to deal
with from that phase-I shall refer to the
North Eastern and Eastern areas, in the
light of my study of the map and my con-
tacts over a long period with the producers
in those areas. In my Opinion the area
within the lines marked on th0 map is that
which is in the greatest need of reticulated
water supplies. I cannot follow the mem-
ber for Northam in his remarks about the
North-Eastern portion that has been cut off.
On comparing the two maps, I notice that
the boundarjes of the respective schemes are
exactly the same coming from IKondinin
around the eastern froentage, following
around the North-Eastern end until we come
north of Cadoux and on to the rabbit-proof
fence. The boundaries there are exactly
similar.

There is an area cut out running up to
flalwallinu. I am informed by the mem-
her for Irwin-Moore that the majority of
the land holders in that area would have
been opposed to a reticulation scheme there
because they already have sufficient water
supplies for their own needs. In the far
North-Eastern parts the boundary lines co-
incide exactly. On the western side the
boundary follows largely the No. 2 rabbit-
proof fence. From my knowledge of the
country I would say that the area to be
served by the new scheme is that which
requires water from a reticulated type of
undertaking. Inevitably, there will be some
small areas that could do with wvater sup-
plies if the pipes could be run out to them,
but they would be very limited in extent.
As one goes westward from the rabbit-proof
fence the agricultural areas are quite well
watered at present.

In recent years the farmers have been
concerned with the effect of too much water
rather than of too little. In those areas that
arc subject to flooding it is quite usual to
find good underground water supplies. Ia
the towns in those areas, as apparently
occurs in the Great Southern, the provision
of water supplies for the towns from local
catebments creates some difficulty and
possibly further investigation is neces-
sary to decide whether it is advisable to
connect up any such local reservoirs in
those ports with the Goldields or the
Wellington Dam schemes. I have noticed
that no provision is made to connect any
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local reservoir up to the Ooldfields scheme,
hut it is a comparatively small matter to
connect up a town which is only 20 to 25
miles from, the main pipeline.

I also notice that, according to the map,
the size of the pipeline has not been
whittled down proportionately to the re-
duction of the area which the scheme is
designed to serve, so it is reasonable to
expect that the main pipeline will have
quite a considerable reserve in capacity to
meet die growing needs of that country
for a considerable time to come. We can
only anticipate a reasonable distance
ahead. If those towns in the eastern area
continue to grow and require more water,
then that will justify the increasing in
size of the main pipeline to an even greater
extent. lBnt I think we can take the
opinion of the engineers in the Goldficlds
'Water Supply Department that the scheme,
as outlined, provides a reasonable margin of
safety in the size of the main pipeline,
even though the (ioldfields continue to take
increasing quantities of water, and the
agricultural areas continue to draw very
heavily on the scheme and the towns in
those areas continue to grow.

I for one will he only too *pleased. to see
the projeted scheme become too small
some time in the future, because that
would be an indication of the tremendous
growth and improvement in living condi-
tions in the Eastern agricultural areas,. I
believe that the scheme, as outlinedl in the
pamphlet accompanying the Bill, is suffi-
cient to meet the needs of the people in
the towns and] farming areas in the East-
ern districts which it is. designed to serve,
tog-ether -with the Coldfields portion of the
scheme. We as a Parliament are not
obliged to spend Loan moneys merely for
the sake of' spending them. They should
he expended on reproductive works. I am
doubtful whether we can show that such
Loan moneys, if spent on serving an area
where the producers- at present say they
do not requnire a reticulated water scheme,
could he classed as being reproductive
Loan expenditure. If the mnember for
'Northam is keen on seeing additional Loan
moneys spent within the State, T am of
opinion that almost every member in this
House can suggest many avenues in which
to spend them. It is not the money which
is the vital concern, but the goods,
materials and labour.

It appears to me to be rather heating
the air to talk about grand comprehensive
schemes for areas where it is doubtful
that the people requite the service, when
we have other areas at present desperately
short of water and for which no piping
can be obtained even to serve a limited
part. I know of one town in my elector-
ate which requires only about 12 miles of
3-inch piping to connect it to the Goldfields
Water Scheme, At present the people in
thait town are restricted in the use of wvater
in a way similar to that in which other
towns are restricted when their water
supplies run out. That town has been on
restricted supplies since last September.
It has not been possible even to obtain that
limited quantity of material, We have to
recognise some priorities, and if piping
and simnilar materials are in such short
supply at present, it is hardly reasonable
to expect that within two or three yers
it will be possible to obtain sufficient
materials to put even this more limited
scheme into operation. If the member for
Northam hadl his way, we would be em-
harking on a project very much greater
than 'the one proposed by this Bill and re-
quiring much heavier material hack in the
piimary mains.

This would entail indefinite delay in,
the provision of the water service at the
cud of the main. Viewing it from a sel-
fish standpoint, certain people in the east-
ern part of my electorate see in this
scheme the possibility of getting water
within a reasonable timie, whereas, if they
had to wait for water to be provided righ t
on the extreme end of the Wellington Dam
6chcine, it could easily lie 15 or 20 years
before they received( any wvater. In the
meaIntimec, the member for Northamn would
have us believe that it is preferable to
proceed with a scheme providing a service
in districts which do not immediately re-
quire3 water.

Hon. A. A. M. (overloy: You are not
very hopeful about any efforts on the part
of your Government.

1Mr. PERKINS: Other people, besides
this Government, are concerned in the mat-
ter of supplies. One has to he hopeful of
a big imiprovement in order to obtain hun-
dreds9 of miles of 12-inch, 10-inch, 8-inch
and 6-inch mains, as provided in this
schemne, without all the smaller reticula-
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ticn riains, when at present we are finding
the greatest difficulty in obtaining even 12
miles of 3-inch main.

lion. A. A. M. Coverley: There did not
appear to he any difficulty facing your
Party 12 months ago.

Mr PERKINS: I believe the scheme is
sufficient to meet our needs Wvithin any
periodt we can forecast. If our needs
grow to such an extent that this scheme
will he inadequate at some time In
the 'uture, then it will be possible for
us tc make any extension that might be
required. Looking at the scheme realistic-
ally, I tlink the mnajority of members
would decide that it is a satisfactory and
realistic approach to the problem with
which we have to deal.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
V. Doney-Williams-Narrogin-in reply)
[9.7]: 1 assure the member for Northamn
that we (lid not wait for any prompting
f rom him before taking into account the
need for interviewing the Prime Minister
with regardl to the proposal with which we
are now dealing. We intend, and have in-
tend2d, taking the earliest possible oppor-
tunily to interview him upon this matter.
The member for Northern, and members
generally, will agree that during the few
mon:hs; we have been in office there has
been extremely little time for journeys to
the :,astern States for that or for :any other
purpose5 .

Mr. May: The Premier was over there
the other day.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
iiit easily be so, but then the Premier,

it sc, happens, does not run my department.
Eon. A. H. Panton: I suggest the

Treasurer has a good deal to say about it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I admit
that. The member for Northam found eonm
siderable satisfaction in what he saw on
page 16 of the brochure that has been dis-
tributed among members. He was justified
in bat, but f remind him that inevitably
it could not be otherwise then that works
which were left undone--through no fault
of the previous Government-should be
takmn up and carried to completion by tis
next ensuing Government. By and by-I
do not know how far off that time may be--

lion. A. H. Panton: It won't be long!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
may be. It is purely a matter of guese*
work, but in due course we may be pre-
cisely in the same position as members op-
posite. The member for Northam said that
the present Cabinet entirely lak vision and
statesmanship. Hie certainly was not justi-
fied in making that statement. The present
job,' it must he obvious to anyone, is just
salvage from the wreck of the first pro-

jeetL.
Hon. A. ff. Panton: Who wrecked it?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
"Wrecked" is the correct word. I am not
putlting the blame for that on those who
precede us. I could not do so, as it would
not be correct. The scheme, as I said, is
just salvage from the wreck and I claim
it was absolutely the best that could be
done in the cireunistanees. H ad members
opposite still been on this side of the House
they could not have done otherwise, nor
would the 'y have wished to do so. They
would have followed precisely' the same lines
that this Government ies followed. The
hon. member to whom I particularly refer,
my friend from Northam, endeavoured to
put Some Words into my mouth and asked
me to swallow them. I have had that dodge
tried on me before, but have not fallen for
it. Ile badly wanted me to admit that in
sonic way I charged our producers with
being involved in the present scheme. I
hadt no intention whatever to convey that
meaning, nor, do I think I dlid. I do not
think lie used my actual words, but what
does it matter?

Hon. A. H. Panton: No.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
is always this, 'thht "Hansard" has a far
mare correct version of what I said than
any member has. The sense of it was-and
that is what I am concerned with-that this
Bill is based upon a report of the Federal
committee led by Mr. F. W. Loder.

Ron. A. R. G. Hawke: That is not what
the Minister said.

The MINISTER FOR WORMS: I am
giving my version, not the hon. member's,
which I know fall well is entirely different
from mine. I said that this scheme is based
upon the report submitted by the commit-
tee to which I have just referred. I may
have gone on to infer, or to say, that this
Government had no hand whatever in lay-

ing the foundations upon which the present
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proposal is built. The member for Northanm
said that the present project is half-baked.
I admit it is half ; it certainly is not half-
baked. It is half of what the hon. member
himself desired to do and we might just as
well let it go at that. I am rather pleased
at the manlier in which the House, speaking
generally, has aecegltcd the two measures. I
will admit, I am sorry to note it, that the
member for Northam has a most dismal
and depressing outlook -upon the future of
the scheme. He used some rather harsh
words. I fully admit that the manner in
which the previous scemere finished up would
have upset me had I been in his place, and
because that is so I am taking no undue
notice of what the hon, member said.

Hon. A. H. Panton: I did not think
anyone would upset you.

lion. A. R. G. Hawke: Rememher what
you said after the Bills had been dropped?
it was published in "The West Australian."

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
a good recollection of that, too. The hon.
member has been good enough to credit me
with some views not mnaterially different
from those which hie himself has expressed.
I probably had my disappointments, hut
nevertheless the manner in which the scheme
he i progressed since then has suited me
dlown to the ground. I have no wish to
deal any further with what has been said.
I conclude by expressing my thanks to mem-
hers for having snjpported the Bill as they
have.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Comnmitteec.

Mr. 1Hi11 in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the ill.

Clauses 1 to 3-agreed to.

Clauise 4l--Approval of Scheme and adop-
tion of rcommnendations:

lion. A. it. G. HAWKE: I have not been
supplied with a copy of "Hansard" contain-
ing, my second reading speech, hut I hope to
get it in time to be able to quote from it on
the third reading to show the Minister
exactly what lie said. I think it will be
found that he said that the modifications to
the scheme were effected during the previous
Government's period, or hefon' his own
Government came into office, leaving tile im-

pression that the previous Government
knew all about it and had not taken any
steps to rectify the position. The member
for York tried to argue that approval of
last year's comprehensive scheme would
have depi ived farmers in the area outside
of the proposed scheme of getting water
piping which they urgently needed. I think
he drew the long bow there,

The whole of my argument was that the
acceptance of the scheme would have given
the State Government an opportunity. to
press the Comm onwealth Government to
make £5,000,000 available to carry out the
scheme. Had the Commonwealth Govern-
ment agreed to provide half of the
£10,000,000 required it does not necesarily
follow that the carrying out of the suheme
would have denied farmers in any part of
the State an opportunity of getting the
water piping they -required. The actual time
for the carrying out of the comprehensive
scheme would not have mattered much as to
a year or two. The vital thing was to try to
get the Commonwealth Government to assist
on a 50 per cent. hasis. The State Govern-
ment could then have implemented the
scheme stage by stage according to ci-rcum-
stances. No person outside the scheme
would hare been delayed a day in getting
water piping, especially if his claim were
greater than that of those in the area pro-
posed to be served by the scheme. I hope it
will he clear to the member for York that
the comparison he was trying to miake, to
my detriment and that of the proposed wom-
preheasive scheme, is not one which existed
in fact at all.

Mr. PERKINS: I am doubtful if we
would be doing the State a service by claim-
ing assistance from the Commonwealth
when a great many of uis question whether
the schemes involved are wvell based. In
addition, we eventually have to find our
share of the debt. If a portion of £3,000,000
of loan money is to be thrown down the
drain, it will react against us. If water
schemes are to he established in areas ade-
quately watered so that wve take money from
settlers that they could spend in other direc-
tions, we are not doing the State a service.
I think there can be no argumient about
what I said as to people in the outer areas
having the supply of water p)ostponed be-
CelLse or the comprehiensive scheme.
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It was proposed to reticulate from Merre-
din to a point about six miles south of Bruce
Rock, and the area below that, which was
on the edge of the comprehensive scheme
was to be served by the Wellington Dam
.scheme. Tliat meant that the rest of the
scheme would have had to be established be-
fore that area could be served. The people
east and west of the Great Southern rail-
way who stated they had any amount of
water and were bitterly opposed to r-eticula-
tion in their areas would have been served
while people in the Eastern areas had an in-
sufficient supply. It would have been a
fare. position for them to have waited 10
or 15 years because they came within the
area ef the Wellington Dam scheme. My
statement was justified, that the comprehen-
sive water scheme would have resulted in
many people, who required water most
desperately, having that supply delayed, as
compared with the present modified scheme.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: The member
for York is hard put to it to justify his
statement of a few moments ago that
the implementation of the comprehensive
scheme would have had the effect of depriv-
ing settlers in districts outside the scheme
of having water. piping made available to
them. Any decision to be made on such a
matter would be dealt with by the State
Goveinment and the Minister concerned.
The Minister would naturally weigh the
needs of the twvo sets of peolge, and act
accordingly. The hon. member talks of
where the pipelines were to go under the
comp:ehensive scheme. It was well under-
stood by members last year that those pro-
pesals were not cast-iron in any shape or
form. It was understood by the member for
MIt. Marshall that alterations, where they
could be showvn to be justified, would be
made, but the scheme as a whole was a com-
plete one.

When the time Game to deal with district
or sub-district problems, the technical of-
ficers of the Public Works Department, and
the Minister, would, in consultation, easily
and quickly iron them out. Therefore it is
not 20nect for the member for York to
say, as he did in aa earlier speech this
afternoon, that the approval and stage by
stage implementation of the comprehien-
sive water supply scheme proposed last
year. would have had the effect of depriv-
ing ionic farmer, outside the scheme, of his

proper priority in regard to wvater piping.
Whether it would apply to towns or to
farmers does not matter. In consultation
with his technical officers, the Minister
would decide wvhat should be done and what
were the merits of the groups concerned.
If a group outside the comprehensive
scheme had more urgent needs than one
within it, undoubtedly the Minister would
decide in favour of the group with the
better claim and more urgent needs. Than
is the point I wish to establish.

Chruse put and passed.

Clauses 5 to S--agreed to.

Schedule, Preamble, Title-agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL-COAL MINERS' WELFARE.
In Comitiftee.

Resumed from the 2nd December. Mr.
Perkins in the Chair; the Chief Secretary
in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported
after Clause 5 had been agreed to.

Clause 6-Establishment of Coal M1iners'
Welfare Fund by contributions by mine
owners:

Mr. MAY: I move an amendment-
That in line four of Subelause (1) the words

''one penny'' be struck out and the words
''three half pence'' inserted in lieu.

The original proposal, one penny, is con-
sidered as not nearly suifficient to meet the
expected needs. Coalinining, like other in-
dustries, is well on the wvay to inechanisa-
tion, and we must retain and train in the
industry workers to undertake the new class
of mining. They must he properly trained.
One of Ihe essentials will be a school of
mines, in which the young~er generation can
lie educated in the newv methods of mining.

The CIII1EPI SEC ETARY: Represents-
lives of the coalininers interviewed the
\ir is'c'- ab)out increasing the royalty to
he set a&doI to cover amenities, and so on.
JT dree d to aIlowv the increase. I there-
fore 1 ' ' pnosc the amendment.

mc nput and1 passed; the elaumse,
,Th p' .' -wed +o.

Clan""- 7 and S-agreed to.



276[ASSEMBLY.]

Clause 0-Membership of the board:

Mrll. MAY: I move tan amendment-
I'int in paragraph (a) of Subelause (2)

after the word "bhe' the words "'the Preai-
dtent of the eaombined coal-iningi unions Coat-
mitt ep and shall be'' be inserted.

The CIHIEF SECRETARY: As it stands
the Bill provides that the committee shall
he Composed of three members to be ap-
pointed annually by the Governor, that one
of them shll be the ehairmian, and that
therv shall he a representative of the miners
and one of the mineoivners. That board
wrould represent all connected with the in-
dustry, and would drawv together the em-
ployers and the employees. However, the
miners' representatives . have made it clear
that they would prefer an alternative board,
to consist solely of the lenders of the various
unions. While I do not support the amend-
ment, I will leave it to the Committee to
decide.

Mr. MAY: I would point out the futility
of appointing to such a position someone
who has never shown the slightest interest
in the welfare of the workers, and who is
not'likely to change his outlook in the near
future. On many occasions the olive branch
has heen held out to the companies by the
inea but has not been accepted. It woulJI
lie wise to appoint someone who is really
interested in the welfare of the miners.-

Amendment put and passed.

Mfr. M1AY: I move an amendment-
That parnagraph (b) be struck out and the

words ''the President of the Australian Coal
and Shale Emnployees Federation Union of
Workers, WV.A. ]3ranch, Collie" inserted in
lieu.

This is in lieu of the provision that one
member of the board shall he a person
represetiing the miners.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. 'MAY: I more an amiendment-
Thlat paragraph (c) be struck out with A

view t6 inserting the words "the head teacher
of the Collie High School.''

The amendment would have the effect of
eliminating the provision for a person rep-
resenting ,the mineowners.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:

Ayes .. . . 19
Noes .. . . 21

Majority against

Aims
Mr. Coverloy
31r. Fox
M r. Hlawke

11r, 110cir
M r. Kelly
Mr. MIn rs hall
Mr. May
,%Ir. Needhamn
Atr, Kulson

NOES
Mr. Abbott
Mr. Ackland
Mr. flovell
Mrs. Osrdell-Otiver
M r. Cornell
Mr. Doney
Mr. HAIl
Mr. IHill
Mr. Keenan
Mr. Mann
MIr. Mc Donald

2

M r. Panton
Mr. Reynolds
Mtr. Siceman
Mr. Smith
M r. Stynuts
Mr. Tonkin
M~r. Trita
Mr. Wlise
Mr. tiodoreila

(TcllcrrJ

Mr, Murray
M1r. Naldur
'Qr. Virnio
Mr. Rend
M1r, Seward
Mr. Thorn
mr. witd
Mr. Yates
Mr. lDrad

Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

lion. A. H. PANTON: The reasion for
there being no debate on the amendment
just negatived was that a deputation from
the union waited on the Minister for Mines
last Friday and came to alnagreemient uinder
which hie approved of the aniendatent al-
ready p~assed as well as the- one just defeated,
Whbere do we stand-? A deputation comes.
all the way to Collie, meets the Minisiter
for 'Mines, and reaches an agreement ott
certain points. The Minister for Mines is
in another place and his representative in
this Chamber does not tell uts what oc-
curredc at the deputation and the amend-
ment is negatived. The Chief Secretary
had better wove that progress be reported
so that he can ascertain the position. The
Collie miners will not stand this sort of
thing. It is ridiculous that Ministers in this
Chamber should repudiate, the agreement
reached. Surely the word of at Minister
is s9omething that can be relied upon, and
Cabinet should not repudiate its own Min-
ister.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I was not
present at the deputation and do not know
what took place. In the circumstances I ask
that progress he reported.

Progress reported.

2576



[9 DECEMDER, 19417.] 2577

BIL- INCREASE OF RENT (WAR
RESTRICTIONS) ACT

AMEZNDMENT.

Council's Mlessage.

Itegiage from the Council received and
read notifying that it did not insist upon
its amendment No. 4.

IBILL--CITY OF PERTH SCHEME FOR
SUPERANNUATION (AMENDMENTS

AUTHORISATION).
Returned from the Council 'without

amendment.

BILL-ROAD CLOSURE.

Second Beading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. L.
Thorri-Toodyny) [9.58] in moving the
seconi reading said: This is a Bill of the
usual nature introduced each session. I
flssflr the Rouse that these matters of
closirg roads or portions of a road have
been carefully examined. Clause 2 deaIa.
with portion of Hawthorn-street, Perth,
which is a blind end and which passed to
the Crown in the year 1907 with the other
Too&i in the sub-division. In addition, at
the blind end there is a small strip of land
I'/, inks in width which ran along the
edge of the whole subdivision. It was not
unusual in the earlier days for persons
subdividing large areas to leave a small
strip of a link or so to prevent the ad-
joining holder from having access to the
roads in the newv subdivision, but where
thesi! oddl strips now crop up, as in this
ease, they can be treated only as reserves
since the original owners ceased to be in-
terested when all the blocks in the sub-
division were disposed of. This particular
deac-end path of Hawthorn-street, plus1
the 1'. links reserve, is only 60.5 links
wid-hat is about 40 feet-and altogeth-
er the area is less than the JninimpIm now
allowed for a building lot under the town
plr ni"' .. control, and consequently cannot
be 4o'd r';n entity for a building for
resi le~fl ei rposes. Provision is miade in
the el-r's' to allow of the direct sale in
moihecp on each of the adjoining holders
tinm. t :n-rvse the size of their properties
suit o"' w the derelict land being put to
use.

Ti eo~nev'lion with industrial develop-
ment 0 1*eoi Park, the lands on either

side of Suffolk-street have been acquired
by separate companies which desire that
Suffolk-street be closed. It is intended
that a railway spur line be built on the
land at present in Suffolk-street to serve
the respective companies. The City Coun-
cil, the Towvn Planning Commissioner, and
the Surveyor General all concur in the
proposal. The land in Suffolk-street is the
property of the 'Crown and a sale price of
£150 has been placed on it. Provision is
made in the clause for a sale to a pur-
chaser at the discretion of the Governor
because At this stage it is not definitely
known what arrangements the interested
companies intend to make between them-
selves in regard to the provision and use
of railway facilities.

The land on either side of that portion
of Vauighan-street, North Fremantle, men-
tioned in the clause, is owned by J.
Gadsden Proprietary Limited, who desire
to consolidate their works. The company has
undertaken, with the North Fremantle
Municipal Coincil, to pay the cost of re-
mnoval of electric light wires from that part
of Vaughan-street, and their erection in
Irene-itreet and will surrender a 25-link
strip of its property to widen Irene-street
and pay the cost of construction. The
neighbouring owner likely to be affected
by the closure of part of Vauighan-street
(Caltex Limited) has given its consent.
Several other similar road closures have
been effected in the neighbourhood, which
was originally surveyed iii rather small
.sections and the requirements of modern
business have outgrown the size of the
blocks. The Town Planning Commissioner
and Surveyor General have concurred.

A Class ''A'' Reserve 'has been declared
over certain lands within the Suhiaco
2hinicipality. v at Shenton Park, and on
wvhich is situated a ''Lake.'' That reserve
has been vested in the municipality. The
municipality, has purchased adjacent free-
hold lands for addition to the reserve, and
the reveatment of these lands and their
addition to the reserve are being dealt
with under the Reserves Bill. Between
the existing reserve and the lands purch-
ased by the nmicipality are a right-of-way
and the adjoining part of Centre-street.
It is necessary to close such right-of-way
and part of Centre-street so that the con-
tained lands, together with the freeholds
purchased by the municipality, may all he
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added to the Class "A" Reserve, and thus
be brought to a common basis.

The Subiaco municipality originally
owned Swan Location 2123 as a municipal
endowment. In the year 1941, the council
surrendered portion to the Crown for the
use of the Workers' Homes Board, pow-
ers having been ranted under the
Reserves Act, 1939. Lots and streets were
surveyed as part of the townsite of Daglish
and the subdivision was "published" on
the public plans of the Lands Department.
This had the effect of creating the roads
according to the plan of subdivision. Lat-
er, it was decided that the area was better
suited for industrial sites, and it was
arranged to hand it back to the Subiaco
municipality. A Crown Grant was issued
to the municipality in 1945 for the area
excluding the roads which had become
established by being shown on the depart-
ment 'a plans. The municipality desires to
have most of the roads closed for inclu-
sion in a scheme of re-subdivision of the
area for industrial purposes. It is neces-
sary to secure Parliamentary authority to
close such roads and grant the land to the
municipality on the same footing as the
lands already handed back.

The municipality of Baunbury acquired
certain freehold lands for a new show-
ground, including the intervening Port and
Bufton-streets. As the municipality owns
all the lands, including the streets, and
desires that such shall he used for the
purposes of a showground, closure of the
streets in question is necessary. The
Town Planning Commissioner and the Sur-
veyor General both concur in the proposal.

The municipality of Busselton has re-
cently acquired a number of lots for a
housing scheme. The surveyed section of
lots is divided by East-street, which itself
has no outlet, continuing in its own direc-
tion nor is it likely to develop to carry
traffic, and it serves no useful purpose.
The land in the road would serve a greater
purpose as two building lots within the
council's scheme. The Town Planning
Commissioner and Surveyor General con-
cur.

A site for a high school is being provided
at Narrogin, and it is necessary to close
portions of Keally and Gray-streets and
a right-of-way, within the area of the
school reserve. The Town Planning Corn-

missioner and Surveyor General and the
Narrogin Municipal Council have concur-
red.

Portion of the Burakin townsite and
adjoining country was taken for a water
reserve. The boundaries of the townsite
have already been amended to exclude the

Portion of the Burakin tousite and
inentary authority is necessary to close the
unwanted roads and rights-of-way now of
no use.

The flailway Department has re-arranged
its section-running and established bar-
racks at Yellowdine. In this connection it
was necessary to make sonic adjustments
to provide an area of land deemied suffi-
cient for such barracks, and this involved
closing a portion of a road for which Par-
liamentary authority is now sought.

The land along the sea front at Rocking-
ham, situated between Ilymus-street and
the wvestern end of Class ''A'' Reserve
21487, is of vatrying and, in some places,
extensive width, but is at present all
''road'' and is known as% part of the
Esplanade. For the better control of the
area, it is deemed advisable to define a road
one chain in width along the surveyed
frontages of the abutting lots and close
the balance of the "road'' and declare
suech closed portion a Class ''A'' Reserve
for recreation and vest it in the Rocking-
ham Road Board. The portion of the sea
front* immediately adjoining and continu-
ing to the remaining old jetty, at Railway-
street, has already been similarly treated.

The Proposals under the present legisla-
tion will thereby establish a common basis
for all the sea front from Hymns-street to
Railway-street. From Railway-street the
water front right round past Kwinana to
the Common weal th Naval Base Feserve, is
similarly reserved reaching back to the
main roa~d to Rockingham (Marine-terrace)
-except lead-in roads and two areas
granted last year for the Crippled Ch*.d-
ren's Home and the Children's, Ortliopoc-
die Hospital. The society has now nioved
to a new site and it is desired to revert
to the Original status by re-opening- the
porti~n of Brown-street and returning to
the society the land it had given for the
new road.

Amongst the proposals in a town plan-
ning scheme for Narrogin is the provision
of a park and swimming pool which will
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embrace an area which includes several
indivitual reserves, some railway lands,
frechoM, properties acquired by resumuption,
and also several existing roads. Arrange-
-ments have been made with thle Railway
Department for adjustment of boundaries
of rai way lands. 'It is necessary to close
the roads mentioned in the Bill to consoli-
date the areas concerned into two portions
separated only by the existing Kipling-
street which carries the traffic into and out
of the town in the direction of Wiekepin,
and which will remain open. The Narrogin
municipality's proposals are supported by
the Town Planning Commissioner and the
Survey or General.

Iu the original plan of subdivision of
portion of Fremantle, at Beaconsfield, sub-
urban blocks up to 7 acres in extent were
surveyed and, in some cases, with streets
in ex':ess of one chain width. The State
Rousing Commission has prepared a plan
eof re-subdivision of land in Yalgoo-avenue,
which latter is 150 links wide. For better
planving, it is desirable to include in the
newv lots, 50 links of the street, thus leav-
ing i one chain wide, which is deemed
sufficient. The Fremantle Council, Town
Planning Commissioner and Surveyor
Oeneral all concur in the proposal.

Hon, F. J. S. Wise: You had better move
to lay the plans on the Table of the House.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Ye;, I
will (to that. I move-

TlL(. the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. F. J. S. WISE (flascoyne) [10.13]:
1 am prepared to allow this Bill to go right
nheai3. As is customary, the M1inister for
Lands3 provided me with- a copy of the notes
of his speech, and also the plans which are
the subject of the various clauses in the
Bill. Many of them are familiar to me be-
cause they have been a long time in negotia-
tion. Sonic of them have been two or three
years developing to the stage of agreement
between all the parties and the Town Plan-
ning Commissioner. In all of these eases,
as the Minister has indicated, the Town
Planning Commissioner has been brought
into conference where the interests of mnuni-
cipalities have been affected, and in such
eases as that of the Busselton showgrounds.
Having had the opportunity of previously
examining these proposals-quite distinct

from the Bill to follow, on which I will
make some comment-I have no objection to
this Bill going straight into Committee if
that suits the Minister.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

1%s Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
aebate, reported without amendment and

the replort adopted.
.Bill read a third time and transmitted to

the Council,

BILL-DRIED FRUITS.
Council's Message.

Message from the Council reccivea and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Assembly.

BILL-CHARITABLE COLLECTIONS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Council without
amend~ment.

BILL-PARKS AND RESERVES ACT
A.MENDZENT.

Second Reading.

THE hflNISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. L.
Thorn-Toodyay) [10.18] in moving the
sconid rending said: This is a small Bill
to amend the Parks and Reserves Act in
order to make provision for better traffic
control and parking of vehicles within
parks. A prosecution was recently insti-
tuted against a motorist for driving along
a footpath in King's Park but beenause the
wording of certain bylaws and definitions
was not sufficiently clear, the case was lost.
It is desirable that the parent Act be
amended in at~ordancc with this Bill so that
additional bylaws can be made the better
to control traffic and the parking of vehicles
within the park.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Are they not going
to allow the park to be used for parking?

The MIfNISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. I
think a reasonable attitude will he 'adopted
towards parking in King's Perk, but some
people defy the bylaws.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: There is no time
limit in tlhese places.
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The MINISTER FOR. LANDS: No. I
would not agree to a time limit, but it is
essential that the authorities should have
power to control parking in order to pro-
tect their lawns and gardens. Sonic people
who drive motor vehicles are foolish enough
to defy' authority. We are all proud of

T~a:sPark and it is essential that those
in control of it should be empowered to
.see to the efflcient parking of vehicles, and
also to erwure that the people who offend
againwt the bylaws are dealt with in our
courts.

Mr. 3!arslall: What was the serious of-
fence committed in the park and to wvhich
you have made reference?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
parking of a vehicle on the lawns where
parkingx was prohibited.

ire. Mrarshall: The parking of at vehicle?

The MINISTER FOR LANI)S: Yes, a
motor Vehlicle. Throughb a wveak ness in the
Act the ease wns loct, and it is therefore
essential that the Act he amended so that
P-iroll flut may be made for proper bylaw's.
1move:
Tlmf ite Thul bo oo real a sveoivi time.

(On motion lv imn. F. J1. S. Wise, debate
adljournewd.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1947-48.

fib N ammittee of suejpl.
ihbinto reitumed from the 2nd flecenmber.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair.

Vote- -Agricthlire, £C197,O7,O (partly conl-
idvei', :

ALM ACKLAND ftrwin-Moorc) f90.42]:
The Airriculture Estimates are of such im-
portance to the State that it is only righif
Ouat those who represent entirel v rural con-
stit uenries should lake part in the debate.
I am p le-ased to notice that the salaries in
the. Department of Agriculture have been
inereas.it be C13,488. The staff position
of that depa rtment is critical, as in recent
year., and months we hare lost some ex-
r'floent officers, men such as Dr. Tenkle, and
Mfessrs. Underwood, Samuel and others who
crew up in the department and were trained
in this State. Te cannot afford to lose men
oif that class. On lookinz at the Public Ser-
vice list I notice there are many others who
have left the department, in spite of the fact

that we are short of men of the right type
to do that important work. This appears to
be due to two main causes.

Juniors in the Department of Agriculture
appear to be well catered for as regards
salaries, but when men advance to a certain
stage there is not a great deal of induce-
ment for them to remain in this State, as
they do not receive salaries commensurate
with the work they do. They are forced to
go to other States or other departments
where they will receive better remuneration.
Another contributing factor is that for many
years in this State we have not had a
Minister for Agriculture with a truly rural
background. Those who have administered
that department in the past had other duties
that kept them occupied, so that the depart-
ineut to a great extent came under the com-
plete domination of the Under-Secretary or
Diretor of Agriculture. That has been bad
for a 'griculture in Western Australia. I do,
not wishi to criticise the Under-Secretary
in savinfr that hie has gathered to himself
the uvhole 0f the polic ' and direction (it that
deponrtment. I believe 19 nurn out of 20,
placed in his position, would have done like-
wiseo. The result has not been good.

We have experts in that department com-
parable. with any in Australia, an~d now
that we have a Minister for A,,rivultare
with a rural background, lip should be there
to direct the policy of the department and
enqure that the Director or T'ader-;eiretary
corries out that policy, and that the heads
of the various branches are able to aive
ex pression to their undoubted abilities%. No
man ii n 1 c expert in all thin,,,. and that
applies as much to thep Under-Secretary for
Agrie-ulture--who is pirimarily .a da ir-ymnn

asto anyone else. The standi'rd of the
department has been high, but wvi have lost
valuable men. If the heads of brveaches, are
given molre responqibility" and scope tn ex-
pand their talents, and salaries in k-eeping
with the work they' do, the rot that has set
in will disappear. There is a gr~owing
tendency among the a2viellturti of this
State to lean more and more ot' c-ience.
That trend should lie fostered, and we
should mnake available to them the serviceps
of the experts in St. George's-terrace. Those
ofiee'-s should be encourageed to travell as
extensively as possible throughout the
areas where their services can he usefully
employed.
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This State has passed the pioneering
stage, hut our country is not rich in plant
foods anti our land must be farmed scienti-
fuclly. In the last 201 years, and particu-
larly since the depression of 1930, we have
been depleting our soils of their natural
fertility. That has caused the onset of cro-
sion in Western Australia. I believe in free-
htold tenure of land, but I feel that the agri-
culturist, who holds the title deeds of a
properly, holds them for posterity,
and Lias a ditty to unborn genera-
ti ,on4 to improve the sail and leave
to his successors in a better state the
farm that lie considers to be his own today.
It is or ly by science and the use of the very
best officers thint that can be done. Regard-
ing ercsion, I think that the legislation in-
trodnecd into this State some years ago is
emrinently satisfactory. It has given to the
Conmiksi(.n powers to do very drastic things
and also power to co-opt those who lise
land rather than employ force. First with
Dr. Tealie and later with his successor, Mr'.
Burvel , fiat policy is being carried out with
advonture to all concerned. The experts
gained the confidence of the people who are
trying very, hard to follow the lines suggested
to theta.

Thcjre is only one thing wrong with the
departmrenit. It is numerically too weak.
I believe we have seven officers attached to
the Soil Conservation Branch, two of whom
are engage-d in the salt problems and four
in the erosion section. Those men cannot
possibly '-nlie with the work that the people
in the cuntr 'y districts are crying out for
them to do. I hope that the Minister will
find it possible to get additional men to
assist in this, very important work.

I notice that there are more than 290
vacancies in the department and several of
them :rre in the veterinary branch. I under-
stand that recently we have been able to
obtain some veterinary surgeons, but some
of thosie wh~o had been in the State only a
few months resigned and went elsewhere be-
cause the inducements were not sufflicnt
for them to stay here. Veterinaries are
wantel from one end of this country to the
other, more particularly in the dairying in.
dustr% where they have to cope with T.B.
and tie contaigious abortion troubles, but
throup hont all the agricultural areas and
stoek riiriig districts, these men are needed
very badly. It is to he hoped that the do-

partinrit will be in a position to offer in-
ducemonts to encourage people skilled in
veteriniary science to come to this State and
take up the work which it is so necessary
should lie (lone.

I should no'v like to turn to the subject
of lighit lands. Some 20 years ago tire hulk
of light lands in areas from 12 to 16 inches
of rainfall and upwards were considered to
he quite useless, today, the whole con-
ceptio~l is altering. Wve have instances
where men prefer light lands in the 15 inch
rainfall to the heavy forest country, be-
cause they are finding them more produc-
tive. With the initroduction of nitrogen-
collecting fodders, these soils are producing
far greater crops as wveil as feed than are
the heavier types, and I am firmly of the
opinion that, within the next ten years, the
deparrtment will alter its policy of advocating
fallow andi will advocate rotations without
fallow which alone causes such loss of plant
food, but will recommend the storing of
nitrogen in the soil to the betterment of
the fertility as wvell as the productive eapa-
city of the land.

Wve have such large areas of light land
in this State that it is necessary to extend
our experiments on this type of country.
The lightl lands experimental stat ion at
Wougan Hills has done a wonderful service
a ml members who have had ani opportunity
of attending a field day there in recent years
have some conception of how the values of
land in this State are changing. Whereas
that farm is suitable for treatment as light
land which can grow cereals profitably, we
have to consider the tremendous areas of
I li t Ian ds which, beenause of their heavier
rainfall, do not show vcry much prospect
in this respect.

There is an area of 2,000,000 acres of
this land iii close proximity to a railw&ay line
aind having a rainfall of 16 to 32 or 33
inec. Althoug-h low in fertility I believe.
like lots of others, that it would he of
immense value if we (oulId find out just
how to treat it. There hans been a su--
gest ion tlint, in the tract of country stretch-
ilnz from G3ingin to Dongara, there should
he a series of small blocks of experiments.
I hop, that the Minister wvill not consider
that that is the right way to treat these
lands. I believe that, as an adjunct to

experimental stations, they canl be quite
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useful, but by themselves they will not prove
anything. It needs a man who is trained
to that sort of work and also the most care-.
fill compiling of statistics and analysis of
the land by chemists, so that people can
work with their eyes open instead of in the
dark.

So concerned am I with this problem
that recently I took it upon myself to call
upon the Midland Railway Co. aind point
out that it was far more interested in prov-
ing the productiveness of this part of thq
country than was th0 Government. That
type of land extends along the whole of
the western section of the Midland Rail-
way line.

The Attorney General: How far out from
the railway does it extend?

Mr. ACKLAND: Right to the coast, but
the whole of that land, except that near
flandarragan, is the type of country I am
speaking of. I am certain that the Mid-
land Railway Co. is prepared to assist the
Government ini.rascertaining how best to use
that land; in fact, the general manager
offered to give the Government a farm on
which to carry out its experiments, but
the offer wvig not of any real value, for the
simple reason that the company does not
own any of the class of land which we desire
to work. When the land was surveyed many
years ago, the eyes wecre picked out of it.

Teonly land which is of this poor quality
is ownedl by' the Government, and it is that
poor land we, want to experiment with.I
am convinced that if the company were ap-
jiroached, it would be quite prepared to sub-
sidise the Government in any expenditure in-
curred in connection with the project. I do
not wish to take tip a great deal of the time
of the Chamber. I had hoped to be able to
speak at greater length on purely agricul-
tural matters; but earlier in the considera-
tion of the Estimates we had a contribution
to the debate 1by the member for North-East
Freman tle.

lion. J. B. Sleeman: His was a good
speech.

Mr. ACKLANDJ: It was a splendid speech,
if it were a fact.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: What does that infer?

Mr. ACKLAND: I entered this Chamber
with the hope that I would not be drawn into
purely Party political issues.

Holl. A. H. Panton: You have not suc-
ceeded very well.

Mr. ACKLAND: I have not, because ont
the two occasions I have spoken I was forced
to speak in a way which I consider should
be unnecessary. I believe that every section
of Western Australia is entirdy dependent
on every other section; that there should he
an understanding that the prosperity of one
section is reflected in the prosperity of all
other sections; and that the only hope for a
prosperous Western Australia is the co-
operation of all the people. When we are
discussing agricultural matters, it is my
opinion that we are discussing the most im-
portant phase of Western Australian life.
Not for one moment do I want to belittle
secondary industries. We need them, we
aced every one of them; but, fundamentally,
Western Australia, with its vast area, its
rainfall and climate, will alwvays be first anl
agricultural country. In a debate such as
this, I think it is greatly to be deplored that
one should have to eater into what I might
call Party squabbles. The contribution of the
member for North-East Fremantle was in-
deed at real disappointment to me. I believe
he set out deliberately t& misinform the
people of Western Australia. It was an in-
stance of propaganda of the most objection-
able tylpe.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: You have not much
of an opinion of him.

Mr. ACKLANfl: I have not much of an
opinion of his contribution to the debate.
It was a distortion of facts. As I already
said, it sprang fromt a desire deliberately to
misinform the people. Listening to that
debate, my niind wvent back to a speech I
once read of the wonderful Disraeli. He
said-

The Right Holt. gentleman has spoken for
21/ hours. There was not an ounce of solid-
matter in it. Ue wvas suffering from a diar-
rhoea of words.

That aptly describes the remarks of the hon.
member about the Government's handing
over to Co-operative Bulk-handling the in-
stallations at Fremantle. There is not an
ounce of solid truth in the remarks made by
the member for North-East Fremantle.

Mr. Trial: Give us some proof.

Mr. ACKLAND: I will, as I promised the
other night. I am pleased in one respect.
It showed not only the wheat farmers but all
the primary producers in Western Australia
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exactly where the ex-Minister for Agricul-
ture stands. The Western Australian Labour
Party's attitude was well illustrated by the
support which he got from the members of
his Party during his speech. I have shown
that they are opposed to self-help and self-
relianme. They are opposed to reduction of
costs; they are opposed to reduction of
handling chairges and they most certainly up-
hold bureaucratic control. This was made
evident throughout the whole of that speech.
They wvant regimentation of the producers
of the State. I have 'been asked to give
proof. I shall be pleased indeed to quote
from the speech of the hon. member. The
following is part of it:-

The action of this Government in this regard
makes very sorry reading, that assets which
belong to the country could be with, great haste
handout over to the conmpany without any agree-
ment being signed in regard to responsibility
or obligation or anything else. It was done
against the advice of Government officers, res-
ponsible men who would know "-hat was best
to be lone in connection with these assets.

Not oic of those men has had any experi-
ence or the slightest conception of how to
bundle wheat in Western Australia or any-
where else. The only man competent to help
the Government in this respect was the chair-
man (if the Fremantle Harbour Trust, Mr.
MacartDCy, a man who-is not opposed to the
installations being handed over to Co-opera-
tive Bulk-handling, but who is opposed to
the building of what is called the working
house, the silos and big railway yards close
to the wharf at Fremantle. I shall go on to
read further from the speech of the hon.
memhrr; he is now speaking of the loading
at Fremantle-

I propose to showt how little credit van be
given to the company for wirht was achieved.
The ellicienry of the stevedore and his men are
the controlling factor. The spouts go into the
ship's hold] and the wheat is forced through
these spouts and has to be trimmed by those
working the ships.

In speaking ab~out the trimming, the hon.
member said it was a matter of seven per
cent. One would have expected him to know
the answer, but it wvas a horrible guess.
Later on he asked the member for Irwin-
Moore to tell him what the position was.
Before I sit down I hope to do just that. I
should like to know the motive behind the
attack on Co-operative Bulk-handling. The
truth is that Opposition members by instinct
are State traders; they believe in bureau-
cracy and have, from its inception, opposed

the 'farmers' co-operative self-help organisa-
tion particularly since it has shown such
capalities for bringing its undertaking to,
a wonderful success. The charge of the mem-
her for North-East Fremantle that there was
undue haste to hand over to Co-operative
Bulk-handling this wonderful State asset,
irrespective of terms, is utter rubbish. That
is clearly shown by a letter to the Solicitor
General from the company's solicitor on the
10th June, which suggests that the company
should covenant with the Government. I
would like to read extracts from that letter-

(a) At all times (luring the period of the
license to operate and control the installations
for the purposes and in performance of its
duties and obligations under the said Act.

(b) To pay to the Government for thea
period of the license the interest and deprecia-
tion on the capital cost of the plan-t, the respec-
tive rates of such interest and depreciation
being agreed upon between the Government and
the company. Such payment to be made in,
equal annual amounts.

(c) At all times during the period of the
license to undertake and enrry out at its own
expense all necessary minennciue.

(d1) To carry out or execute all necessary
improvements or additions to or extensions of
the instal In ionsi approved by the Government
for t~a, Goveranent at cost, the sumn paid by
the Government for suchiiprovemneafts or ad-
ditions to or extenisions qf the installations to
be added to the capital cost, the company to
hie entitled without approval to carry out or
execute on such basis during any year of the
license period improvements or additions to or
extensions of the installations tip to hut not
exceeding a total cost of £1,000.

Mr. Trial, Was that signed 9

Mrf. ACKLAND: Yes. I have a copy
here. It was on the file which the hon. mem-
ber l)erused. I saw it on the file at Co-opera-
tive Bulk-handling, and that is where I ob-
tained my copy. The hon. member stated-

Tke improv-ement whlich, occurred after Bulk
Handling facilities were passed to Go-operative
Bulk Handling Ltd., wais not due to any parti-
cular efficiency onl the part of Go-operative
Bulk Handling; it would have occurred no miat-
ter who was operating the State galleries;. . . It
was solely due to the hettel performance of the
stevedores and their men that anl improvement
was effected..I wvant the member for Irwin-
Moore to show in. what way Vooperative Bulk
Handling Ltd was responsible for it.

In the first place, I wvould like to state that
in no way do I wish to depreciate the work
of the stevedores and the Frenmantle Harbour
Trust. If that company had received the
support from the bulk-handling committee-
that it has received from the Freniantle Har-
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hour Trust, the position would be very dif-
ferent tod'ay anal this country would not have
gone in for a lot of (juite needless expendi-
ture. The improvement qt Fremantle is clue
entirely to Co-operative Bulk-handling Ltd.,
firstly because when they were allowed to
handle the wheat at the port they were able
to make inmprovemnents in the rate of loading,
which were very expensive, and, through the
co-operation of the stevedores themselves,
werev abbde to show those mIn how much
better thinir energies could be emp1 loye'd on
the ships. I have here the loadingI rates,
and I shall lie very glad indeed to give them
to the member for North-East Fremantle, of
the four ships which were loaded by the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust lust prior to the Gov-
eniment handing the company those installa-
tions. Those four Ships loaded an average of
302.4 tons jm ' hour. Since then we ]have
loaded 10 Ships.

I hove here the list of the nine ships that
wiere loaded immediately afterwards. The
tenth is not on the list. Those 10 ships loaded
:n average of 404 tons Ie hC lour, an increase
of 33.37 per cent. The ship that was loaded a
few (lay's before we took over was one thil
was loaded live weeks later. Tt was the
('ressington ('(urt. When loaded by the
Frem-antic Harbour Trust, it loaded at the
rate (it 30(2.2 tons per hour. Thle Same ship,
just a few weeks Inter, loaded 388.5 tons per
hour, an increase of 28.5 per cent. But
tlhere is this about it: Because the stevedores
knew how to dto the job on the ship, they
were able to I itt a considerable quantity
more whecat into it than had been done pre-
viously, because of imnprovenments in the
handling- of the trimmers. It has been said
here before, that in the Commonwealth Grov-
t-rnment's gallery the flow of wheat canl he
Speeded ill) to 600 tons an hour. in that
S4tate Giovernment gallery there are two lbelts
each capable of handling approximately' 450
toin ler hour. But auder the old set-uip
of' the people who did not know hoaw t~o
handle the machinery, there were constant
bloektmges and other troubles because they-
were unable eqjuallv to divide the flowv of
wheat. -

Under the new set-up, for an expenditure
of less than 50), our engineer within a few
dlays put in anl alteration to the dividinr of
this wheat, which makes it so that any flow
of wheat can he put on to either of these two
belts and so into any' hold at ainy given

period. On a ship there are usually five
holds, and they vary in capacity. It is
neccessary that loading should be done intel-
ligently. That engineer has been able so to
regulate the wheat that blockages have been
prevented, whereas previously one belt would
takIe too inuich at any given p~eriod. That, in
conjunlction with the co-operation of the
.stevedores, is responsible for what has biap-
peried. The bon. member read reports signed
by Mr. Dumlas, and in e instance they
(daprecaitedl Co-operative l]k-liandl ing and
its management. I would like to tell mem-
hers that every member of that committee is
at bureaucrat, the head of a Government
department. They are all entirely steeped in
redl tape, as they cannot help being.

am not going- to suggest that men like
'Mr. Dlumas are not good engineers; I believe
they are and that he is. But I assert that
many of the foremen who work for that
company could run rings around him when
it comes to handling the golden grain. Those
people are more concerned in keeping up the
departments. They are jealous that this comn-
pany has been able to put upl such [in exc-el-
lent p~erformance, and on one or two occa-
sions they have called in the only man who
could ]tell, thenm. But he has been called in
oni wvhen it suited them, because he was
opposed to the set-upt at Fremuantle, as the
previous C overnmvnt really wa'nted it. I
will read a letter signed by Mr. Macartney,
general manager of the Fremantle lar-
bour Trust. It is dated the 16th May of
this year and addressed to the 'Minister for
Agriculture, and is as follows:-

With reference ta your letter of 13tli May
in etniaretion with the operation of thle State
bulk wiea t coriveyoi rand shipping gllfery at
Ilie North Quny, I desire to ay t. th- }Pre-
nitn tIC - ~i nrbat ir T rust Coinnatissione ts gave
(ct~idi ion to your invitation to caitment
inl this connect ion at their intet lug this mnorn-
11mg, and as a result dint-ted i-ni In infot-med
tlhit ,-lioul-1 the CGorerniceat wish itlY ether
Sit hoiity thmalt the F retnnte II arlmuar Trust
(oimnissinners to undertake tis sir' icp on he-

ltif of tle (I it'inmclit, a-..I proaele I aic ii pid
nait cut it-ross the ('aaimsioners' polic-y int the,
exervilsillg of their mionoptoly ri'.Tit to tlae bind-
ling of cargo upjont the ,vhorves, involving the
copltnit't of labour anitil te nmattijaldatiom of
uvlmaf ninahinvr and rail traffic ,rpoia tho
qairlys. 'They wvould regard the operation of an
crthodlox Silo f,,r trainsf.-riiig Mooet from
Point paositio lol ioro to dlirectly ahoaid whtips
aS sillilar to the operation of tlr:,nsfvrtillg Neti
oil ilt bulk ;abota rd r-escln , Initema asf i ives,
whichi selrvice is letforied by the Oil ('oan-
pa ltii2 thtritielves.
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Here *.e have members of a political party
quite prepared to Jet a private company or
companies handle their own commodities,
but there are 7,000 shareholders who want
to handle their own produce and that is
to ho denied them on the advice of this
eomm" ttce comprised of departmental
beads. I would now like to refer to a let-
ter wuich was signed by 'Ar. Duas, and
addreaised to the Minister for Agriculture.
It is dated two days previously, the 14th
of May. This is the paragraph in which I
em particularly interested-

It can- be antit-ipated that after e.xperience
exten~ling over perhiaps sonie littlr tine a satis-
factory triiiinter will be evolved at Fremanntle,
but tI s may he, and prohbauly will he, an en-
tirely different pirce of equipment from that
ncanufnetnred hv the ('o-olerntive Rutlk.hrncl-
ling Ltd.

3t-err naav be interested to know that
these trimmers, which are anl invention of
the company, have been sought after all
over the world. During the war they
operated in the Eastern States. Today
Victoria is paying us a royalty for making
more. The wheat in Western Australia
could not have been handled in these big
silos without such machines. They have
been sent to Canada to be used by the
grain companies there. Everyone here will
agree that we brought an eminent man to
IWest en Austrelia when we brought Mlr.
du P esaja from South Africa. He was so
struc with these machines that hie is tak-
ing the blue-print~s and the right to manu-
facture them back with him so that they
can be used to handle thle Maize of that
country iii bulk. Here we have a man so
jaiinmiced igainst this company as to say,
''It vrilt probably bie an entirely different
piece of eqjuipment from that manufactur-
vd by Co-operative Bulk-bundling TAO."
This body also recommends a further c-
pendinre of t270,000 at the Fremnantle

We know that already £70,000 has been
spent by the Commonwealth Government
egair st the advice of the Western Austra-
lian nipanv and after a vigorous fight by
thle Western Australian representatives on
the Australian 'Wheat Board. The State
Government rushed in and spent another
£100.000, and it contemplated spending a
further. £270,000 umaking a total of £440,000,
or necarly half a million of capital expendi-
tore. I am talking of the previous Goy-
crow eat and not the present one. The

comittee which recommended that never
turned a hair. It was not interested in the
economies of t~eposition andl had no
thought of such things as interest, sinking
fund, depreciation, maintenance and all
annual cost charges. These things do not
maLtcr apparently. Thc members of that
committee were going to build a great en-
gineering monument at Fernantle. They
were going to build up a department which
would add to their prestige, hut they
niever considered approaching the only
people in the State who knew anything
about the matter, and who were prepared
to hand over to them the blue-prints of an
ideal scheme for this State, that would
hare cost £118,000.

Under this scheme they cold hanve saved
mon('v needed in different works from
one end of the State to the other. In re-
commending their report, they said that
from 19:30 to 1040 the average shipment
of grain from Fremantle was 15,300,000
bushels. They did not mention how much
of that was bagged-wheat and how much
bulk. It will always be necessary to send
a certain amount of bagged-wheat to top
up ships. I find on looking at the Goy-
ernmecnt Statistician's report that the
amo mnt of all wheat seat from Fremantle
during that period was 13,04,851 bushels,
both bagged and bulk. The saleable crop
of 30,000,000 bushels in Western Australia
must be divided up according to its use and
disposal. Working on the basis that
2,0:0,000 bushels will be used for flour in
Wesztern Australia, 4,500,000 bushels ex-
ported oversea ats flour, 1,500,000 busliels
usQ( as stqek feed within t* [lecuntry,
4,50,1,000 bushels exported as wheat from
(ieraldton. and 4,200,000 bushels exported
as wheat from Bunhury, it leaves at the
mostL, 13,200,000 bushels to go from Fre-
ma ntle.

Any sane 0overnment will work very
hard to reduce the quantity of wheat being
exported as grain from this country. It
will try to send as much flour as possible.
We need offal for our stock, our poultry
farmers, our dairy mien, and pig feeders.
In addition, in the milling of that wheat
we find employment for our own people.
So, there is a limit to the amount of capi-
tal expenditure justified at Fremantle, or
any other point, lied this expenditure
been persisted in at Fremantle we would
have been spending Is. 10d. iii capital costs
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instead of a fraction of a penny over
9d. under the cheaper scheme. Ther mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle stated that
the Commonwealth Government was not
prepared to let this company do the main-
tenance of installations at the ports. To-
wards the end of his speech he said the
Commonwealth Government would not let
Co-operative Bulk-handling Ltd. do the
maintenance of its installations in West-
era Australia. The suggestion was that
that maintenance had reference to the hos-
pital silo at Fremantle.

Both the hon. member and the Leader of
the Opposition know that Co-operative Bulk-
handling Ltd. had nothing to do with the
hospital silo until the present Government
handed it over to that company. However,
we spent a cinsiderable sum of money in
building bulk installations in various parts
of the State. In the early stages of the
war the company received considerable
sums of money from the Commonwealth
for storage:' We repeatcdly approached
that Government with the suggestion that
it was spending a lot of money uselessly
in that regard, and we offered to build
storage throughout the State, and more par-
ticularly at Fremantle and Bassendean.
Altogether we spent nearly £430,000 on he-
half of the Commonwealth Government.
Members know that two of the silos built
at Bassendean Oever held any wheat, as
the railways could not haul it, hut we
saved the Commonwealth-

HEon. A. H.L Panton: Who were "we"?

Mr. ACKLAND: The company. We
saved the Commonwealth £78Q,000 odd in
those years. The bins that have been dis-
mantled and the materials sold realised
mnore than their original cost, owing to the

riv~e in the cost of materials. The memher
for North-East Fremantle said that the
Commonwealth Government was not
anxious to enter into an agreement regard-
ing maintenance. We had the opportunity
of doing the maintenance on the bins
throughout the State, but the condition
was imposed that the Australian Wheat
Board should supply men to buy the
material necessary for the work. We found
that the work could not proceed as it
should, and that the cost of maintenance
,would be excessive. We told the Austra-
lian Wheat Board that unless it let us do
the work and get the material as we need-

ed it, the board could do the work itself.
As to the board being dissatisfied with us,
I will read a paragraph from a communica-
tion addressed to the Secretary of Co-
operative Bulk-handling Ltd., and signed
by the Secretary of the Australian Wheat
Board on behalf of that body. It is dated
the 2nd of October, 1947, and reads:-

We take the opportunity of expressing our
appreciation for the general efficiency with
which you have handled the bulk-wheat in your
State, antI for the several occasions upon which
you have helped us in emergency.
As soon as I obtained a draft of the hon.
member's speech I got in touch with the
manager of Co-operative Bulk-handling
Ltd. and asked him for an explanation as
to -why we had had trouble-of which I
had never heard-with the Commonwealth
Giovernment over maintenance. We con-
tacted the manager of the Australian
Whmat Board in this State. He said he
had never at any time written to the Com-
mionwealth Minister for Agriculture, and
had -never at any time had any communi-
cation with hin.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Do you deny that the
maintenance of buildings and machinery
was taken from the company in 1943?

Mr. ACKLAND: I deny that the main-
tenance was ever taken from the comn-
pany, because we refused to do it unless
we did it in a way that would be com-
pletely efficieat.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Do you deny that the
manager of the Australian Wheat Board
took away from Co-operative Bulk-handling
Ltd. the maintenance of buildings and
machinery 9

Mr. ACKLAND: I have no recollection
of such a happening.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: It is a fact, and is
public knowledge.

31r. ACKLA ND: It is not a fact, as far
as I am concerned. I will read some ex-
tracts from a recent speech by the Premier
of Qneomi'-lnid. I am footing from a Queens-
land publication of the 13th November,
1947. The Premier was opening a co-
operative cannery in that State and the re-
port reads as follows:-

In this enterprise, lie said, was expressed
inustry in its most democratic form, in that
the people who grew the primiary product
were organised to receive the full fruits of
their labours through this modern cannery.
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lie livid a tribute to the management of the
C. 0. D. in the matter of finance. He was
treasurer at the time the Government guar-
ntee uae sought. Not only had a State Gov-

erinent guarantee of £300,000 been extended,
but it had also been approved that £400,000
be guaranteed by the Government for a trading
account to cover working expenses of the ca-
nery. Ee stated that the work and the enter-
prise of the C.0.D). was a fine testimonial to
the suo~ess of a wvell-considered enterprise, and
an example that could be followed by other
aectionE of primary producers.

There we have an illustration of a Labour
Government in Queensland being prepared
to support the primary producers to the
extent of nearly £750,000 to help the enter-
prise. Here in Western Australia we
have a company cf farmers who, without
any assistance from anyone, erected a
plant :hat cost nearly £600,000 and has
made tremendous savings for the -people
of the State. This year alone there will
be kep* t in the State one-and-a-quarter
millions of money that would have gone
out to buy jute but for the operations of
the crinpany. Here we have a Labour
Party that since the inception of the com-
pany has never failed to work against it
as a s~lf-helping organisation.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: That is a lie. Who
introduced the Bulk Handling Act?

Mr. ACKLAND: The Leader of the
Oppostion knowvs as well as I do that what
I have stated is a fact.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: That is a lie. You
are nfrrrow.

Mr. ACKLAND: In the first instance we
'were refused sites on which to build our
bins.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise; Where?
Mr. ACKLAND: In various parts of the

State.
Hon. F. J. S. Wise: That is not true.
Mr. ACKLAND: I know it is a fact.
Ron. F. J. S. Wise: Of course, every-

thing you say is a fact!
Air. ACKLAND: I know that the Leader

of the Opposition was partly responsible
for keeCping us out of the Fremantle hos-
pital silo. We practically forced the
Labour Government to appoint a Royal
Commission.

Hort. F. J. S. Wise: You are a humbug.
Mr. ACKLAND: There was such an out-

cry from one end of the wheat-growing
districts to the other that the Royal Coin-
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mission brought in a verdict that forced
the Labour administration of the time to
introduce the Co-operative Bulk Handling
Bill. The Labour Party had no wish to
allow us to handle the wheat, but pre-
ferred to have a body of bureaucrats-I
cannot find a better word-heads of de-
partments, handling the affairs of the
farmers rather than permit them to handle
their own without a farthing of expense
to tho) country. I say that the statement
made by the member for North-East Fire-
mantle had no substance in fact and that
the position is as I. have presented it to
the Committee.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.24 p.m.

Wednesday, 10th December, 1947.

CONTENTS.
Page

Questions: Research station, as to purchase
of Rojonup property ......... -- 2588

Education, as to accommodation for
teachers ... ... ... .. 2588

Bills : Iron and Steel Industry, recoin.. Sr. 2588
Road Closure, Jr., St... ........ 2590
Country Areas Water Supply, Ir...... 2593
Agricultural Areas, Great Southern

Towns and Goidflelds Water Supply,
lr., 2r. ... ... ..-. ... 2595, 2611

Constitution Acts Amendment (No. 4),
Ir. ... . . ... ... 2593

Road Districts Act Amendment (No. 3),
Sr., remaining stages, passed ... 2593

Electoral Districts, 2r., remaining stages,
passed ... ... ... . ... 2594

Reserves It... . ..-. ... ... 2606
War Service Land Settlement Agreement

(Land Act Application) Act Amend-
ment, returned.. ............. 2606
lk Act Amendment (No. 3), 2r.,
Corn., report . ... ..... 2W06

Commonwealth Powers Act, 1945,
Amendment (No. 2), St., Corn.,
report...... ....... .2608

Superannuation, Sick, Death, Insurance,
Guarantee and Endowment (Local
Governing Bodies' Employees) Funds,
2r., remaining stages, passed ... .. 2609

Superannuation Act Amendment, St.,
remaining stages, passed ... .. 2611

Parks and Reserves, all stages, passed .. 2611
Egg Production Industry (Trust Fund),

discharged ... ........ 2615
Cattle Industry Compensation, discharged 2615

Resolution: State Forests, revocation, passed 2609

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.


